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The expulsion of Native Americans from the eastern half of the continent to the
Indian Territory beyond the Mississippi River is one of the most notorious events
in U.S. history and the single most controversial aspect of Andrew Jackson's
presidency. Preeminent Jacksonian scholar Robert Remini now provides a
thoughtful analysis of the entire story of Jackson's wars against the Indians, from
his first battles with the Cherokees and Creeks to his presidential years, when he
helped establish the Indian Territory in Oklahoma and, as a result, the Trail of
Tears. This is at once an exuberant work of American history and a sobering
reminder of the violence and darkness at the heart of our nation's past.

"Vividly written and often harrowing . . . Remini recounts Jackson's exploits . . .
with riveting narrative prose." (Michael Holt, Chicago Tribune)

"When it comes to Jackson . . . there are few who have such a masterly command
of the sources as Mr. Remini [who] kept me up late at night reading and causing
me to wonder why, with narrative history such as this, anyone bothers to read
historical novels." (Roger D. McGrath, The Wall Street Journal)
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analysis of the entire story of Jackson's wars against the Indians, from his first battles with the Cherokees and
Creeks to his presidential years, when he helped establish the Indian Territory in Oklahoma and, as a result,
the Trail of Tears. This is at once an exuberant work of American history and a sobering reminder of the
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"Vividly written and often harrowing . . . Remini recounts Jackson's exploits . . . with riveting narrative
prose." (Michael Holt, Chicago Tribune)

"When it comes to Jackson . . . there are few who have such a masterly command of the sources as Mr.
Remini [who] kept me up late at night reading and causing me to wonder why, with narrative history such as
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Like many of his Scots-Irish contemporaries on the western frontier of the early United States, Andrew
Jackson grew up despising and fearing his Indian neighbors. He proved to be a formidable enemy,
campaigning against the Cherokee, Creeks, Chickasaws, and other peoples, some of them former allies
against England in the Revolution and the War of 1812. In doing so, he established precedents that his
compatriots would follow for the rest of the 19th century.

Robert Remini, the National Book Award-winning biographer of Jackson, here turns his attention to
Jackson's relations with the Indian nations of the American South. Those relations, he writes, were tempered
by the racism of the day, but, as both general and president, Jackson was also unusual in enforcing rights
guaranteed to those nations by treaty, even in instances when he disagreed with the terms. Despite his sense
of justice, Jackson kept to his conviction that "Indians had to be shunted to one side or removed to make the
land safe for white people to cultivate and settle," and during his tenure as president he pursued a policy of
forced removal through which the Indian nations were relocated to the so-called Indian territories west of the
Mississippi River, which in turn would be overrun only a few years later.

Though critical of Jackson's policies and actions, Remini suggests that removal saved many of the eastern
Indian nations from almost certain annihilation. That view, while capably argued, is controversial, and some
scholars of American Indian history are sure to take issue with it. Still, this is a valuable addition to the
historical literature, one of interest to general readers as well as Remini's fellow historians. --Gregory
McNamee

From Publishers Weekly
"I want to assure the reader that it is not my intention to excuse or exonerate Andrew Jackson for the role he
played in the removal of Native Americans west of the Mississippi River. My purpose is simply to explain
what happened and why": so writes Remini, who won the National Book Award for his three-volume
biography of the seventh president. This provocative book is sure to create controversy for scholars, the
Native American community and lay historians, among others. Jackson was the president who "removed" the
five "civilized" tribes from the South and forced them westward across the Mississippi River. Existing
studies portray Jackson as a villain. Not so, says Remini, who examines Jackson's life to show that he was a
product of his age, nothing more, nothing less. Indian tribes sided with the British during the Revolution,
then repeatedly confronted the first generation of settlers who moved into the western frontier Kentucky,
Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi. Jackson vaulted to national prominence when he bloodily
crushed the British-allied Creek tribe in 1814 during the War of 1812. Then, with or without presidential
approval, Southern District Commander Jackson invaded Spanish-held Florida; acting as an "Indian
commissioner," he proceeded to lever indigenous people off their ancestral lands in exchange for territory
farther west. The idea, Remini says, was first espoused by Thomas Jefferson and was supported by the vast
majority of frontier Americans. Despite or, indeed, because of its grave, catastrophic results, Jackson's policy
deserves to be judged in light of early 19th-century America, argues Remini. He further contends that
Jackson's removal policy may have actually saved the tribes from being exterminated. Expert reviewers,
pundits and descendants may feel otherwise. Maps not seen by PW.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.



From Library Journal
Many Americans today tend to lay the sole blame for the Indian removals of the 1830s on the shoulders of
Andrew Jackson. Award-winning historian and Jackson biographer Remini argues that this is a very
simplistic view that betrays a lack of understanding of the circumstances surrounding removal. In this book
he explains what happened and why, showing that national security interests protecting the southern border
from English and Spanish machinations dominated Jackson's thinking throughout his life and that he firmly
believed that separating Native Americans and whites was the only way to ensure the survival of tribal
cultures. It is a story of negotiations, bribery, tribal politics, and war told in all its complexity and based on a
lifetime of research and study. This well-written volume is accessible to students and general readers as well
as scholars and specialists, and it belongs in most libraries. Stephen H. Peters, Northern Michigan Univ. Lib.,
Marquette
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jason Carr:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Andrew Jackson and His Indian Wars. Try to make book Andrew
Jackson and His Indian Wars as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

James Walton:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Andrew
Jackson and His Indian Wars? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Melanie Finnegan:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important normally. The book Andrew Jackson and His Indian Wars seemed to be
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book Andrew Jackson and His Indian Wars is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Andrew Jackson and His Indian Wars. You
never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.



Randy Acevedo:

This Andrew Jackson and His Indian Wars is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Andrew Jackson and His Indian Wars in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right
but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?
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