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The Spanish element in Texas water law is a matter of utmost importance to
many landholders whose livelihood is dependent on securing water for irrigation
and to many communities particularly concerned about water supply.

Titles to some 280,000 acres of Texas land originated in grants made by the
Crown of Spain or by the Republic of Mexico. For these lands, the prevailing
law, even today, is the Hispanic American civil law. Thus the question of
determining just what water rights were granted by the Spanish Crown in
disposing of lands in Texas is more than a matter of historical interest. It is a
subject of great practical importance.

Spanish law enters directly into the question of these lands, but its influence is by
no means confined to them. Texas water law in general traces its roots primarily
to the Spanish law, not to the English common law doctrine of riparian rights or
to the Western doctrine of prior appropriation (both of which were, however,
eventually incorporated in Texas law). A clear understanding of this background
might have saved the state much of the current confusion and chaos regarding its
water law.

Dobkins’s book offers an intensive and unusually readable study of the subject.
The author has traced water law from its origin in the ancient world to the mid-
twentieth century, interpreting the effect of water on the counties concerned,
setting forth in detail the development of water law in Spain, and explaining its
subsequent adoption in Texas. Copious notes and a complete bibliography make
the work especially valuable.

The idea for this book came in the midst of the great seven-year drought in
Texas, from 1950 to 1957. The author gave two reasons for her study: “One was
my belief that the water problems, crucial to all Texas, can be solved only when
Texans become conscious of their imperative needs and only if they become
informed and aroused enough to act.

“The second reason came from a realization that water—common, universal, and
ordinary as it is—had been overlooked by the historian. It is high time that this
oversight be corrected. In American history the significance of land, especially in
terms of the frontier, has been spelled out in large letters. The importance of
water has been recognized by few.”
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The Spanish element in Texas water law is a matter of utmost importance to many landholders whose
livelihood is dependent on securing water for irrigation and to many communities particularly concerned
about water supply.

Titles to some 280,000 acres of Texas land originated in grants made by the Crown of Spain or by the
Republic of Mexico. For these lands, the prevailing law, even today, is the Hispanic American civil law.
Thus the question of determining just what water rights were granted by the Spanish Crown in disposing of
lands in Texas is more than a matter of historical interest. It is a subject of great practical importance.

Spanish law enters directly into the question of these lands, but its influence is by no means confined to
them. Texas water law in general traces its roots primarily to the Spanish law, not to the English common
law doctrine of riparian rights or to the Western doctrine of prior appropriation (both of which were,
however, eventually incorporated in Texas law). A clear understanding of this background might have saved
the state much of the current confusion and chaos regarding its water law.

Dobkins’s book offers an intensive and unusually readable study of the subject. The author has traced water
law from its origin in the ancient world to the mid-twentieth century, interpreting the effect of water on the
counties concerned, setting forth in detail the development of water law in Spain, and explaining its
subsequent adoption in Texas. Copious notes and a complete bibliography make the work especially
valuable.

The idea for this book came in the midst of the great seven-year drought in Texas, from 1950 to 1957. The
author gave two reasons for her study: “One was my belief that the water problems, crucial to all Texas, can
be solved only when Texans become conscious of their imperative needs and only if they become informed
and aroused enough to act.

“The second reason came from a realization that water—common, universal, and ordinary as it is—had been
overlooked by the historian. It is high time that this oversight be corrected. In American history the
significance of land, especially in terms of the frontier, has been spelled out in large letters. The importance
of water has been recognized by few.”
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Betty Eakle Dobkins, a native Texan, was Assistant Professor of History at Southwest Texas State College,
now Texas State University, in San Marcos, Texas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Eastman:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for people. The book The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law seemed to be
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The publication The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book The
Spanish Element in Texas Water Law. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some
books.

George Hardy:

The guide untitled The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law is the e-book that recommended to you to see.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law from the publisher to make you far
more enjoy free time.

Eddie Bussell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Spanish Element in Texas Water
Law guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question The Spanish Element in
Texas Water Law as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can
break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.



Donna Johnson:

This The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Spanish Element in
Texas Water Law in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?
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