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The first book in the stunning repackage of the NEW YORK TIMES and USA
TODAY bestselling Children of the Red King series!

A mysterious case, the search for a missing girl, and a legacy of magic . . .
When Charlie Bone discovers that he can hear the conversations of people in
photographs, he is shipped off to Bloor's Academy, an elite school for the rich,
gifted, and magically endowed. Once there, he realizes that some of his
classmates have equally mysterious powers, and Charlie becomes absorbed in
uncovering their dangerous secrets.
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of the Red King series!

A mysterious case, the search for a missing girl, and a legacy of magic . . .
When Charlie Bone discovers that he can hear the conversations of people in photographs, he is shipped off
to Bloor's Academy, an elite school for the rich, gifted, and magically endowed. Once there, he realizes that
some of his classmates have equally mysterious powers, and Charlie becomes absorbed in uncovering their
dangerous secrets.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 4-6-Young readers are getting to be quite conversant with the characteristics of British boarding
schools, especially those for the magically inclined. Jenny Nimmo's novel (Scholastic/Orchard, 2003) has
postulated a set of characters, the Endowed, who exhibit very odd magical abilities that seem to have no
purpose or usefulness at all and appear randomly in descendants of the nearly-mythical Red King. There are
two branches of these descendants: the perplexed but essentially good people who have no idea why they can
make light bulbs explode or hear voices coming from photographs, and the evil ones who seem to be part of
a very complex and as yet unrevealed sinister scheme. This unusual take on magical abilities makes for a
distinctly different set of circumstances and plot. Bloor's Academy which schools both Endowed and
artistically gifted unendowed children has a much darker feel to it than Hogwart's but is still perfectly
recognizable with its prefects, dining hall, dormitories, and so on. Charlie Bone, who discovers his
Endowment at age 11 and has grown up in enigmatic family circumstances which he is only just beginning
to figure out, makes many friends among the Endowed as well as the musicians, artists, and actors who
people the school. This first tale from a projected series benefits from a reading by Simon Russell Beale
which is rife with atmosphere and mystery. His voice, rich with nuance and emotion, brings to life each
person and situation, and embellishes the story with a sense of drama and suspense fully appropriate to the
tone of the writing. Charlie unravels one mystery of a missing Endowed girl in the course of setting the stage
for dramatic future adventures. Not as complex at least not yet as the Harry Potter books, the promise exists
for a continued completely fresh angle on the magic story. Many hints are provided of depths to be plumbed
in future entries in the series, and a few plot lines in particular are already obvious. Listeners are going to be
well rewarded in this audiobook, and they'll be anticipating future episodes.
Jane P. Fenn, Corning-Painted Post West High School, NY
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 4-6. These days stories about schools for budding magicians are inevitably compared to the Harry Potter
books. Indeed, British author Nimmo's creation, Bloor's Academy "for gifted children," bears some
resemblance to Hogwart's School, but the story itself is quite different. Seemingly ordinary Charlie Bone
suddenly discovers that he can hear the thoughts of people in photographs, a talent that dour Grandma Bone
and her three baleful sisters work to bend to their own ends by sending him to Bloor's and to its sinister
headmaster. It's not an easy year for Charlie despite the friends he makes. Too many people have it in for
him as he's swept into an age-old battle being waged by descendants of a powerful king of long ago. A
mysterious box, a missing girl, a strange man who flits in and out in the company of three brightly colored
cats, and various villains all figure into Charlie's exciting, fast-paced adventure tale, which happily is the first
book in planned quintet called Children of the Red King. Harry Potter's myriad fans will be well pleased.
Sally Estes
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

Praise for the Children of the Red King series

"Vivid characters and stories that hang together well." --THE WASHINGTON POST

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


"Nimmo's characterizations . . . have a high comfort level, and her major players are well-defined and
sympathetic. . . . an absorbing, well-wrought read." --BULLETIN OF THE CENTER FOR CHILDREN'S
BOOKS

"A . . . worthwhile offering for avid fantasy fans." --SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL

"[An] exciting, fast-paced adventure tale." --BOOKLIST

"In ten-year-old Charlie Bone, Nimmo gives readers a character every bit as likeable and ingenious as Harry
Potter. . . . [a] marvelous fantasy." --VOICE OF YOUTH ADVOCATES

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marlon Duenas:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Children of the Red King #1: Midnight for Charlie Bone.

Nancy Hartsell:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Children of the Red King #1:
Midnight for Charlie Bone to read.

Kristen Hancock:

Exactly why? Because this Children of the Red King #1: Midnight for Charlie Bone is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.



Julia Barr:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Children of the Red King #1: Midnight for
Charlie Bone publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Children of the Red
King #1: Midnight for Charlie Bone as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one
guide that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.
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