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Jeffrey Archer, one of the world’s most popular writers of literary thrillers,
has, with the help of Simon Bainbridge, put together a collection of his
favorite stories about the denizens of the political jungle. Among the authors
represented in this volume are Mark Twain, Charles Dickens, James
Thurber, Kingsley Amis, Jack London, James Joyce, and Jeffrey Archer
himself.

The category of “political short story” is a deliberately loose one, for not many
writers have hands-on experience of the world of politics. The authors here might
have described their stories as being about people, rather than politics. And so the
collection is wonderfully diverse, ranging from Joyce’s evocation of tarnished
ideals and a fallen hero in “Ivy Day in the Committee Room” to Jack London’s
vivid fantasy of a general strike across the United States in “The Dream of
Debs,” to Mark Twain’s dark satire of the venality of political life in “The Man
that Corrupted Hadleyburg.” If there are few genuine heroes in the stories Mr.
Archer has selected, perhaps that is an accurate reflection of the real world. In
any case, this generally dark view of politics has a silver lining: for as readers of
Milton’s Paradise Lost discovered long ago, the doings of a charismatic villain
make for more interesting reading than the deeds of a virtuous man.
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Jeffrey Archer, one of the world’s most popular writers of literary thrillers, has, with the help of
Simon Bainbridge, put together a collection of his favorite stories about the denizens of the political
jungle. Among the authors represented in this volume are Mark Twain, Charles Dickens, James
Thurber, Kingsley Amis, Jack London, James Joyce, and Jeffrey Archer himself.

The category of “political short story” is a deliberately loose one, for not many writers have hands-on
experience of the world of politics. The authors here might have described their stories as being about
people, rather than politics. And so the collection is wonderfully diverse, ranging from Joyce’s evocation of
tarnished ideals and a fallen hero in “Ivy Day in the Committee Room” to Jack London’s vivid fantasy of a
general strike across the United States in “The Dream of Debs,” to Mark Twain’s dark satire of the venality
of political life in “The Man that Corrupted Hadleyburg.” If there are few genuine heroes in the stories Mr.
Archer has selected, perhaps that is an accurate reflection of the real world. In any case, this generally dark
view of politics has a silver lining: for as readers of Milton’s Paradise Lost discovered long ago, the doings
of a charismatic villain make for more interesting reading than the deeds of a virtuous man.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Of these 10 stories collected by novelist Archer ( Kane and Abel ) and English bookseller/editor Bainbridge,
some are political only in the most tenuous sense. Mark Twain, in "The Man That Corrupted Hadleyburg,"
strips away the pretensions of self-appointed arbiters of morality. In "The Greatest Man in the World," James
Thurber reveals the petty personality behind an aviation hero's public persona. Other entries show how
Dickens, Joyce, Kipling and Saki use the milieu of politics for their own ends, often to score a moral point.
Kingsley Amis's "I Spy Strangers," about a disillusioned British unit stationed in Germany at the close of
WW II, turns on Labour's 1945 election victory, contrasting the faith that sustained the men through war
with the need to readjust to an unknown postwar reality. In Archer's own "The Coup," a Brazilian corporate
mogul visiting Nigeria navigates treacherous waters in the wake of a bloody palace revolt. Only the socialist
Jack London's "The Dream of Debs," about a general strike, is politically committed. Politics, in these feisty,
stinging stories, is for the most part a breeding-ground for ruthless self-seekers.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Hayes:

This Fools, Knaves and Heroes: Great Political Short Stories tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Fools, Knaves and Heroes: Great Political
Short Stories can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout
the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Fools, Knaves and Heroes: Great Political Short Stories giving
you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could
it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Reta Zimmer:

Fools, Knaves and Heroes: Great Political Short Stories can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Fools,
Knaves and Heroes: Great Political Short Stories but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.



Jack Rolfes:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Fools, Knaves and Heroes: Great Political
Short Stories publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Fools, Knaves and Heroes:
Great Political Short Stories as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that
can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Rosemary Robinson:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Fools, Knaves and Heroes: Great Political
Short Stories is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon.
If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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