
Spell of the Tiger: The Man-Eaters of
Sundarbans

By Sy Montgomery

Spell of the Tiger: The Man-Eaters of Sundarbans By Sy Montgomery

From the author of The Soul of an Octopus and bestselling memoir The Good
Good Pig, a book that earned Sy Montgomery her status as one of the most
celebrated wildlife writers of our time, Spell of the Tiger brings readers to the
Sundarbans, a vast tangle of mangrove swamp and tidal delta that lies between
India and Bangladesh. It is the only spot on earth where tigers routinely eat
people?swimming silently behind small boats at night to drag away fishermen,
snatching honey collectors and woodcutters from the forest. But, unlike in other
parts of Asia where tigers are rapidly being hunted to extinction, tigers in the
Sundarbans are revered. With the skill of a naturalist and the spirit of a mystic,
Montgomery reveals the delicate balance of Sundarbans life, explores the mix of
worship and fear that offers tigers unique protection there, and unlocks some
surprising answers about why people at risk of becoming prey might consider
their predator a god.
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From the author of The Soul of an Octopus and bestselling memoir The Good Good Pig, a book that earned
Sy Montgomery her status as one of the most celebrated wildlife writers of our time, Spell of the Tiger brings
readers to the Sundarbans, a vast tangle of mangrove swamp and tidal delta that lies between India and
Bangladesh. It is the only spot on earth where tigers routinely eat people?swimming silently behind small
boats at night to drag away fishermen, snatching honey collectors and woodcutters from the forest. But,
unlike in other parts of Asia where tigers are rapidly being hunted to extinction, tigers in the Sundarbans are
revered. With the skill of a naturalist and the spirit of a mystic, Montgomery reveals the delicate balance of
Sundarbans life, explores the mix of worship and fear that offers tigers unique protection there, and unlocks
some surprising answers about why people at risk of becoming prey might consider their predator a god.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Nature writer Montgomery traveled to the tidal forest between India and Bangladesh for this study of an area
where tigers routinely hunt humans and found that the population regards tigers as magic beings.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Tigers have always been associated with magic and other manifestations of the divine, but nowhere on earth
do tigers make their power felt more tangibly than in Sundarbans, the world's largest tidal delta and
mangrove swamp on the Bay of Bengal. Here, in this mysterious, amphibious realm, tigers hunt men, killing
dozens, even hundreds a year. Montgomery, author of Walking with the Great Apes (1991) and other nature-
related works, traveled to Sundarbans to try to understand this baffling, terrifying, and inexplicably tolerated
relationship between man and beast. Her quest proved maddeningly difficult. She could barely communicate
with her guides, and the tigers were as elusive as their reputation dictates. But as she spent day after day
floating down tributaries and creeks and staring into the forest, Montgomery began to absorb the unique and
surprisingly cosmic dynamic of the delta. Thus the hair-raising stories she tells about tigers stalking and
killing men as they fish or collect wood and honey stand in curious counterpoint to her deeply moving
explanations of the spiritual attitude the people of Sundarbans express toward their mighty foe, a mix of fear,
respect, and worship. After all, there can be no revelation more humbling than the recognition that we, like
other animals, are meat. Donna Seaman

Review

"Clear, emotionally telling and always right to the point, her accounts of the other forms of life are without
peer."--Farley Mowat, author of Never Cry Wolf

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joanne Hall:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Spell of the Tiger: The Man-Eaters of Sundarbans book is readable
through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving
Spell of the Tiger: The Man-Eaters of Sundarbans content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you even now
thinking Spell of the Tiger: The Man-Eaters of Sundarbans is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Stephan Partin:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Spell of the
Tiger: The Man-Eaters of Sundarbans is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Barbara Gunter:

Typically the book Spell of the Tiger: The Man-Eaters of Sundarbans will bring one to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you
just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Spell of the Tiger: The Man-Eaters of Sundarbans is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Catherine Hershey:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By the book Spell of the Tiger: The Man-Eaters of Sundarbans we can get more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Spell of the Tiger: The Man-
Eaters of Sundarbans. You can more desirable than now.
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