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The preparation, serving and eating of food are common features of all human
societies, and have been the focus of study for numerous anthropologists - from
Sir James Frazer onwards - from a variety of theoretical and empirical
perspectives. It is in the context of this previous anthropological work that Jack
Goody sets his own observations on cooking in West Africa. He criticises those
approaches which overlook the comparative historical dimension of culinary, and
other, cultural differences that emerge in class societies, both of which elements
he particularly emphasises in this book. The central question that Professor
Goody addresses here is why a differentiated 'haute cuisine' has not emerged in
Africa, as it has in other parts of the world. His account of cooking in West
Africa is followed by a survey of the culinary practices of the major Eurasian
societies throughout history - ranging from Ancient Egypt, Imperial Rome and
medieval China to early modern Europe - in which he relates the differences in
food preparation and consumption emerging in these societies to differences in
their socio-economic structures, specifically in modes of production and
communication. He concludes with an examination of the world-wide rise of
'industrial food' and its impact on Third World societies, showing that the ability
of the latter to resist cultural domination in food, as in other things, is related to
the nature of their pre-existing socio-economic structures. The arguments
presented here will interest all social scientists and historians concerned with
cultural history and social theory.
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The preparation, serving and eating of food are common features of all human societies, and have been the
focus of study for numerous anthropologists - from Sir James Frazer onwards - from a variety of theoretical
and empirical perspectives. It is in the context of this previous anthropological work that Jack Goody sets his
own observations on cooking in West Africa. He criticises those approaches which overlook the comparative
historical dimension of culinary, and other, cultural differences that emerge in class societies, both of which
elements he particularly emphasises in this book. The central question that Professor Goody addresses here is
why a differentiated 'haute cuisine' has not emerged in Africa, as it has in other parts of the world. His
account of cooking in West Africa is followed by a survey of the culinary practices of the major Eurasian
societies throughout history - ranging from Ancient Egypt, Imperial Rome and medieval China to early
modern Europe - in which he relates the differences in food preparation and consumption emerging in these
societies to differences in their socio-economic structures, specifically in modes of production and
communication. He concludes with an examination of the world-wide rise of 'industrial food' and its impact
on Third World societies, showing that the ability of the latter to resist cultural domination in food, as in
other things, is related to the nature of their pre-existing socio-economic structures. The arguments presented
here will interest all social scientists and historians concerned with cultural history and social theory.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Rohan:

The book Cooking, Cuisine and Class: A Study in Comparative Sociology (Themes in the Social Sciences)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave a very important thing like a book Cooking, Cuisine and Class: A Study in Comparative
Sociology (Themes in the Social Sciences)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Cooking, Cuisine and Class: A Study in Comparative Sociology (Themes in the Social Sciences) has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by
open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Sandoval:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Cooking,
Cuisine and Class: A Study in Comparative Sociology (Themes in the Social Sciences) suitable to you? The
actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Cooking, Cuisine and
Class: A Study in Comparative Sociology (Themes in the Social Sciences)is one of several books which
everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you
a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this
book.

Joseph Southard:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top list in your reading list is usually Cooking, Cuisine and Class: A Study in Comparative Sociology
(Themes in the Social Sciences). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.



Shirley Cochran:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Cooking, Cuisine and
Class: A Study in Comparative Sociology (Themes in the Social Sciences).
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