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The life of Nikos Kazantzakis--the author of Zorba the Greek and The Last
Temptation of Christ--was as colorful and eventful as his fiction. And nowhere is
his life revealed more fully or surprisingly than in his letters. Edited and
translated by Kazantzakis scholar Peter Bien, this is the most comprehensive
selection of Kazantzakis's letters in any language.

One of the most important Greek writers of the twentieth century, Kazantzakis
(1883-1957) participated in or witnessed some of the most extraordinary events
of his times, including both world wars and the Spanish and Greek civil wars. As
a foreign correspondent, an official in several Greek governments, and a political
and artistic exile, he led a relentlessly nomadic existence, living in France,
Czechoslovakia, Austria, Germany, Italy, Spain, the Soviet Union, and England.
He visited the Versailles Peace Conference, attended the tenth-anniversary
celebration of the Bolshevik Revolution, interviewed Mussolini and Franco, and
briefly served as a Greek cabinet minister--all the while producing a stream of
novels, poems, plays, travel writing, autobiography, and translations. The letters
collected here touch on almost every aspect of Kazantzakis's rich and tumultuous
life, and show the genius of a man who was deeply attuned to the artistic,
intellectual, and political events of his times.
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The life of Nikos Kazantzakis--the author of Zorba the Greek and The Last Temptation of Christ--was as
colorful and eventful as his fiction. And nowhere is his life revealed more fully or surprisingly than in his
letters. Edited and translated by Kazantzakis scholar Peter Bien, this is the most comprehensive selection of
Kazantzakis's letters in any language.

One of the most important Greek writers of the twentieth century, Kazantzakis (1883-1957) participated in or
witnessed some of the most extraordinary events of his times, including both world wars and the Spanish and
Greek civil wars. As a foreign correspondent, an official in several Greek governments, and a political and
artistic exile, he led a relentlessly nomadic existence, living in France, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Germany,
Italy, Spain, the Soviet Union, and England. He visited the Versailles Peace Conference, attended the tenth-
anniversary celebration of the Bolshevik Revolution, interviewed Mussolini and Franco, and briefly served
as a Greek cabinet minister--all the while producing a stream of novels, poems, plays, travel writing,
autobiography, and translations. The letters collected here touch on almost every aspect of Kazantzakis's rich
and tumultuous life, and show the genius of a man who was deeply attuned to the artistic, intellectual, and
political events of his times.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[T]he best possible place to start to try to understand a remarkable writer."--Mark Mazower, Times
Literary Supplement

"In a very real sense, the present volume is the raw material of the biography, turned into an enjoyable repast
by the skillful hand of its editor."--David Holton, Anglo-Hellenic Review

From the Back Cover

"Nikos Kazantzakis was one of the great literary letter writers of the twentieth century, and this eagerly
awaited volume is the first fully representative selection of his correspondence in any language. Providing
rich insights into the workings of his mind, this expertly annotated volume is a milestone that will
immediately become authoritative."--Roderick Beaton, author of George Seferis: Waiting for the Angel, a
Biography

"These crystalline and eloquent translations of Nikos Kazantzakis's letters help us grasp his intellectual
intensity and spiritual verve. He emerges as a thoughtful, ardent man who was single-minded in his search
for wisdom. This is an intriguing and compelling volume that highlights the nexus between Kazantzakis's life
and literary art."--Darren J. N. Middleton, author of Broken Hallelujah: Nikos Kazantzakis and
Christian Theology

About the Author
Peter Bien, professor emeritus of English and comparative literature at Dartmouth College, has translated
Kazantzakis's "The Last Temptation of Christ, Saint Francis," and "Report to Greco." He is also the author of
an authoritative two-volume study of Kazantzakis's works.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Deemer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Selected Letters of Nikos Kazantzakis (Princeton
Modern Greek Studies). Try to face the book The Selected Letters of Nikos Kazantzakis (Princeton Modern
Greek Studies) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
knowledge with this book.



Scott Foust:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on guardería until university need that The Selected Letters of Nikos Kazantzakis
(Princeton Modern Greek Studies) to read.

James Garza:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The Selected Letters of
Nikos Kazantzakis (Princeton Modern Greek Studies) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Shalon Dougherty:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Selected Letters of Nikos Kazantzakis
(Princeton Modern Greek Studies). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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