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With advice and instruction from an experienced actor and theater director, this
pragmatic, authoritative guide imparts backstage know-how for wouldbe
playhouse practitioners on everything from fundraising and finding a space to
selecting plays and navigating legal issues. Chronicling three seasons at
Chicago's award-winning Congo Square Theatre, this journey behind the curtain
reveals the nitty-gritty details-such as managing rent, parking, and safety issues;
determining tax status and calculating budgets; and finding flexible day jobs-that
are often overlooked amid the zeal of artistic pursuit. Inspired by Congo Square's
own unique inception, the valuable how-to also speaks directly to the many
underserved audiences who want to create their own companies, including
African American, Asian American, Latino, physically challenged, and GLBT
communities. With lists of Equity offices, legal advisers, and important
organizations, this complete resource is sure to help ambitious theater lovers
establish and maintain their own successful companies.
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With advice and instruction from an experienced actor and theater director, this pragmatic, authoritative
guide imparts backstage know-how for wouldbe playhouse practitioners on everything from fundraising and
finding a space to selecting plays and navigating legal issues. Chronicling three seasons at Chicago's award-
winning Congo Square Theatre, this journey behind the curtain reveals the nitty-gritty details-such as
managing rent, parking, and safety issues; determining tax status and calculating budgets; and finding
flexible day jobs-that are often overlooked amid the zeal of artistic pursuit. Inspired by Congo Square's own
unique inception, the valuable how-to also speaks directly to the many underserved audiences who want to
create their own companies, including African American, Asian American, Latino, physically challenged,
and GLBT communities. With lists of Equity offices, legal advisers, and important organizations, this
complete resource is sure to help ambitious theater lovers establish and maintain their own successful
companies.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Reginald Nelson
is the founding board president and former managing director of Congo Square Theatre Company in
Chicago. As an actor, he has worked with the Chicago Shakespeare Theater, Court Theatre, Goodman
Theatre, Lookingglass Theatre Company, Milwaukee Repertory, and Steppenwolf Theatre Company. David
Schwimmer is an actor who has appeared in numerous films and TV series—including 30 Rock, Band of
Brothers, Friends, Madagascar, and Six Days Seven Nights—and the director of Run Fatboy Run. He is a
cofounder and an ensemble member of Lookingglass Theatre in Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Fulghum:

Here thing why this kind of How to Start Your Own Theater Company are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. How to Start Your Own Theater Company giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with How to Start Your
Own Theater Company. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of How to Start Your Own Theater Company in e-book can be
your option.

Shawn Hernandez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this How to Start Your Own Theater Company.

Tracy Cluck:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this How to Start Your Own Theater
Company book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and



publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation How to Start Your Own Theater
Company as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break
don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Norbert Walling:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book How to Start Your Own Theater Company was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book How to Start Your Own
Theater Company has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading which.
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