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The Development of Ethics is a selective historical and critical study of moral
philosophy in the Socratic tradition, with special attention to Aristotelian
naturalism, its formation, elaboration, criticism, and defence. It discusses the
main topics of moral philosophy as they have developed historically, including:
the human good, human nature, justice, friendship, and morality; the methods of
moral inquiry; the virtues and their connexions; will, freedom, and responsibility;
reason and emotion; relativism, subjectivism, and realism; the theological aspect
of morality. This volume examines ancient and medieval philosophy up to the
sixteenth century; Volumes 2 and 3 will continue the story up to Rawls's Theory
of Justice.

The present volume begins with Socrates, the Cyrenaics and Cynics, and Plato,
and then offers a fuller account of Aristotle, stressing the systematic naturalism
of his position. The Stoic position is compared with the Aristotelian at some
length; Epicureans and Sceptics are discussed more briefly. Chapters on early
Christianity and on Augustine introduce a fuller examination of Aquinas'
revision, elaboration, and defence of Aristotelian naturalism. The volume closes
with an account of some criticisms of the Aristotelian outlook by Scotus,
Ockham, Machiavelli, and some sixteenth-century Reformers.

The emphasis of the book is not purely descriptive, narrative, or exegetical, but
also philosophical. Irwin discusses the comparative merits of different views, the
difficulties that they raise, and how some of the difficulties might be resolved.
The book tries to present the leading moral philosophers of the past as
participants in a rational discussion that is still being carried on, and tries to help
the reader to participate in this discussion.
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Editorial Review

Review

"For it truly is a great book, and I doubt that we will see a history of ethics similar in scope and ambition for
some time to come." -- Ethics

About the Author

Terence Irwin is Professor of Ancient Philosophy in the University of Oxford, and Fellow of Keble College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Mueller:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Development of Ethics: Volume 1: A Historical and Critical Study Volume I: From Socrates to the
Reformation, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Jennifer Nava:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Development of Ethics: Volume 1: A
Historical and Critical Study Volume I: From Socrates to the Reformation can be good book to read. May be
it can be best activity to you.



Phillip Hicks:

This The Development of Ethics: Volume 1: A Historical and Critical Study Volume I: From Socrates to the
Reformation is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always
deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately
using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly
you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Development of Ethics: Volume 1: A Historical
and Critical Study Volume I: From Socrates to the Reformation in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen
second right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful
do you still doubt in which?

Gene Green:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Development
of Ethics: Volume 1: A Historical and Critical Study Volume I: From Socrates to the Reformation which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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