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Because new nations need new pasts, they create new ways of commemorating
and recasting select historic events. In Recovered Roots, Yael Zerubavel
illuminates this dynamic process by examining the construction of Israeli
national tradition.

In the years leading to the birth of Israel, Zerubavel shows, Zionist settlers in
Palestine consciously sought to rewrite Jewish history by reshaping Jewish
memory. Zerubavel focuses on the nationalist reinterpretation of the defense of
Masada against the Romans in 73 C.E. and the Bar Kokhba revolt of 133-135;
and on the transformation of the 1920 defense of a new Jewish settlement in Tel
Hai into a national myth. Zerubavel demonstrates how, in each case, Israeli
memory transforms events that ended in death and defeat into heroic myths and
symbols of national revival.

Drawing on a broad range of official and popular sources and original interviews,
Zerubavel shows that the construction of a new national tradition is not
necessarily the product of government policy but a creative collaboration
between politicans, writers, and educators. Her discussion of the politics of
commemoration demonstrates how rival groups can turn the past into an arena of
conflict as they posit competing interpretations of history and opposing moral
claims on the use of the past. Zerubavel analyzes the emergence of counter-
memories within the reality of Israel's frequent wars, the ensuing debates about
the future of the occupied territories, and the embattled relations with
Palestinians.

A fascinating examination of the interplay between history and memory, this
book will appeal to historians, sociologists, anthropologists, political scientists,
and folklorists, as well as to scholars of cultural studies, literature, and
communication.
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Because new nations need new pasts, they create new ways of commemorating and recasting select historic
events. In Recovered Roots, Yael Zerubavel illuminates this dynamic process by examining the construction
of Israeli national tradition.

In the years leading to the birth of Israel, Zerubavel shows, Zionist settlers in Palestine consciously sought to
rewrite Jewish history by reshaping Jewish memory. Zerubavel focuses on the nationalist reinterpretation of
the defense of Masada against the Romans in 73 C.E. and the Bar Kokhba revolt of 133-135; and on the
transformation of the 1920 defense of a new Jewish settlement in Tel Hai into a national myth. Zerubavel
demonstrates how, in each case, Israeli memory transforms events that ended in death and defeat into heroic
myths and symbols of national revival.

Drawing on a broad range of official and popular sources and original interviews, Zerubavel shows that the
construction of a new national tradition is not necessarily the product of government policy but a creative
collaboration between politicans, writers, and educators. Her discussion of the politics of commemoration
demonstrates how rival groups can turn the past into an arena of conflict as they posit competing
interpretations of history and opposing moral claims on the use of the past. Zerubavel analyzes the
emergence of counter-memories within the reality of Israel's frequent wars, the ensuing debates about the
future of the occupied territories, and the embattled relations with Palestinians.

A fascinating examination of the interplay between history and memory, this book will appeal to historians,
sociologists, anthropologists, political scientists, and folklorists, as well as to scholars of cultural studies,
literature, and communication.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
In Recovered Roots, Yael Zerubavel illuminates this dynamic process by examining the construction of
Israeli national tradition and the reshaping of Jewish memory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Frances:

This Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli National Tradition book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the
Making of Israeli National Tradition without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical
in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the Making of
Israeli National Tradition can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out
to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Recovered Roots: Collective
Memory and the Making of Israeli National Tradition having great arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Rosa Johnson:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli National
Tradition book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer regarding Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli
National Tradition content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Recovered Roots:
Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli National Tradition is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Mario Curtin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and
the Making of Israeli National Tradition publication written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still skepticism Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli National Tradition as
good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't



judge book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Arthur Fabry:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be examine. Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the Making of
Israeli National Tradition can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short extra
time problems.
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