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The main aim of this book is to argue that the use of private force by states has
been restricted by a norm against mercenary use. The book traces the evolution
of this norm, from mercenaries in medieval Europe through to private security
companies in modern day Iraq, telling a story about how the mercenaries of
yesterday have evolved into those of today in the process.

The norm against mercenaries has two components. First, mercenaries are
considered to be immoral because they use force outside legitimate, authoritative
control. Second, mercenaries are considered to be morally problematic because
they fight wars for selfish, financial reasons as opposed to fighting for some kind
of larger conception of the common good.

The book examines four puzzles about mercenary use, and argues that they can
only be explained by understanding the norm against mercenaries. First, the book
argues that moral disapproval of mercenaries led to the disappearance of
independent mercenaries from medieval Europe. Second, the transition from
armies composed of mercenaries to citizen armies in the nineteenth century can
only be understood with attention to the norm against mercenaries. Third, it is
impossible to understand why international law regarding mercenaries, created in
the 1970s and 1980s, is so ineffective without understanding the norm. Finally,
the disappearance of companies like Executive Outcomes and Sandline and the
development of today's private security industry cannot be understood without
the norm.

This book is a project of the Oxford Leverhulme Programme on the Changing
Character of War.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Beltran:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their can do
which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this kind of Mercenaries: The History of a Norm in International Relations
to read.

Victoria Schwan:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Mercenaries: The History of a Norm in International Relations provide you with a new
experience in looking at a book.

Frank Johnson:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mercenaries: The History of a Norm in
International Relations can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Heather Robertson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of



the Mercenaries: The History of a Norm in International Relations when you essential it?
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