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When Cylin Busby was nine years old, she was obsessed with 1zod clothing, the
Muppets, and a box turtle she kept in a shoebox. Then everything changed
overnight. Her police officer father, John, was driving to his shift when someone
leveled a shotgun at his window. The blasts that followed left John's jaw on the
passenger seat of his car-literaly. While clinging to life, he managed to write
down the name of the only person he thought could have pulled the trigger. The
suspect? A local ex-con with rumored mob connections. The motive? Officer
Busby was scheduled to testify against the suspect's family in an upcoming trial.
Overnight, the Busbys went from being the "family next door" to one under 24-
hour armed guard, with police escorts to school, and no contact with friends.
Worse, the shooter was still on the loose, and it seemed only a matter of time
before he'd come after John-or someone else in the family-again. With few
choices left to them, the Bushby family went into hiding, severing all tiesto the
only life they had known.
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When Cylin Busby was nine years old, she was obsessed with I1zod clothing, the Muppets, and a box turtle
she kept in a shoebox. Then everything changed overnight. Her police officer father, John, was driving to his
shift when someone leveled a shotgun at his window. The blasts that followed left John's jaw on the
passenger seat of his car-literally. While clinging to life, he managed to write down the name of the only
person he thought could have pulled the trigger. The suspect? A local ex-con with rumored mob connections.
The motive? Officer Busby was scheduled to testify against the suspect's family in an upcoming trial.
Overnight, the Busbys went from being the "family next door" to one under 24-hour armed guard, with
police escorts to school, and no contact with friends. Worse, the shooter was still on the loose, and it seemed
only a matter of time before he'd come after John-or someone else in the family-again. With few choices left
to them, the Busby family went into hiding, severing all tiesto the only life they had known.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Grade 9 Up—On August 31, 1979, tough cop John Busby was shot at close range while driving to work on
Cape Cod. Bleeding profusely with the lower half of hisface blown off, he realized that somebody wanted
him dead, and identified a brazen local bully as the culprit, an arsonist with whose family Busby had clashed
on the job. John and his daughter, Cylin, who was nine at the time of the shooting, recount the year that
followed in alternating chapters, incorporating candid commentary and sometimes-disturbing detail about a
crime that never resulted in arrests. With the entire Busby family under 24-hour police protection, John
began the reconstructive surgeries that would stretch for years, while Cylin and her two brothers tried to cope
with guards accompanying them to school and the resulting social isolation. John Busby is frank about the
corruption in the local police department that let his attacker intimidate anyone he chose, and bluntly
describes his frustration and need for revenge in the months following the attack. Cylin speaks with avoice
of innocence shattered as she struggles to comprehend what happened to her family and why her friends have
abandoned her. When the town balked at the continuing expense of providing personal protection and the
constant fear brought the family to the breaking point, the Busbys went into hiding, seeking areturn to some
semblance of normalcy. The page-turner pace is frequently interrupted by awkwardly placed flashbacks to
moments in John's police work, but, ultimately, thisisastory of survival and triumph.—Joyce Adams
Burner, Hillcrest Library, Prairie Village, KS

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Before August 31, 1979, nine-year-old Cylin’s biggest worry was avoiding her grumpy neighbor. Then her
family’ s life changed forever when her father, a Cape Cod policeman, was shot on his drive to work.
Horribly injured, with most of hislower jaw blown away, John Busby somehow managed to stop his car and
run for help. Although John was convinced he knew his attacker’ s identity, the investigation mysteriously
stalled, and the Busby family was given 24-hour protection during the long experimental effort to reconstruct
John's face. Eventually the family went into hiding, starting over in another state. In alternating chapters,
John and Cylin Busby tell the story of John’s ordeal and the devastating impact on his family. John’s laconic,
just-the-facts-ma am style underscores the horror he was enduring, while Cylin’'s perspective drives home
the fear and emotional misery the family suffered. The appalling physical injuries may deter the squeamish,
but this riveting story will stay with readers, particularly its message that John’s anger and desire for revenge
were the hardest wounds to heal. Grades 9-12. --Lynn Rutan

Review
"A remarkable book. ... Together, father and daughter weave a startling, heartbreaking tale.” -"Barnstable™"
Patriot"

"Cylin's detailed account of her childhood isrea and, though certainly full of danger and fear, isalso a
testament to the strength of the power of kids' resiliency. Although the shooter and his family remained on
the run and after John Busby, the Busby's drive to keep their family safe resonates with awe throughout the
book. A fascinating true story for young readers 10 and up, "The Y ear We Disappeared" makes for a
spellbinding reading." -Copley News Service"Where John's chapters provide the grim facts, it is Cylin's
authentically childlike perspective that, in revealing the cost to her innocence, renders the tragic experience
most searingly." --"Publishers Weekly," starred review


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

"This true-crime story manages to be suspenseful and reflective at the same time, and it will draw both
leisure and reluctant readers.” --VOYA

"[A] gripping story." VOY A, teen reviewer
"A page-turner." -SLJ

"No one with even amarginal interest in true crime writing should miss this page-turner, by turns shocking
and almost unbearably sad.” -"Publisher's Weekly" (starred review)

"A fascinating tale, making the costs of violence unequivocally clear. ...John's hard-won conclusion about
vengeance--violence needn't be perpetuated because it would only damage his family more--holds a striking
lesson for everyone, not just teens." -"Chicago"" Sun Times'"

"Thisriveting story will stay with readers, particularly its message that John's anger and desire for revenge
were the hardest wounds to heal." - "Booklist"

"The book flows seamlessly back and forth from father's to daughter's perspective, each jump between
narrators providing further explanation and insight and pulling readers deeper into the story." -- "VOY A"
(Teen Reviewer)

"This true-crime story manages to be suspenseful and reflective at the same time, and it will draw both
leisure and reluctant readers.” - "VOYA"

"A page-turner... Ultimately, a story of survival and triumph." -"SLJ"

Users Review
From reader reviews:
April Little:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Y ear We Disappeared: A Father - Daughter
Memoir. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Aslong as we know about how is
important the book The Y ear We Disappeared: A Father - Daughter Memoir. Y ou can add understanding and
of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open abook or perhaps
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
go through.

Sara Burns:

The book The Y ear We Disappeared: A Father - Daughter Memoir can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like abook The Y ear We
Disappeared: A Father - Daughter Memoir? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book The Y ear We Disappeared: A Father - Daughter Memoir has simple shape nevertheless, you



know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Mildred Yen:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Year We
Disappeared: A Father - Daughter Memoir that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for al of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Y ear We Disappeared: A Father - Daughter
Memoir become your current starter.

Virginia Kang:

Beside this particular The Y ear We Disappeared: A Father - Daughter Memoir in your phone, it could
possibly give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Y ear We Disappeared: A Father -
Daughter Memoir because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you
would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!
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