
An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public
Piety in Shi'i Lebanon (Princeton Studies in
Muslim Politics)

By Lara Deeb

An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi'i Lebanon
(Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) By Lara Deeb

Based on two years of ethnographic research in the southern suburbs of Beirut,
An Enchanted Modern demonstrates that Islam and modernity are not merely
compatible, but actually go hand-in-hand. This eloquent ethnographic portrayal
of an Islamic community articulates how an alternative modernity, and
specifically an enchanted modernity, may be constructed by Shi'I Muslims who
consider themselves simultaneously deeply modern, cosmopolitan, and pious.

In this depiction of a Shi'I Muslim community in Beirut, Deeb examines the
ways that individual and collective expressions and understandings of piety have
been debated, contested, and reformulated.

Women take center stage in this process, a result of their visibility both within
the community, and in relation to Western ideas that link the status of women to
modernity. By emphasizing the ways notions of modernity and piety are lived,
debated, and shaped by "everyday Islamists," this book underscores the
inseparability of piety and politics in the lives of pious Muslims.
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Based on two years of ethnographic research in the southern suburbs of Beirut, An Enchanted Modern
demonstrates that Islam and modernity are not merely compatible, but actually go hand-in-hand. This
eloquent ethnographic portrayal of an Islamic community articulates how an alternative modernity, and
specifically an enchanted modernity, may be constructed by Shi'I Muslims who consider themselves
simultaneously deeply modern, cosmopolitan, and pious.

In this depiction of a Shi'I Muslim community in Beirut, Deeb examines the ways that individual and
collective expressions and understandings of piety have been debated, contested, and reformulated.

Women take center stage in this process, a result of their visibility both within the community, and in
relation to Western ideas that link the status of women to modernity. By emphasizing the ways notions of
modernity and piety are lived, debated, and shaped by "everyday Islamists," this book underscores the
inseparability of piety and politics in the lives of pious Muslims.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Lara Deeb successfully argues that Islamism is not static or monolithic, and that Islam and modernity are
entirely compatible."--Nancy E. Gallagher, Digest of Middle East Studies

"Lara Deeb's expansive and eloquent ethnography focuses on the community of Lebanese Shi'i who identify
with Hizbullah. It is an excellent analysis of the way that women, in particular, live and define a modern,
'authenticated' Islam in the neighborhoods of al-Dahiyya.... Both theoretically and ethnographically, Deeb
offers nuanced and thorough analyses, all the while being attentive to overlapping, contradictory, and
shifting viewpoints."--Anne Bennett, Middle East Journal

"In a well-organized manner, Lara Deeb conveys a multiplicity of ideas that challenge the existing
stereotypes of Hizbullah and the Lebanese Shi'i.... I would recommend this book for a variety of classes,
ranging from undergrads to doctoral candidates, as well as for anyone interested in political and religious
issues in Lebanon and the Middle East."--Bridget Blomfield, American Journal of Islamic Social
Scientists

"An American anthropologist of Lebanese descent and raised Christian, Lara Deeb . . . provides a novel
interpretation of modern Shi'ism. Her book is written in an academically and scholarly fashion, yet her
writing style is easy to understand. In a well-organized manner, she conveys a multiplicity of ideas that
challenge the existing stereotypes of Hizbullah and the Lebanese Shi'i. Since she is not Shi'i, she does not
express a religious agenda but instead wholeheartedly represents a group of people who have been widely
misunderstood in the West. I would recommend this book for a variety of classes, ranging from undergrads
to doctoral candidates, as well as for anyone interested in political and religious issues in Lebanon and the
Middle East."--Bridget Blomfield, American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences

"Deeb provides insights into the complex understandings of the religious and the secular that inform
individual and collective expressions of piety among Shia Muslims."--Amina Jamal, Journal of Middle
East Women's Studies

From the Back Cover

"A remarkable book that opens new vistas on Shi'I Islam and offers the reader a richly textured and insight-
filled excursion into a contemporary Shi'I community. It will become the source on contemporary Shi'ism in
Lebanon."--A. R. Norton, Boston University

"Well-written, timely, original and extremely interesting. This book is at the cutting edge of scholarship on
Muslim communities, particularly with respect to Shi'i Muslim women."--Nadje S. Al-Ali, University of
Exeter

About the Author
Lara Deeb is a cultural anthropologist and Assistant Professor of Women's Studies at the University of
California, Irvine.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Stover:

The book An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi'i Lebanon (Princeton Studies in Muslim
Politics) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with
the subject. If you can make reading a book An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi'i
Lebanon (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) for being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like available and read a e-book An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi'i
Lebanon (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Mark Hart:

The book An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi'i Lebanon (Princeton Studies in Muslim
Politics) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a
very important thing like a book An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi'i Lebanon (Princeton
Studies in Muslim Politics)? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi'i Lebanon (Princeton Studies in Muslim
Politics) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Lori Roth:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important normally. The book An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public
Piety in Shi'i Lebanon (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) had been making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
publication An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi'i Lebanon (Princeton Studies in Muslim
Politics) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book
An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi'i Lebanon (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics).
You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Tia Rosario:

An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi'i Lebanon (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining



but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi'i Lebanon (Princeton Studies
in Muslim Politics) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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