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This powerful and innovative work by a gifted cultural historian explores the
effects of religious conversion on family relationships, showing how the
challenges of the Reformation can offer insight to families facing similarly
divisive situations today.

Craig Harline begins with the story of young Jacob Rolandus, the son of a Dutch
Reformed preacher, who converted to Catholicism in 1654 and ran away from
home, causing his family to disown him. In the companion story, Michael
Sunbloom, a young American, leaves his family's religion in 1973 to convert to
Mormonism, similarly upsetting his distraught parents. The modern twist to
Michael's story is his realization that he is gay, causing him to leave his new
church, and upsetting his parents again—but this time the family reconciles.

Recounting these stories in short, alternating chapters, Harline underscores the
parallel aspects of the two far-flung families. Despite different outcomes and
forms, their situations involve nearly identical dynamics and heart-wrenching
choices. Through the author's deeply informed imagination, the experiences of a
seventeenth-century European family are transformed into immediately
recognizable terms.
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This powerful and innovative work by a gifted cultural historian explores the effects of religious conversion
on family relationships, showing how the challenges of the Reformation can offer insight to families facing
similarly divisive situations today.

Craig Harline begins with the story of young Jacob Rolandus, the son of a Dutch Reformed preacher, who
converted to Catholicism in 1654 and ran away from home, causing his family to disown him. In the
companion story, Michael Sunbloom, a young American, leaves his family's religion in 1973 to convert to
Mormonism, similarly upsetting his distraught parents. The modern twist to Michael's story is his realization
that he is gay, causing him to leave his new church, and upsetting his parents again—but this time the family
reconciles.

Recounting these stories in short, alternating chapters, Harline underscores the parallel aspects of the two
far-flung families. Despite different outcomes and forms, their situations involve nearly identical dynamics
and heart-wrenching choices. Through the author's deeply informed imagination, the experiences of a
seventeenth-century European family are transformed into immediately recognizable terms.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Compelling . . . A beautiful book, illuminating in a time when almost half of Americans report switching
religions.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
(Publishers Weekly)

“An absorbing, creative book… it will definitely become a go-to book for readers interested in the history
and psychology of conversion.”—Lauren Winner, author of Girl Meets God: A Memoir (Lauren Winner)

“An unexpected joy. . . . A compelling, insightful examination. . . . Conversions is a journey well worth
taking.”—Gerald S. Argetsinger, Affirmation.org
(Gerald S. Argetsinger Affirmation.org)

“Will appeal to lovers of history, Christians, and religious enthusiasts alike.”—Rhett Wilkinson, Deseret
News
(Rhett Wilkinson Deseret News)

“Once I started, I could not put it down. It is hugely compelling. All the narrative skills which are so
apparent in Harline’s earlier work are now bent towards a purpose which shows what history is for:
illuminating present concerns through wise, informed, and serious reflection upon the past. A superb,
important book.”—Diarmaid MacCulloch, author of Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years
(Diarmaid MacCulloch)

“We are pleased to add Craig Harline’s remarkable book Conversions to Yale University Press’s series New
Directions in Narrative History. This bold work builds on Harline’s deep knowledge of early modern Europe
to forge powerful connections with events and people close to the present—all in the service of exploring
themes of trans-historical significance. The focus moves, in alternating sequence, between two compelling
personal stories. The first is that of a young 17th-century Dutchman, in the process of converting from
Protestantism to Catholicism. The second follows a 20th-century American, moving in and out of
Mormonism while passing at the same time from straight to gay life-ways. Though manifestly different in
surface particulars, they are profoundly linked by underlying concerns with family and community tensions
and with the puzzle of personal identity. Harline’s gifts as a writer enable him to describe, to evoke, to
analyze, in seamless combination. Readers will be moved not only by his portrayal of the main characters;
they will feel as well the tremors of connection to their own lives.”—John Demos (Yale University) and
Aaron Sachs (Cornell University), Series Editors
(John Demos and Aaron Sachs)

“I have never seen put more clearly or potently the divisions that occur in families because of religious
differences. Conversions is great storytelling, combining history and heart in a splendid, remarkable
way.”—Carol Lynn Pearson, author of Goodbye, I Love You 
(Carol Lynn Pearson)

“Though every inch a professional historian, Harline writes accessibly, personally when appropriate, and so
vitally overall that those he writes about become near-tangibly human.”—Ray Olson, Booklist



(Ray Olson Booklist)

“A beautiful and moving book. Harline is a master at narrative and at making the most painstaking research
look effortless. These two unconnected stories required very different approaches, yet Harline's writing binds
them together with an odd, yet arresting symmetry, overflowing with integrity and insight.”—Carlos Eire,
Yale University
(Carlos Eire)

“Eloquent . . . fascinating and relevant . . . The narrative is fluid and readable, and I had trouble putting the
text down.”—Ben Park, Juvenile Instructor
(Ben Park Juvenile Instructor)

“Highly readable and in many ways fascinating.”—Catholic Sentinel
(Catholic Sentinel)

"This creative, engaging work shows why history matters and invites readers to learn from the past. It
deserves a wide readership."—A.W. Klink, Choice
(A.W. Klink Choice)

Finalist for the 2012 Mark Lynton History Prize sponsored by the Lukas Prize Project at Columbia’s
Graduate School of Journalism and the Nieman Foundation for Journalism at Harvard. The Lynton History
Prize is awarded to a book length work of history on any topic that best combines intellectual distinction
with felicity of expression.
(The Mark Lynton History Prize Columbia Journalism School/Harvard's Nieman Foundation for Journalism
2012-03-13)

“In its most gripping passages Conversions is as captivating as a well-written novel. . . insightful and
eloquent."—Christopher D. Cantwell, Journal of Religion
(Christopher D. Cantwell Journal of Religion)

About the Author

Craig Harline is professor of history at Brigham Young University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rowe:

The book Conversions: Two Family Stories from the Reformation and Modern America (New Directions in
Narrative History) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make reading through a book Conversions: Two Family Stories from the
Reformation and Modern America (New Directions in Narrative History) to get your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like available and read a publication Conversions: Two Family
Stories from the Reformation and Modern America (New Directions in Narrative History). Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
reserve?



Deanna Nance:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Conversions: Two Family Stories from the Reformation and
Modern America (New Directions in Narrative History) book is readable through you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Conversions: Two
Family Stories from the Reformation and Modern America (New Directions in Narrative History) content
conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Conversions: Two Family
Stories from the Reformation and Modern America (New Directions in Narrative History) is not loveable to
be your top collection reading book?

Michael Mitchell:

The particular book Conversions: Two Family Stories from the Reformation and Modern America (New
Directions in Narrative History) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior
to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this
book.

Debra Espiritu:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Conversions: Two Family Stories from the Reformation and Modern
America (New Directions in Narrative History) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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