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Following 9/11, Americans were swept up in anear hysteria-level fear of
terrorists, especially of Islamic extremists working domestically. The government
and media reports stoked fears that people living in the US have the desire and
means to wreak extreme havoc and destruction. Early reports estimated slightly
more than 300 al Qaeda operatives living in the United States. It wasn't long
before this number became 2,000 or 5,000 domestic terrorists. As these estimates
snowballed, so did spending on federal counterterrorism organizations and
measures, spending which now totals over atrillion dollars. The federal
government launched more covert operations in the name of fighting terrorist
adversaries than they did in the entirety of the forty-five year Cold War. For each
apprehension of a credible terrorist suspect, the US government created or re-
organized two counterterrorism organizations. The scale of these efforts has been
enormous, yet somehow they have not been proven to make Americans feels safe
from what they perceive to be a massive terrorist threat. But how well-founded is
thisfear? Isthe threat of terrorism in the United States as vast as it seems and are
counterterrorism efforts effective and appropriatel y-scaled?

It has not, statistically speaking, been efficient or successful. Only one alarmin
10,000 has proven to be a legitimate threat-the rest are what the authors refer to
as "ghosts." These ghosts are enormous drains on resources and contribute to a
countrywide paranoiathat has resulted in widespread support and minimal
critical questioning of massive expenditures and infringements on civil liberties,
including invasions of privacy and questionably legal imprisonments. In Chasing
Ghosts, John Mueller and Mark Stewart argue that the "ghost chase" occupying
American fears, law enforcement, and federal spending persists because the
public believes that there exists in the US adire and significant threat of
terrorism. The authors seek to analyze to what degree thisis atrue and to what
degree the threat posed by terrorists in the US defends the extraordinary costs
currently put towards their investigation.

The chance that an American will be killed by aterrorist domestically in any
given year is about onein four million (under present conditions). Y et despite
this statistically low risk and the extraordinary amount of resources put towards
combatting threats, Americans do not professto feel any safer from terrorists.
Until the true threat of domestic terrorism is analyzed and understood, the
country cannot begin to confront whether our pursuit of ghosts isworth the cost.
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Following 9/11, Americans were swept up in anear hysteria-level fear of terrorists, especially of Islamic
extremists working domestically. The government and media reports stoked fears that people living in the
US have the desire and means to wreak extreme havoc and destruction. Early reports estimated slightly more
than 300 a Qaeda operatives living in the United States. It wasn't long before this number became 2,000 or
5,000 domestic terrorists. As these estimates snowballed, so did spending on federal counterterrorism
organizations and measures, spending which now totals over atrillion dollars. The federal government
launched more covert operations in the name of fighting terrorist adversaries than they did in the entirety of
the forty-five year Cold War. For each apprehension of a credible terrorist suspect, the US government
created or re-organized two counterterrorism organizations. The scale of these efforts has been enormous, yet
somehow they have not been proven to make Americans feels safe from what they perceive to be amassive
terrorist threat. But how well-founded is this fear? I's the threat of terrorism in the United States as vast as it
seems and are counterterrorism efforts effective and appropriatel y-scaled?

It has not, statistically speaking, been efficient or successful. Only one alarm in 10,000 has proven to bea
legitimate threat-the rest are what the authors refer to as "ghosts." These ghosts are enormous drains on
resources and contribute to a countrywide paranoiathat has resulted in widespread support and minimal
critical questioning of massive expenditures and infringements on civil liberties, including invasions of
privacy and questionably legal imprisonments. In Chasing Ghosts, John Mueller and Mark Stewart argue that
the "ghost chase" occupying American fears, law enforcement, and federal spending persists because the
public believes that there exists in the US a dire and significant threat of terrorism. The authors seek to
analyze to what degree thisis atrue and to what degree the threat posed by terroristsin the US defends the
extraordinary costs currently put towards their investigation.

The chance that an American will be killed by aterrorist domestically in any given year is about one in four
million (under present conditions). Y et despite this statistically low risk and the extraordinary amount of
resources put towards combatting threats, Americans do not profess to feel any safer from terrorists. Until
the true threat of domestic terrorism is analyzed and understood, the country cannot begin to confront
whether our pursuit of ghosts is worth the cost.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kim Duncan:

This book untitled Atomic Obsession: Nuclear Alarmism from Hiroshimato Al-Qaedato be one of several
books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit init.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book

in your Mobile phone. So thereis no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Samar a Reed:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extratime or they will get great
deal of stressfrom both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. Peopleis human not arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is usually Atomic Obsession: Nuclear Alarmism from Hiroshimato Al-Qaeda.

Jack Rosa:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Atomic Obsession: Nuclear
Alarmism from Hiroshimato Al-Qaedathat give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by ssmply
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world agreat deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for al of you
who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Atomic Obsession: Nuclear Alarmism
from Hiroshimato Al-Qaeda become your current starter.

Donna Davis:

This Atomic Obsession: Nuclear Alarmism from Hiroshimato Al-Qaedais great e-book for you because the
content that isfull of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no
rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering



sentences. Having Atomic Obsession: Nuclear Alarmism from Hiroshimato Al-Qaedain your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So, thisis certainly
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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