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Selected by Choice magazine as an Outstanding Academic Book for 2001

The highly-acclaimed first edition of this book chronicled the rise and fall of
witchcraft in Europe between the twelfth and the end of the seventeenth
centuries. Now greatly expanded, the classic anthology of contemporary texts
reexamines the phenomenon of witchcraft, taking into account the remarkable
scholarship since the book's publication almost thirty years ago.

Spanning the period from 400 to 1700, the second edition of Witchcraft in
Europe assembles nearly twice as many primary documents as the first, many
newly translated, along with new illustrations that trace the development of
witch-beliefs from late Mediterranean antiquity through the Enlightenment. Trial
records, inquisitors' reports, eyewitness statements, and witches' confessions,
along with striking contemporary illustrations depicting the career of the Devil
and his works, testify to the hundreds of years of terror that enslaved an entire
continent.

Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, Thomas Hobbes, and other thinkers are quoted
at length in order to determine the intellectual, perceptual, and legal processes by
which "folklore" was transformed into systematic demonology and persecution.
Together with explanatory notes, introductory essays—which have been revised
to reflect current research—and a new bibliography, the documents gathered in
Witchcraft in Europe vividly illumine the dark side of the European mind.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An indispensable source book."—Choice, in a review of the first edition

"Revisions have made this anthology stronger and even more essential."—Choice

"Comprehensive, original, scholarly, philosophically searching, and meticulously prepared. . . . The volume,
copiously illustrated, reveals the shocking impact of the belief in witches on Europe's Middle Ages, and
examines the struggles of thinkers . . . to confront the phenomenon on rational terms. This is a major work in
the genre."—Publishers Weekly, in a review of the first edition

About the Author
Alan Charles Kors is Professor of History at the University of Pennsylvania and author of Atheism in France,
1650-1729 and (with Harvey A. Silvergate) The Shadow University: The Betrayal of Liberty on America's
Campuses. Edward Peters is Henry Charles Lea Professor of History at the University of Pennsylvania.
Among his books are Torture and The First Crusade, both also available from the University of Pennsylvania
Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Santiago:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Witchcraft in Europe, 400-1700: A Documentary History (Middle Ages
Series). Try to the actual book Witchcraft in Europe, 400-1700: A Documentary History (Middle Ages
Series) as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside that
of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

James Sellers:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around



the world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Witchcraft in Europe, 400-1700: A
Documentary History (Middle Ages Series) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
acceptable book with you?

Ruby Freeman:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Witchcraft in Europe, 400-1700: A Documentary History
(Middle Ages Series) can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
should have Witchcraft in Europe, 400-1700: A Documentary History (Middle Ages Series).

Jerold Niemi:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Witchcraft in Europe, 400-1700: A Documentary
History (Middle Ages Series) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book
and read it. Beside that the book Witchcraft in Europe, 400-1700: A Documentary History (Middle Ages
Series) can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of this time.
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