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In thisjewel-like version of a classic story, popular folklorist Shirley Climo tells
the tale of Settareh, the Persian Cinderella. Magic enables Settareh to outsmart
two jealous stepsisters and win the heart of a prince. But where most Cinderella
stories end, poor Sattareh's troubles are only beginning! The unexpected plot
twists will enchant readers as they rediscover the familiar tale in the lush setting
of long-ago Persia. Shirley Climo's authentic details bring the story to life, and
Robert Florczak's stunning paintings echo the vibrant colors and motifs of an
ancient land.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Climo's (The Egyptian Cinderella; The Irish Cinderlad) adaptation of this Arabian Nights myth offersa
capricious twist on the Cinderella story. In preparation for aNo Ruz (New Y ear) celebration at the Royal
Palace, Settareh and her stepsisters go to the bazaar to choose cloth for gowns. Settarah, however, gives aims
to abeggar and buys a curious blue jug instead. But inside the jug is a pari, or fairy, who grants her wish for
agown. She captures the attentions of the prince, and alost diamond bangle fallen from her ankle provides
the clue to her whereabouts. On the day of Settareh's anticipated wedding to the Prince, the jealous
stepsisters seek vengeance and usurp the magical powers of the pari. They fasten Settareh's hair with
enchanted hairpins to transform her into aturtledove. But Prince Mehrdad's affections remain steadfast, and
it is he who breaks the spell. Historical detailsin both the verse and illustrations readily transport readersto
15th-century Persia. "Carpets woven in jewel like colors brightened the walls, and the scent of ginger and
cinnamon from the Indies and perfumed oils from Egypt hung in the air." Pomegranate trees, jasmine flowers
and other Persian botanicals adorn Florczak's (The Rainbow Bridge; Birdsong) effervescent landscapes
framed with intricate borders. The characters, however, often appear to be pasted on, lending them a
hyperrealistic quality. Still, the exotic setting and cultural details make this one of interest to any collector of
Cinderellatales. Ages 5-9. (May)

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Kindergarten-Grade 4-After giving most of her money to a beggar, young Settareh spends her last coins on a
cracked jug instead of purchasing fabric for a new dress to wear to the prince's celebrations. Resigned to
remaining home, she discovers that the pot is inhabited by a pari that is able to grant her every wish. She
attends the festival, catches the eye of the prince, leaves behind a diamond ankle bracelet, and is found by the
gueen. Settareh unwisely reveals the secret of the jug to her stepsisters, who steal it and instruct it to get rid
of the young woman. The jug self-destructs, leaving behind six jeweled hairpins that, once placed in
Settareh's hair, turn her into a turtledove. When the grieving prince befriends the bird, he finds the pins and
pulls them out, thus restoring his beloved. The story iswell told, although the drama, and hence the pace, is
somewhat subdued. The narrative reads smoothly and majestically and Climo explains her choicesin a
source note. Florczak's sumptuous illustrations have jewel-like tones that glow against the brownline-paper
background, and traditional designs decorate the text. Theillustrations are realistic and appealing, although
in one scene, Settareh iswearing a blue veil with her face exposed when the text specifies that she and the
other women draped themselves in black to conceal their faces. Despite this minor flaw, thisis a suitable
complement to Climo's other "Cinderella’ stories.

Donna L. Scanlon, Lancaster County Library, PA

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

PLB 0-06-026765-8 A luminescent interpretation of an ancient Persian tale is Climo's latest entry to her
multicultural collection of Cinderellatales (The Irish Cinderlad, 1996, etc.). Motherless Settareh, whose
name means star (a reference to the shape of the birthmark on her cheek), has atypicaly Cinderella-esque
existence with her stepmother and stepsisters. That the ignored and often neglected young woman blossoms
into a beauty is aforegone conclusion, but here her aid manifestsitself as a parifairyin a mysterious blue jar,
and Settareh captures the interest of the young prince at the New Y ear celebration. The lush descriptions of
an authentic time and place lend an exotic tone to the familiar tale: ~"Each girl and every woman, no matter
her age, covered her head with a cloak so that no stranger might look on her face. Then, like aflock of black



birds, the mothers, daughters, sisters, and cousins flew down the road to the marketplace." Florczak's
meticulously researched illustrations faithfully depict the ornate beauty of an ancient land. Minutely detailed
borders frame the text while vibrant images stream in saturated colors across the pages. (Picture
book/folklore. 5-9) -- Copyright ©1999, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brandy Greenawalt:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people likeit. First reading a book will give you alot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying abook will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Persian Cinderella, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book.
Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

AngelaHeller:

The book The Persian Cinderella has alot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get
alot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Bill Underhill:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Persian Cinderella guide written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still hesitation The Persian Cinderella as good book not simply by the cover but
also by the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense aready said
so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Sean Owens.

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication
that need more time to be go through. The Persian Cinderella can be your answer because it can be read by
anyone who have those short free time problems.
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