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In a series of brilliant variations, William Gass presents a man’s life—futile,
comic, anarchic—arranged in an array of vocabularies, altered rhythms, forms,
and tones, with music as both theme and structure.

It begins in Graz, Austria, in 1938, when Joseph Skizzen’s father pretends to be
Jewish and emigrates to avoid the Nazis. In London with his wife and children
for the duration of the war, he mysteriously disappears and the rest of the family
relocates to a small town in Ohio. Here Joseph Skizzen grows up and leads a
resolutely ordinary life, but one that is built on a scaffold of forgery and deceit.
Outwardly he is a professor of music at a mediocre college; secretly he is the
earnestly obsessive curator of a private Inhumanity Museum, meant to contain
the guilt of centuries of atrocities. Middle C tells the story of his journey—a story
that is also an investigation into the nature of identity and the ways in which each
of us is several selves.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* This picaresque tale of a hapless poseur, music professor Joseph Skizzen, is a mischievous
variation on the moral dilemmas raised in Gass’ The Tunnel (1995), in which a historian grapples with his
life’s work, Guilt and Innocence in Hitler’s Germany. Skittish Joseph’s secret obsession with genocidal
horrors is manifest in his “Inhumanity Museum,” a motley collection of documents about human atrocities
that fills the attic in his decaying Victorian house in a small Ohio college town. Fearfully virginal Joseph
lives with his Austrian refugee mother, a ferocious gardener. They fled WWII Europe when he was a boy
after his father, a master of false identities, disappeared. Looking back on his anxiously improvised
American life, Joseph recalls incidents ludicrous, painful, and hilarious involving characters of delectably
cartoonish particulars connected to his misbegotten jobs at a record store and a library. Joseph also
remembers his lonely old piano teacher, who extolled middle C and the major third as a chord on which “all
that is good and warm and wholesome and joyful in nature is built.” Can a human life achieve such uplifting
unity and resonance? In this exuberantly learned bildungsroman—this torrent of curious facts and arch
commentary, puns and allusions—internationally lauded virtuoso Gass reflects on humanity’s crimes and
marvels, creating his funniest and most life-embracing book yet. --Donna Seaman

From Bookforum
The formidability of language and the drive for narrative complexity, which have long put Gass squarely in
the neither-nor camp where high-modernist experimentation overlaps with postmodern gamesmanship, are
both on ample display, as is the demanding erudition that the author injects in all his work. In tone, in its
black humor and formal self-consciousness, Middle C is, well, classic Gass, and as such the novel's arrival is
a signal event. When Middle C works most effectively as a novel, the reading experience is exhilarating. The
effect is like listening to an uncared-for LP—here the needle gets stuck in the scratches, repeating a snippet
over and over, there it suddenly glides forward over the dusty surface. I wish I could summon an image that
doesn't immediately come off as negative (or Make Middle C sound like a broken record), for Gass's
strategies in constructing his novel are at times brilliant as they are taxing. Elaboration without triumph,
finality without completion: In the end, we're back at the beginning. It's not a novel departure, but in Gass's
Trojan horse of a book, it is an always adventuresome trip. —Eric Banks

Review
“Middle C takes its place in that great line of modern novels about inauthenticity. . . . However, there is
nothing sham to Gass’s art: It’s not just dazzling, it’s the real thing.” —The Washington Post

“A world-devouring novel. . . . Of all living literary figures, William Gass may count as the most daringly
scathing and most assertively fecund: in language, in ideas, in intricacy of form; above all in relentless fury. .
. . This unquiet bildungsroman is designed to detonate its mild, middling title. . . . Exhilaratingly ingenious . .
. unexpected and dizzying.” —Cynthia Ozick, The New York Times Book Review

“Rhythmic and sonic. . . . A final statement of Gass’s belief in the sound of literary language.” —The Times
Literary Supplement (London)
 
“Gass is a magician of the word, the writer of a prose so rich that it makes Vladimir Nabokov’s seem
impoverished. . . . Metaphors leap through hoops, similes elicit oohs and ahs, and daredevil paragraphs bring
down the house. There’s never any fat or slack to his sentences, though sometimes they unfold quietly,
almost slyly, until blossoming into little stories all their own.” —The Washington Post

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


“Middle C is driven by plot, by a largely comic chain of cause and consequence. . . . Skizzen proves as
befuddled an academic wanderer as anyone this country has seen since Nabokov’s Timofey Pnin.” —The
New York Review of Books

“A mischievous variation on the moral dilemmas raised in Gass’s The Tunnel . . . In this exuberantly learned
bildungsroman—this torrent of curious facts and arch commentary, puns and allusions—internationally
lauded virtuoso Gass reflects on humanity’s crimes and marvels, creating his funniest and most life-
embracing book yet.” —Booklist (starred)

“Extraordinary. . . . A religious allegory and a philosophical meditation on language and consciousness as
the source of evil.” —The Boston Globe

“Gass orchestrates his fiction with thematic elements as a composer might a symphony.” —Timeout  New
York

“Exhilarating . . .dazzling.” —Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

“Epic . . . crazily rich with thought . . . remarkably detailed. . . . Gass beautifully coaxes the unheard music
from a seemingly muted life. . . . The unprecedented work of a master.” —Publishers Weekly 

“A masterly work of language and imagery from one of America’s most celebrated authors.” —Library
Journal (starred)

“Engaging, melancholy. . . . Gass remains a master of apt metaphors, graceful sentences and a flinty,
unforgiving brand of humor; it may be the most entertaining novel you’ll read that half wishes humanity was
wiped off the map. . . . Gass, now 88, clearly has endings on his mind, which he addresses with fearsome
brio and wit.” —Kirkus

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Akins:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Middle C (Vintage International). Try to make the book Middle C
(Vintage International) as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Susan Hare:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Middle C
(Vintage International) suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Middle C (Vintage International)is one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular



book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape
that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Santiago Bronson:

Often the book Middle C (Vintage International) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Leroy Barker:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that
really opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Middle C (Vintage International),
you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.
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