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THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
THE BEST SPORTS BOOK OF THE YEAR
"October 1964 should be a hit with old-time baseball fans, who'll relish the
opportunity to relive that year's to-die-for World Series, when the dynastic but
aging New York Yankees squared off against the upstart St. Louis Cardinals. It
should be a hit with younger students of the game, who'll eat up the vivid
portrayals of legends like Mickey Mantle and Roger Maris of the Yankees and
Bob Gibson and Lou Brock of the Cardinals. Most of all, however, David
Halberstam's new book should be a hit with anyone interested in understanding
the important interplay between sports and society."
--The Boston Globe
"Compelling...1964 is a chronicle of the end of a great dynasty and of a game,
like the country, on the cusp of enormous change."
--Newsweek
"Halberstam's latest gives us the feeling of actually being there--in another time,
in the locker rooms and in the minds of baseball legends. His time and effort
researching the book result in a fluency with his topic and a fluidity of writing
that make the reading almost effortless....Absorbing."
--San Francisco Chronicle
"Wonderful...Memorable...Halberstam describes the final game of the 1964
series accurately and so dramatically, I almost thought I had forgotten the
ending."
--The Washington Post Book World
"Superb reporting...Incisive analysis...You know from the start that Halberstam is
going to focus on a large human canvas...One of the many joys of this book is the
humanity with which Halberstam explores the characters as well as the talents of
the players, coaches and managers. These are not demigods of summer but
flawed, believable human beings who on occasion can rise to peaks of heroism."
--Chicago Sun-Times

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Heroes have a habit of growing larger over time, as do the arenas in which they excelled. The 1964 World
Series between the Yankees and Cardinals was coated in myth from the get-go. The Yankees represented the
establishment: white, powerful, and seemingly invincible. The victorious Cards, on the other hand, were
baseball's rebellious future: angry and defiant, black, and challenging. Their seven-game barnburner, played
out against a backdrop of an America emerging from the Kennedy assassination, escalating the war in
Vietnam, and struggling with civil rights, marked a turning point--neither the nation, nor baseball, would
ever be quite so innocent again. Halberstam, one of the great reporters of the '60s, looks back in this
marvelous and spirited elegy to the era, the game, and players such as Mantle, Maris, Ford, Gibson, Brock,
and Flood with a clear eye in search of the truth that time has blurred into legend. His confident prose,
diligent reporting, and deft analysis make it clear how much more interesting--and forceful--the truth can be.

From Library Journal
This follow-up to the best-selling Summer of '49 assesses the Yankee-Cardinal World Series of 1964.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
TITLR Halberstam, David. Pulitzer Prize-winner Halberstam has always had a fondness for sports, and
occasionally he turns away from his more "serious" historical pursuits to explore a particularly resonant
moment in sporting time. Here it's the 1964 major-league baseball season, especially the World Series, which
pitted the New York Yankees against the St. Louis Cardinals. Halberstam likes to place his sports reporting
within a significant social context, and this time he isolates 1964--the last pennant for the Yankee dynasty
that stretched back to Babe Ruth and the late 1920s--as signifying the end of an era dominated by mostly
white, power-hitting baseball. The Cardinals, with their three black starters in the field and All-Star pitcher
Bob Gibson, were ushering in a new era of speed and black stars. Halberstam wants to hang his hat on the
theory that baseball changed dramatically in 1964, and though he seems to be stretching a bit, let's give it to
him. What really matters to most readers, after all, isn't the historical premise but the particulars:
Halberstam's unerring eye for detail, his sense of team dynamics, and his sensitive, thoughtful profiles of the
players and managers--including Mickey Mantle, Roger Maris, Whitey Ford, and Elston Howard on the
Yanks and Bob Gibson, Curt Flood, Bill White, and Lou Brock on the Cards. Halberstam profiles each at
length, how their past shaped their present and future, and he does the same with the teams. By any standard,
this is a thoughtful, entertaining, and illuminating examination of two intriguing teams from baseball's
golden era. Expect high demand among boomer-age fans.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yvonne Casey:

This October 1964 tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
explanation of this October 1964 can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your before knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book
and printed people. Beside that this October 1964 forcing you to have an enormous of experience including

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Sara Love:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this October 1964, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Stacey Thompson:

The particular book October 1964 has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Christopher Hill:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This October 1964 is simple to develop you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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