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The idea of utopia, the perfect place, has tantalized humanity for thousands of
years, from the myth of the Garden of Eden to the high-tech folly of Biosphere 2.
Now the Bibliotheque Nationale de France and The New York Public Library are
jointly sponsoring a major exhibition that explores the utopian imagination and
the myriad attempts to achieve utopia, showcasing a spectacular collection of art
and literature.
Utopia: The Search for the Ideal Society in the Western World is the catalogue
for the American exhibition, which will be on view in New York from October
14, 2000 through January 2001. Featuring essays by curator Roland Schaer and
by Alain Touraine, Lyman Tower Sargent, and other leading European and
American scholars of utopia, this elegantly designed volume will explore the
long tradition of thought and art envisioning the "perfect place," extending from
classical antiquity to the present. Lavishly illustrated with more than 200
pictures, most of them in color, Utopia presents such fascinating images as
Theodore de Bry's 16th-century idealized drawings of the native inhabitants of
the New World, Renaissance renderings of ideal architecture, posters from the
Soviet Union and the 1939 World's Fair in New York, and photographs of
experimental communities. Included as well are such resonant documents as a
copy of the Declaration of Independence in Thomas Jefferson's hand, stunning
illuminated manuscripts, and rare items relating to the French Revolution and to
the social utopias of the Romantic Age from the collections of the Bibliothe'que
Nationale.
Both beautiful and intellectually provocative, Utopia is the perfect vehicle to
explore an idea that has arisen, in many forms and many places, throughout
human history.
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the myriad attempts to achieve utopia, showcasing a spectacular collection of art and literature.
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Editorial Review

Review

Advance Praise: "The book is a wonderful idea and [will] find an audience beyond visitors to the
exhibition."--Howard Davis, University of Oregon

About the Author
Gregory Claeys, Professor of the History of Political Thought, Royal Holloway and New Bedford College,
University of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sherrie Shannon:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Utopia: The Search for the Ideal
Society in the Western World? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jon Cerrone:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Utopia: The Search for the Ideal Society in
the Western World is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Douglas Henry:

Often the book Utopia: The Search for the Ideal Society in the Western World will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Utopia: The Search for the Ideal Society in the Western
World is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.



Michelle Seidl:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Utopia: The Search for the Ideal Society in the
Western World. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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