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It has become conventional to think of urbanism and landscape as opposing one
another--or to think of landscape as merely providing temporary relief from
urban life as shaped by buildings and infrastructure. But, driven in part by
environmental concerns, landscape has recently emerged as a model and medium
for the city, with some theorists arguing that landscape architects are the
urbanists of our age. In Landscape as Urbanism, one of the field's pioneers
presents a powerful case for rethinking the city through landscape.

Charles Waldheim traces the roots of landscape as a form of urbanism from its
origins in the Renaissance through the twentieth century. Growing out of
progressive architectural culture and populist environmentalism, the concept was
further informed by the nineteenth-century invention of landscape architecture as
a "new art" charged with reconciling the design of the industrial city with its
ecological and social conditions. In the late twentieth and early twenty-first
centuries, as urban planning shifted from design to social science, and as urban
design committed to neotraditional models of town planning, landscape urbanism
emerged to fill a void at the heart of the contemporary urban project.

Generously illustrated, Landscape as Urbanism examines works from around the
world by designers ranging from Ludwig Hilberseimer, Andrea Branzi, and
Frank Lloyd Wright to James Corner, Adriaan Geuze, and Michael Van
Valkenburgh. The result is the definitive account of an emerging field that is
likely to influence the design of cities for decades to come.
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It has become conventional to think of urbanism and landscape as opposing one another--or to think of
landscape as merely providing temporary relief from urban life as shaped by buildings and infrastructure.
But, driven in part by environmental concerns, landscape has recently emerged as a model and medium for
the city, with some theorists arguing that landscape architects are the urbanists of our age. In Landscape as
Urbanism, one of the field's pioneers presents a powerful case for rethinking the city through landscape.

Charles Waldheim traces the roots of landscape as a form of urbanism from its origins in the Renaissance
through the twentieth century. Growing out of progressive architectural culture and populist
environmentalism, the concept was further informed by the nineteenth-century invention of landscape
architecture as a "new art" charged with reconciling the design of the industrial city with its ecological and
social conditions. In the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, as urban planning shifted from design
to social science, and as urban design committed to neotraditional models of town planning, landscape
urbanism emerged to fill a void at the heart of the contemporary urban project.

Generously illustrated, Landscape as Urbanism examines works from around the world by designers ranging
from Ludwig Hilberseimer, Andrea Branzi, and Frank Lloyd Wright to James Corner, Adriaan Geuze, and
Michael Van Valkenburgh. The result is the definitive account of an emerging field that is likely to influence
the design of cities for decades to come.
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Editorial Review

Review
Shortlisted for the 2017 Urban Design Book Award, Urban Design Group

"Before our cities were grids of asphalt, brick, and steel, they were islands, wetlands, and deserts. For
centuries, urbanism relied on the engineer to reconstruct the natural environment around the built
environment. But in our era of populist environmentalism, urbanism looks more than ever to the landscape
architect. This book reflects on the transformation in which the landscape architect, by adapting human
infrastructure to nature, is really the ultimate urbanist."--Metropolis

"In Landscape as Urbanism, one of the field's pioneers presents a powerful case for rethinking the city
through landscape. Generously illustrated, [the book] examines works from around the world by designers
ranging from Ludwig Hilberseimer, Andrea Branzi, and Frank Lloyd Wright to James Corner, Adriaan
Geuze, and Michael Van Valkenburgh."--ArcSpace

"Rich in bold ideas."--Jared Green, The Dirt blog

"For decades, New Urbanism was the only acceptable form of urban planning in the United States. In the
past 15 years, however, several challengers have appeared on the scene, none bolder than the landscape
urbanism movement. Spearheaded by Charles Waldheim, who chaired the Department of Landscape
Architecture at Harvard's Graduate School of Design (GSD) from 2009 to 2015, the movement and its
protagonists argue that landscape, more than buildings, has fundamentally changed the way cities urbanize in
the 21st century. Waldheim's new book, Landscape as Urbanism . . . reflects on the origins of landscape
urbanism and theorizes about its continued cultural relevance."--Samuel Medina, Metropolis

"Talking about landscape urbanism is more like telling a story than theorizing a practice, and Waldheim tells
this story well, with an authority arising from his key role in developing landscape urbanism. . . . As a history
teacher faced with endless questions from students who love the idea of it but can't really work out what it is,
I am grateful to Waldheim for his new book: Now I can give some readings that have some clarity,
accompanied by great writing."--Julian Roxworthy, Landscape Architecture Magazine

"Charles Waldheim, Irving professor of landscape architecture, advances a theoretical underpinning for
breaching the barriers that have separated urbanism and landscape; the aim is a more coherent view of what
cities can be."--Harvard Magazine

"[A] thorough and highly researched book."--David Sisam, Canadian Architect

"A timely and fascinating book."--National Urban Design Awards 2017

From the Back Cover

"Landscape as Urbanism creates a much-needed intellectual infrastructure for the maturing but still-evolving
field of landscape urbanism. Comprehensive and excellent, this will be an essential volume for urbanists,
architects, landscape architects, and urban designers and planners."--Jane Amidon, Northeastern
University School of Architecture



About the Author
Charles Waldheim is the John E. Irving Professor and Chair of Landscape Architecture at Harvard
University's Graduate School of Design. He is the author of Constructed Ground, the editor of The
Landscape Urbanism Reader and Case: Lafayette Park Detroit, and the coeditor of Stalking Detroit and
Composite Landscapes, among other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Grimm:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Landscape as Urbanism: A General Theory. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book
Landscape as Urbanism: A General Theory. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era,
you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Donald Hamann:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Landscape as Urbanism: A General Theory ended up
being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The publication Landscape as Urbanism: A General Theory is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Landscape as
Urbanism: A General Theory. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Della Ferguson:

The knowledge that you get from Landscape as Urbanism: A General Theory is a more deep you digging the
information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Landscape as Urbanism: A General Theory giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who
read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this Landscape as Urbanism: A General Theory instantly.

Glory Ruiz:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Landscape as Urbanism: A General Theory your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every



single word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get just before. The Landscape as Urbanism: A General Theory giving you one more
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era.
So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?
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