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This is the current edition of Biography of an Ideal, which is a concise history of
the United States civil service and the remarkable employees who have helped
make our country great. It is a unique work, prepared by those who have been
given the honor and privilege of protecting and administering our merit-based
system, first at the Civil Service Commission and now at the U.S. Office of
Personnel Management. Originally published in conjunction with the 75th
anniversary of the landmark Civil Service Act of 1883 and updated in 1973, the
current edition adds important chapters that memorialize the critical
developments in the civil service in the last three decades. The Civil Service
Reform Act of 1978 brought fundamental structural changes that gave birth to
OPM, the Merit Systems Protection Board, and a new Senior Executive Service.
The election of the first American President with an advanced degree in business
at the beginning of the 21st century brings new emphasis on results-oriented
management of the Federal Government and a maturing role for OPM as central
personnel agent. In his 2001 inaugural address, President Bush spoke of the
grand and enduring ideals that unite Americans across the generations. The
grandest of these, the "unfolding American promise that everyone belongs, that
everyone deserves a chance, that no insignificant person was ever born." That
grand ideal lies at the core of the American civil service, as do so many of our
laws and institutions. It is embodied in the remarkably timeless merit system
principles, the firm foundation on which our civil service has been built and on
which we will continue to build as we write the next chapters in the history of the
civil service in the United States. These principles have served our Nation well
during times of war and peace, and since September 11th, we have again turned
to the merit principles as the basis for the Federal workforce that will help us
prevail in our efforts against those who seek to destroy our system of governance.
The challenges are many as we work to perfect our ideal and create an even
better, fairer system based on the merit principles, a system that will attract and
motivate the best and the brightest of the rising generation to heed the call to
public service. This 120th anniversary edition of Biography of an Ideal is
dedicated to the countless public servants in whose footsteps the next generation
will follow; men and women who, throughout the years, have applied their talent,
skills, and energy on behalf of our country. Thanks to their contributions, the
ideals of our founders serve today as an inspiration for the world.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheila Walker:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Biography of an Ideal: A History of the Federal Civil Service why
because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Maria Gray:

The book untitled Biography of an Ideal: A History of the Federal Civil Service contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Kathy Lloyd:

Beside that Biography of an Ideal: A History of the Federal Civil Service in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Biography of an Ideal: A History of the Federal Civil Service because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book and also read it from today!

Robert Burmeister:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Biography of an Ideal: A History
of the Federal Civil Service to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading



proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Biography of an Ideal: A History of the
Federal Civil Service can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of their time.
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