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Your power tools for making the complex comprehensible

Now more than ever, our students are being asked to do highly advanced
thinking, talking, and writing around their reading. If only there were ingenious
new tools that could give our students the space to tease apart complex ideas in
order to comprehend and weld their understandings into a new whole. Good
news: these tools exist—Mining Complex Text. You’ll learn how
graphic organizers can:

Help students read, reread, and take notes on a text●

Promote students’ oral sharing of information and their ideas●

Elevate organized note-making from complex text(s)●

Scaffold students’ narrative and informational writing●
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Editorial Review

Review

“How many times have you heard ‘a picture is worth a thousand words.’ Visual, graphic information is
important because human brains are hard-wired to attend to images. The challenge is that students still have
to read words to achieve success. In this text, Lapp, Wolsey, Wood, and Johnson make a vital connection
between reading words and the role of graphics. They demonstrate how teachers and students can blend the
two such that great learning occurs in every classroom, every day.”

 (DOUGLAS FISHER, Coauthor of Rigorous Reading)

“Lapp, Wolsey, Wood, and Johnson have written a book that will become the resource for using graphic
organizers across disciplines! With careful attention to the details teachers crave in order to design
meaningful lessons, the authors guide teachers on a journey that takes them far beyond the traditional uses
of graphic organizers—jotting notes and organizing information—and show teachers how these visual tools
lead students to independent thinking and inquiry, as well as support the Common Core reading and writing
standards. What I love about this book is that it fosters original thinking among students as they design
graphic organizers that enable them to unpack meaning from complex texts and develop arguments for
essays.”
(LAURA ROBB, Author of Vocabulary Is Comprehension)

“Professional books have long urged teachers to use graphic organizers, but most of these books are
dreadfully short on specifics. Diane Lapp and her colleagues have addressed this problem in an admirable
fashion. They examine with care the kinds of organizers available to teachers, together with when and how
to use them. And by showing how organizers transcend disciplinary boundaries, the authors pave the way for
a school-wide focus for professional learning. Educators endeavoring to meet the challenges of the Common
Core should mark this title as a must-read. This engaging book is long overdue and I recommend it
enthusiastically!” 

(MICHAEL MCKENNA, Coauthor of Assessment for Reading Instruction, Second Edition)

“For educators looking for ways to implement graphic organizers in their classrooms, this is the resource
for you. The numerous types of graphic organizers, the research behind them, and the how and why to use
them with students are all at your fingertips. I envision this book being especially helpful for teachers new to
the field just learning about graphic organizers.”
(LESLIE BLAUMAN, Author of The Common Core Companion, Grades 3-5)

About the Author

Diane Lapp is a Distinguished Professor of Education at San Diego State University, where her research and
instruction focuses on issues related to struggling readers and writers, their families, and their teachers. An



instructional coach for the Health Sciences High and Middle College in San Diego, she has recently returned
to the classroom to teach sixth-grade English and Earth Science. Dr. Lapp is also a member of both the
California and International Reading Halls of Fame for her dedication to reading instruction.

As a teacher for online courses hosted by the University of Central Florida, Dr. Thomas DeVere Wolsey is
interested in how the interactions of students in digital and face-to-face environments change their learning.
While much of his research centers on how visual information, such as graphic organizers, works in tandem
with text to improve learning, he is also intrigued by the intersections of traditional literacies with digital
literacies, specifically focusing on how those literacies affect teacher preparation and professional
development. 

Dr. Karen Wood has been training literacy specialists for over 25 years at the University of North Carolina
at Charlotte, where she is a Professor in the Department of Reading and Elementary Education. Dr. Wood is
a published author and former reading teacher, reading specialist, and K–12 instructional coordinator, and
much of her writing focuses on translating research and theory into classroom practice across all subjects and
grade levels. 

A faculty member in teacher education at San Diego State University and a teacher at Health Sciences High
and Middle College, Dr. Kelly Johnson devotes much of her work to the middle and secondary classrooms.
She is interested in the teaching and learning connection that results from teacher modeling, productive
group work, formative assessment, and student engagement.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

The feeling that you get from Mining Complex Text, Grades 6-12: Using and Creating Graphic Organizers to
Grasp Content and Share New Understandings (Corwin Literacy) could be the more deep you looking the
information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but Mining Complex Text, Grades 6-12: Using and Creating Graphic Organizers to
Grasp Content and Share New Understandings (Corwin Literacy) giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read this
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We recommend you for having this Mining Complex Text, Grades 6-12: Using and Creating Graphic
Organizers to Grasp Content and Share New Understandings (Corwin Literacy) instantly.



Ryan Calhoun:

The e-book untitled Mining Complex Text, Grades 6-12: Using and Creating Graphic Organizers to Grasp
Content and Share New Understandings (Corwin Literacy) is the book that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of Mining Complex Text, Grades 6-12: Using and Creating Graphic Organizers to
Grasp Content and Share New Understandings (Corwin Literacy) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Rhonda Hoffman:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is usually Mining Complex Text, Grades 6-12: Using and Creating Graphic Organizers to Grasp
Content and Share New Understandings (Corwin Literacy).

Nelson McNamee:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Mining Complex Text, Grades 6-12: Using and Creating Graphic
Organizers to Grasp Content and Share New Understandings (Corwin Literacy) was filled about science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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