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The Ethics is one of the undisputed masterworks of early modern philosophy. In
this single volume Spinoza offers the reader an unorthodox account of God, a
novel version of the mind-body relation, a systematic theory of the emotions and
a detailed prescription for human virtue and blessedness. Too controversial to be
published during his lifetime, it was surreptitiously printed by Spinoza's friends
after his death. Nowadays the Ethics is studied in university classes as an
exemplary work of early modern rationalism.
In Spinoza's 'Ethics': A Reader's Guide, J. Thomas Cook explains the
philosophical background against which the book was written and the key
themes inherent in the text. The book then guides the reader to a clear
understanding of the text as a whole, before exploring the reception and
influence of this classic philosophical work. This is the ideal companion to
study of this most influential and challenging of texts.
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The Ethics is one of the undisputed masterworks of early modern philosophy. In this single volume Spinoza
offers the reader an unorthodox account of God, a novel version of the mind-body relation, a systematic
theory of the emotions and a detailed prescription for human virtue and blessedness. Too controversial to be
published during his lifetime, it was surreptitiously printed by Spinoza's friends after his death. Nowadays
the Ethics is studied in university classes as an exemplary work of early modern rationalism.
In Spinoza's 'Ethics': A Reader's Guide, J. Thomas Cook explains the philosophical background
against which the book was written and the key themes inherent in the text. The book then guides the
reader to a clear understanding of the text as a whole, before exploring the reception and influence of
this classic philosophical work. This is the ideal companion to study of this most influential and
challenging of texts.
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Editorial Review

Review

"J. Thomas Cook has penned a readable and detailed introduction to one of the most difficult works of the
western philosophical tradition... Cook provides a section by section commentary on the Ethics, with helpful
questions for student readers at the end of each discussion. Throughout the work, and particularly in the last
chapter, the author provides an understanding of the controversy surrounding Spinoza and his philosophy."
Grant Havers, Trinity Western University, Canada, 2009.

"Cook's guide is readable and precise. His style compares favourably in clarity to many other such
guides...Importantly, Cook's is one of few recent guidebooks to make a concentrated effort to place Spinoza's
philosophy in its historical context and appraise its legacy...Cook has provided a clear and thorough
introduction to this well-established reading of Spinoza."
British Journal for the History of Philosophy, 2009

"Cook’s guide is readable and precise. His style compares favourably in clarity to many other such
guides…Importantly, Cook’s is one of few recent guidebooks to make a concentrated effort to place
Spinoza’s philosophy in its historical context and appraise its legacy…Cook has provided a clear and
thorough introduction to this well-established reading of Spinoza."
British Journal for the History of Philosophy, 2009

About the Author
J. Thomas Cook is Professor of Philosophy at Rollins College, Florida, USA. He has taught on the Ethics for
many years and published numerous articles and chapters on Spinoza. He serves on the Executive Board of
the North American Spinoza Society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hannelore Evans:

The book Spinoza's Ethics: A Reader's Guide (Reader's Guides) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
Spinoza's Ethics: A Reader's Guide (Reader's Guides)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book Spinoza's Ethics: A Reader's Guide (Reader's Guides) has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.



Stephen Vancleave:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book Spinoza's Ethics: A Reader's Guide (Reader's
Guides) has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
is extremely advantages for you. The publication Spinoza's Ethics: A Reader's Guide (Reader's Guides) is
not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Spinoza's
Ethics: A Reader's Guide (Reader's Guides). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Dwight Ambrose:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Spinoza's Ethics: A Reader's Guide (Reader's Guides).

Bennie Gale:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Spinoza's Ethics: A
Reader's Guide (Reader's Guides) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?
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