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Want to know how to garden with lobsters? How to sober up? Grow a beard? Or
simply how to make a perfect omelet? Look no further. Rather, look backward.

Based on the popular blog, Ask the Past is full of the wisdom of the ages--as well
as the fad diets, zany pickup lines, and bacon Band-Aids of the ages. Drawn from
centuries of antique texts by historian and bibliophile Elizabeth P. Archibald, Ask
the Past offers a delightful array of advice both wise and weird.

Whether it's eighteenth-century bedbug advice (sprinkle bed with gunpowder and
let smolder), budget fashion tips of the Middle Ages (save on the clothes, splurge
on the purse) or a sixteenth-century primer on seduction (hint: do no pass gas),
Ask the Past is a wildly entertaining guide to life from the people who lived it
first.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Lucky for her readers, Archibald has a wry wit and keen eye for absurdity. Some of the book's advice
makes the past feel very far away...but much of it reminds of what we have in common with our ancestors,
who also worried about attracting lovers, raising children, and killing bedbugs (the secret is
gunpowder)."?Boston Globe

"Comical and illuminating."?Johns Hopkins Magazine

About the Author
Yale-educated historian Elizabeth P. Archibald is an instructor at the Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins.
Her research focuses on the history of education from antiquity to the Renaissance, as well as the history of
books. She launched the blog Ask the Past in 2013.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Ask the Past: Pertinent and Impertinent Advice from
Yesteryear. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book Ask the Past: Pertinent and Impertinent Advice from Yesteryear. You can add know-how
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Shelia Coggins:

Here thing why this particular Ask the Past: Pertinent and Impertinent Advice from Yesteryear are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Ask the Past: Pertinent and Impertinent Advice from
Yesteryear giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there
is no guide that similar with Ask the Past: Pertinent and Impertinent Advice from Yesteryear. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Ask the Past: Pertinent and Impertinent Advice from Yesteryear in e-book can be your
alternate.



Lori Morgan:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Ask
the Past: Pertinent and Impertinent Advice from Yesteryear your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get just before. The Ask the Past: Pertinent and Impertinent Advice from Yesteryear
giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for
your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Lisa Yates:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Ask the Past: Pertinent and Impertinent Advice from Yesteryear can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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