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Once America's "arsenal of democracy," Detroit is now the symbol of the
American urban crisis. In this reappraisal of America's racial and economic
inequalities, Thomas Sugrue asks why Detroit and other industrial cities have
become the sites of persistent racialized poverty. He challenges the conventional
wisdom that urban decline is the product of the social programs and racial
fissures of the 1960s. Weaving together the history of workplaces, unions, civil
rights groups, political organizations, and real estate agencies, Sugrue finds the
roots of today's urban poverty in a hidden history of racial violence,
discrimination, and deindustrialization that reshaped the American urban
landscape after World War II.

This Princeton Classics edition includes a new preface by Sugrue, discussing the
lasting impact of the postwar transformation on urban America and the chronic
issues leading to Detroit's bankruptcy.
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Once America's "arsenal of democracy," Detroit is now the symbol of the American urban crisis. In this
reappraisal of America's racial and economic inequalities, Thomas Sugrue asks why Detroit and other
industrial cities have become the sites of persistent racialized poverty. He challenges the conventional
wisdom that urban decline is the product of the social programs and racial fissures of the 1960s. Weaving
together the history of workplaces, unions, civil rights groups, political organizations, and real estate
agencies, Sugrue finds the roots of today's urban poverty in a hidden history of racial violence,
discrimination, and deindustrialization that reshaped the American urban landscape after World War II.

This Princeton Classics edition includes a new preface by Sugrue, discussing the lasting impact of the
postwar transformation on urban America and the chronic issues leading to Detroit's bankruptcy.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 1998 Bancroft Prize in American History
Winner of the 1997 Philip Taft Prize in Labor History
Winner of the 1996 President's Book Award, Social Science History Association
Winner of the 1997 Best Book in North American Urban History Award, Urban History Association
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 1997

Praise for Princeton's previous edition:"[Sugrue's] disciplined historical engagement with a complex, often
inglorious, past offers a compelling model for understanding how race and the Rust Belt converged to create
the current impasse."--America

Praise for Princeton's previous edition: "A splendid book that does no less than transform our understanding
of United States history after 1940."--Labor History

Praise for Princeton's previous edition: "[A] first-rate account . . . . With insight and elegance, Sugrue
describes the street-by-street warfare to maintain housing values against the perceived encroachment of
blacks trying desperately to escape the underbuilt and overcrowded slums."--Choice

Praise for Princeton's previous edition: "Perhaps by offering a clearer picture of how the urban crisis began,
Sugrue brings us a bit closer to finding a way to end it."--In These Times

Praise for Princeton's previous edition: "[T]he most interesting, informative, and provocative book on
modern Detroit."--Detroit Free Press

Praise for Princeton's previous edition: "Superbly researched and engagingly written."--Reviews in
American History

Praise for Princeton's previous edition: "[A] devastating critique of the currently fashionable 'culture of
poverty' thesis. Must reading for anyone concerned about the current urban crisis."--Jacqueline Jones,
Lingua Franca

From the Back Cover

"This superb study offers a richly detailed account of the rise and fall of twentieth-century Detroit.... Must
reading for ... everyone concerned about the current urban crisis."--Jacqueline Jones, author of The
Dispossessed: America's Underclass from the Civil War to the Present

"Sugrue's incredibly rich, nuanced, multilayered account of the transformation of Detroit provides the
historical perspective missing in virtually all accounts of the crisis ravaging today's inner cities."--Robin D.
G. Kelley, author of Race Rebels: Culture, Politics, and the Black Working Class



About the Author
Thomas J. Sugrue is the David Boies Professor of History and Sociology at the University of Pennsylvania.
He is the author of Not Even Past: Barack Obama and the Burden of Race (Princeton) and Sweet Land of
Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in the North.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Hartzell:

Often the book The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton Classics)
has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Peter Cox:

Why? Because this The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton
Classics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Mary Craine:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar
Detroit (Princeton Classics) why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Karen Delamora:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and
Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton Classics) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you



know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality
in Postwar Detroit (Princeton Classics) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like
this.
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