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In the fast-paced, high-urban landscape of Seoul, C and K are brothers who have
fallen in love with the same woman—Se-yeon—who tears at both of them as
they all try desperately to find real connection in an atomized world. A spectral,
nameless narrator haunts the edges of their lives as he tells of hiswork helping
the lost and hurting find escape through suicide. Dreamlike and beautiful, the
South Korea brought forth in this novel is cinematic in its urgency and its
reflection of contemporary life everywhere—far beyond the boundaries of the
Korean peninsula. Recalling the emational tension of Milan Kundera and the
existential anguish of Bret Easton Ellis, | Have the Right to Destroy Myself
achievesits author’s greatest wish—to show Korean literature as part of an
international tradition. Y oung-ha Kim is ayoung master, the leading literary
voice of his generation.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Korean novelist Kim's tantalizing 1996 debut novel concerns a calculating, urbane young man who makes a
business of helping his clients commit suicide. The narrator's favorite painting, Jacques-Louis David's The
Death of Marat, encapsul ates his outlook—to be detached and cold, an approach reflected in his account of a
recent client who was romantically involved with two brothers (called C and K). The woman, Se-yeon, isa
young, spacey, lollipop-sucking drifter who first hangs out with K before bedding C. Cab-driver K and video
artist C become obsessed with Se-Y eon, who looks (to them) like Gustave Klimt's Judith. Judith, as they
subsequently refer to her, later wanders off into a snowstorm, never to be seen by the brothers again.
However, inthis eerie, dliptical narrative, Judith reappears as the narrator's client. Moreover, Judith morphs
into other objects of desire, such as awoman from Hong Kong the narrator meetsin Viennaand an elusive
performance artist named Mimi whom C films. Kim'swork is a self-conscious literary exploration of truth,
death, desire and identity, and though it trafficsin racy themes, it never devolvesinto base voyeurism. (July)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Kim'sfirst novel reeks of 1990s South Korea, whose rising generation was the first to enjoy the freedoms
and the attendant anomie of awealthy society. There are three male and three femal e protagonists. The men
are the narrator and brothers C, avideo artist, and K, ataxi driver. The women are Judith (so-called by C,
after the biblical heroine as painted by Gustav Klimt), whom K bedsfirst (in C's apartment) but losesto C; a
woman the narrator meetsin Vienna; and performance artist Mimi, averse to cinematic media but willing to
have C tape her. It is eventually disclosed that Judith and Mimi are clients of the narrator, who writes novels,
perhaps including this one, but maintains a sideline in promotive rather than preventive suicide counseling.
Asbleak, chilling, and economically written as Stephen Crane's 1890s classics Maggie and George's Mother,
though with characters miles up the economic scale from Crane's, Kim's deadpan, elliptical story is even
more like the enigmatic love (?) stories of Taiwanese filmmaker Tsa Ming-liang, whose work must be
watched as raptly as Kim's must be read. Mesmerizing. Olson, Ray

Review

PRAISE FROM KOREA FOR | HAVE THE RIGHT TO DESTROY MY SELF

"[Kim’s] novels are fragments of his amazing imagination. With uncommon creativity, grotesque images,
and stories that build on and into each other like a computer game, he perplexes his readers as much as he
delights them."—LEADERS KOREA literary magazine

Users Review
From reader reviews:
AnnaHarlow:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This| Have the Right to Destroy Myself (Harvest Original) book is readabl e through
you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of |
Have the Right to Destroy Mysdlf (Harvest Original) content conveys the thought easily to understand by


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different asit. So,
do you till thinking | Have the Right to Destroy Myself (Harvest Original) is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

M ae Bushee:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the | Have the
Right to Destroy Myself (Harvest Original) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Shirley Nichols:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisislook different you
can read any book. It isreally fun for you personaly. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book | Have the Right to Destroy Myself (Harvest Original) it is very good to
read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore easily to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Elda Baggett:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you haveto dois
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many booksin the
top record in your reading list will be | Have the Right to Destroy Myself (Harvest Original). This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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