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What is knowledge? How doesit differ from mere belief? Do you need to be able
to justify aclaim in order to count as knowing it? How can we know that the
outer world isreal and not adream?

Questions like these are ancient ones, and the branch of philosophy dedicated to
answering them - epistemology - has been active for thousands of years. In this
thought-provoking Very Short Introduction, Jennifer Nagel considers these
classic questions alongside new puzzles arising from recent discoveries about
humanity, language, and the mind. Nagel explains the formation of major
historical theories of knowledge, and shows how contemporary philosophers
have developed new ways of understanding knowledge, using ideas from logic,
linguistics, and psychology. Covering topics ranging from relativism and the
problem of scepticism to the trustworthiness of internet sources, Nagel examines
how progress has been made in understanding knowledge, using everyday
examples to explain the key issues and debates

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titlesin ailmost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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What is knowledge? How does it differ from mere belief? Do you need to be able to justify aclaim in order
to count as knowing it? How can we know that the outer world isreal and not a dream?

Questions like these are ancient ones, and the branch of philosophy dedicated to answering them -
epistemology - has been active for thousands of years. In this thought-provoking Very Short Introduction,
Jennifer Nagel considers these classic questions alongside new puzzles arising from recent discoveries about
humanity, language, and the mind. Nagel explains the formation of major historical theories of knowledge,
and shows how contemporary philosophers have developed new ways of understanding knowledge, using
ideas from logic, linguistics, and psychology. Covering topics ranging from relativism and the problem of
scepticism to the trustworthiness of internet sources, Nagel examines how progress has been madein
understanding knowledge, using everyday examples to explain the key issues and debates

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titlesin almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
anew subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review

I am in love with this series - it's like having an extended course of study in one's rucksack or handbag that's
designed to educate the modern polymath. GrrlScientist, Guardian Books [A]dmirably clear and engaging
Steven Poole, The Guardian

About the Author

Jennifer Nagel is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Associate Chair at the University of Toronto. Her
research covers both historical and contemporary topics in epistemology. She has published on scepticism
and empirical knowledge in Descartes and Locke and has also written a series of articles on intuitive
ascriptions of knowledge.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Teresa Bradshaw:

Here thing why that Knowledge: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it realy dependsin the content than it
which isthe content is as yummy as food or not. Knowledge: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but thereis
no guide that similar with Knowledge: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or evenin
your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Knowledge: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in e-book can be your choice.

Adele Yeager:

The book with title Knowledge: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has lot of information
that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the
the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Robert Vargas:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as



well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity hereislook different
you can read a book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a publication. The book Knowledge: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) it is extremely good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to devel op this book you can
buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis
not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Steven Delorme:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Knowledge: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can make you
experience more interested to read.
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