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In Masters of Command, Barry Strauss compares the way the three greatest
generals of the ancient world waged war and draws lessons from their
experiences that apply on and off the battlefield.

ALEXANDER, HANNIBAL, CAESAR—each was a master of war. Each had to
look beyond the battlefield to decide whom to fight, when, and why; to know
what victory was and when to end the war; to determine how to bring stability to
the lands he conquered. Each general had to be a battlefield tactician and more: a
statesman, a strategist, a leader.

Tactics change, weapons change, but war itself remains much the same
throughout the centuries, and a great warrior must know how to define success.
Understanding where each of these three great (but flawed) commanders
succeeded and failed can serve anyone who wants to think strategically or who
has to demonstrate leadership. In Masters of Command Barry Strauss explains
the qualities these great generals shared, the keys to their success, from ambition
and judgment to leadership itself.
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In Masters of Command, Barry Strauss compares the way the three greatest generals of the ancient
world waged war and draws lessons from their experiences that apply on and off the battlefield.

ALEXANDER, HANNIBAL, CAESAR—each was a master of war. Each had to look beyond the battlefield
to decide whom to fight, when, and why; to know what victory was and when to end the war; to determine
how to bring stability to the lands he conquered. Each general had to be a battlefield tactician and more: a
statesman, a strategist, a leader.

Tactics change, weapons change, but war itself remains much the same throughout the centuries, and a great
warrior must know how to define success. Understanding where each of these three great (but flawed)
commanders succeeded and failed can serve anyone who wants to think strategically or who has to
demonstrate leadership. In Masters of Command Barry Strauss explains the qualities these great generals
shared, the keys to their success, from ambition and judgment to leadership itself.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Assessing the reputations of Alexander, Hannibal, and Caesar, Strauss analyzes their military leadership and
political acumen. Using a scheme of 10 criteria of leadership (ambition, audacity, etc.) and 5 of statecraft
(e.g., deciding to start a war or to stop it), Strauss, a notable historian of ancient Greece (The Battle of
Salamis, 2004), comparatively applies them to each warlord’s famous campaigns (for Caesar, the civil war,
not Gaul). Summaries of their pretexts for war, strategies to win, and inspiration for their soldiers precede
Strauss’ detailed accounts of their crucial victories: Alexander’s at Gaugemela in 330 BCE, Caesar’s at
Pharsalus in 48 BCE, and Hannibal’s at Cannae in 216 BCE. His opinion about the last exemplifies the
weight Strauss gives to converting battlefield success into durable settlements in appraising command
ability, and he finds Hannibal wanting for his political failure to make Cannae a war winner. Ditto
Alexander, whose empire broke apart immediately after his death. Caesar earns Strauss’ better marks, albeit
in the cause of dictatorship. Spirited and well informed, Strauss’ estimates will engage buffs of the big three
of ancient military history. --Gilbert Taylor

Review
“Barry Strauss has done it again: Masters of Command combines the timeless wisdom of the classical world
with the urgent realities of modern warfare. This is a stunning handbook to leadership—both on and off the
battlefield.” (Nathaniel Fick, author of One Bullet Away: The Making of a Marine Officer)

“Barry Strauss has written a riveting, fast-paced, penetrating volume around three powerful war
leaders—Alexander the Great, Hannibal and Caesar. While other classicists draw on ancient philosophers for
lessons on the life well lived, Professor Strauss looks to men of action and determination for lessons on
leadership and strategy. It’s a great read, packed with terrific insights.” (Karl Rove)

“Alexander, Hannibal, and Caesar—this is a book on leadership like no other. A rare combination of stirring
dialogue, masterful ancient scholarship and sage advice—both lessons and warnings. Just as Asian corporate
planners read Sun Tzu, Western entrepreneurs and strategic thinkers will want to read Masters of
Command.” (Robert L. O’Connell, author of The Ghosts of Cannae: Hannibal and the Darkest Hour of the
Roman Republic)

“With Masters of Command, Barry Strauss further establishes himself as one of our premier historians of the
classical world. Steeped in ancient learning and gifted with a clear, accessible writing style, he is able to shed
new light on three of the most famous generals in history: Alexander, Hannibal and Caesar, teasing out fresh
meaning and original insights from their epic tales of conquest and failure. There are lessons here not only
for budding military strategists but also for ‘great captains’ of the boardroom. . . . A crackling good read.”
(Max Boot, Jeane J. Kirkpatrick Senior Fellow for National Security Studies, The Council on Foreign
Relations, and author of War Made New: Technology, Warfare, and the Course of History: 1500 to Tod)

"Military historian Strauss cleverly exposes the characters of three legendary leaders through the five stages
of war: attack, resistance, clash, closing the net and knowing when to stop. . . . Strauss sharpens our image of
three brilliant commanders and makes military history great fun." (Kirkus Reviews)

"Barry Strauss has no superior and few counterparts as a scholar of ancient military history and a student of
war." (Dennis Showalter, former president, Society for Military History)

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


About the Author
Barry Strauss, professor of history and classics at Cornell University, is a leading expert on ancient military
history. He has written or edited several books, including The Battle of Salamis, The Trojan War, and The
Spartacus War. Visit BarryStrauss.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Craig Chivers:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Masters of Command: Alexander, Hannibal,
Caesar, and the Genius of Leadership book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

John McKeever:

This book untitled Masters of Command: Alexander, Hannibal, Caesar, and the Genius of Leadership to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can
get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it
by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book
from your list.

Stephen Medley:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Masters of Command: Alexander, Hannibal, Caesar, and the Genius of
Leadership why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Sherrie Smith:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
many books in the top record in your reading list is Masters of Command: Alexander, Hannibal, Caesar, and
the Genius of Leadership. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming



precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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