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In medieval Baghdad, a penniless man is brought before the most powerful man
in the world, the caliph himself, to tell his story. It begins with a walk in the
bazaar, but soon grows into a tale unlike any other told in the caliph's empire. It's
a story that includes not just buried treasure and a band of thieves, but also men
haunted by their past and others trapped by their future; it includes not just a
beloved wife and a veiled seductress, but also long journeys taken by caravan and
even longer ones taken with a single step. Above all, it's a story about
recognizing the will of Allah and accepting it, no matter what form it takes.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This curious time-travel novella from Hugo-winner Chiang (Stories of Your Life and Others) is a gracefully
told lesson about accepting fate—or, as better suits this medieval Arabian setting, the will of Allah. A
Baghdad merchant discovers an alchemical device that can send a traveler back in time 20 years. Despite the
alchemist's warning that "what is made cannot be unmade," and three illustrative tales about others' attempts
to alter the past, the merchant is determined to return to an earlier time to save his long-dead wife. Half
lyrical Arabian Nights legend and half old school cautionary SF tale, this skillfully written story and its
theme of insurmountable fate may comfort as many readers as it makes uncomfortable. (July)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
In the manner of the Arabian Nights, Chiang wraps stories within a story, and all of them interrelate to argue
that "the past and the future are the same." Not that past and future are identical, but that they stay the same
and cannot be altered, even if one could journey back to the former or forward to the latter to change it. In
medieval Baghdad, a merchant obtains an audience with the caliph to apprise him of a merchant-alchemist
who has created doors between past and future. He relays the tales the door maker told him about a rope
maker and a weaver who each ventured through a 20-year-spanning door more than once, and then the tale of
the well-to-do man's wife who did the same—all before he imparts his own time-hopping adventure.
Eventually, interconnections between the four stories surface, and they boggle the mind, more so, perhaps,
than any of the tales of similar effect in Chiang's dazzling Stories of Your Life and Others (2002). Could
fantasy be more intelligently exquisite and, ultimately and surprisingly, morally sound than this? Olson, Ray
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sophia Hartman:

The book The Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Merchant and the Alchemist's
Gate to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a reserve
The Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Morgan Lytle:

Here thing why this particular The Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food
or not. The Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with The Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate. It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
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which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
The Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate in e-book can be your option.

Robert Auclair:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Merchant and the Alchemist's
Gate book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question The Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate as
good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
determine book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Michele Sexton:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular The Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate can give you
a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have The Merchant and the
Alchemist's Gate.
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