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Latin America has often been condemned to failure. Neither poor enough to
evoke Africa's moral crusade, nor as explosively booming as Indiaand China, it
has largely been overlooked by the West. Y et this vast continent, home to half a
billion people, the world’ s largest reserves of arable land, and 8.5 percent of
global oil, isbusily transforming its political and economic landscape.

This book argues that rather than failing the test, Latin America’s efforts to build
fairer and more prosperous societies make it one of the world's most vigorous
laboratories for capitalist democracy. In many countries?including Brazil, Chile
and Mexico?democratic |eaders are laying the foundations for faster economic
growth and more inclusive politics, as well as tackling deep-rooted problems of
poverty, inequality, and social injustice. They face anew challenge from Hugo
Chévez s ail-fuelled populism, and much is at stake. Failure will increase the
flow of drugs and illegal immigrantsto the United States and Europe, jeopardize
stability in aregion rich in oil and other strategic commodities, and threaten some
of the world's most majestic natural environments.

Drawing on Michael Reid’ s many years of reporting from inside Latin America's
cities, presidential palaces, and shantytowns, the book provides avivid,
immediate, and informed account of a dynamic continent and its struggle to
compete in a globalized world.
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Latin America has often been condemned to failure. Neither poor enough to evoke Africa’'s moral crusade,
nor as explosively booming as Indiaand China, it has largely been overlooked by the West. Y et this vast
continent, home to half a billion people, the world’ s largest reserves of arable land, and 8.5 percent of global
oil, isbusily transforming its political and economic landscape.

This book argues that rather than failing the test, Latin America s efforts to build fairer and more prosperous
societies make it one of the world’'s most vigorous laboratories for capitalist democracy. In many
countries?Zincluding Brazil, Chile and Mexico?democratic |eaders are laying the foundations for faster
economic growth and more inclusive politics, as well as tackling deep-rooted problems of poverty,
inequality, and social injustice. They face a new challenge from Hugo Chavez' s oil-fuelled populism, and
much is at stake. Failure will increase the flow of drugs and illegal immigrants to the United States and
Europe, jeopardize stability in aregion rich in oil and other strategic commaodities, and threaten some of the
world's most majestic natural environments.

Drawing on Michael Reid’s many years of reporting from inside Latin America' s cities, presidential palaces,
and shantytowns, the book provides avivid, immediate, and informed account of a dynamic continent and its
struggle to compete in a globalized world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[A] comprehensive and erudite assessment of theregion . . . While the social and economic face of Latin
Americais becoming more attractive, political life remains ugly and, in some countries, is getting even
uglier.” -- Washington Post

"No one who seriously aspires to discuss Latin American politics, economics, and culture should go without
reading Forgotten Continent." --National |nterest

"Reid's account is essential reading for its clear portrayal of what can be called a post-"Washington
consensus' view of Latin America." -- Journal of American History

"Reid's book offers something valuable to both specialists and the general reading public . . . He writes of
Latin Americawith great empathy, intelligence, and insight.” --Hispanic American Historical Review

“[An] intelligent and thoughtful overview . . . Reid offers a serious and well-written synthesis of Latin
Americas political economy that is meticulously supported by awealth of data and the work of the best
scholars studying the region." --Americas

About the Author

Michael Reid is editor of the Americas section of the Economist. Previously based in Brazil, Mexico, and
Peru, he has traveled throughout Latin America and reported for the BBC, the Guardian, and the Economist
since 1982.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Raymond Hernandez:

The book Forgotten Continent: The Battle for Latin America's Soul can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Forgotten
Continent: The Battle for Latin America's Soul? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim which book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Forgotten Continent: The Battle for Latin America's Soul has simple shape however you know:

it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by available and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Toni Bays:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Aswe



know that book is very important normally. The book Forgotten Continent: The Battle for Latin America's
Soul was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Forgotten Continent: The Battle for Latin America's
Soul is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you experience
bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with
the book Forgotten Continent: The Battle for Latin America's Soul. Y ou never feel lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Barry Upshaw:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Forgotten Continent: The Battle for Latin
America's Soul iskind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Maria Lacher:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Forgotten Continent: The Battle for Latin
Americas Soul which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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