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Haunting has long been a compelling element in popular culture, and has become
an influential category in academic engagements with politics, economics, and
aesthetics. While recent scholarship has used psychoanalysis and the Gothic as
frameworks with which to study haunting, this volume seeks to situate ghosts in
the cultural imagination. The chapters in Popular Ghosts are united by the
impulse to theorize the cultural work that ghosts do within the trans-historical
contexts that comprise our understanding of everyday life. These authors study
the theoretical and aesthetic genealogies of the spectral, while also commenting
on the multiple everyday spaces that this category occupies. Rather than looking
to a single tradition or medium, the essays in Popular Ghosts explore film,
novels, photography, television, music, social practices, and political structures
from different cultures to reopen the questions that surround our haunted sense of
the everyday.
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Haunting has long been a compelling element in popular culture, and has become an influential category in
academic engagements with politics, economics, and aesthetics. While recent scholarship has used
psychoanalysis and the Gothic as frameworks with which to study haunting, this volume seeks to situate
ghosts in the cultural imagination. The chapters in Popular Ghosts are united by the impulse to theorize the
cultural work that ghosts do within the trans-historical contexts that comprise our understanding of everyday
life. These authors study the theoretical and aesthetic genealogies of the spectral, while also commenting on
the multiple everyday spaces that this category occupies. Rather than looking to a single tradition or medium,
the essays in Popular Ghosts explore film, novels, photography, television, music, social practices, and
political structures from different cultures to reopen the questions that surround our haunted sense of the
everyday.
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Editorial Review

Review

This impressive collection of essays lays to rest any notion that ghosts should be confined to limiting conceptual categories.
Deploying a wide-ranging multi-disciplinary approach, Popular Ghosts rehabilitates ghosts from their dark shadows into the
glare of the everyday and exposes the ubiquity of the ghostly, where and how it resides in the cultural imagination and beyond.

Marie Mulvey-Roberts, Reader in Literary Studies, University of the West of England, Bristol

Maria del Pilar Blanco and Esther Peeren are to be congratulated for bringing together such an exciting set of essays. The
comparative approach uniquely pulls together studies from all corners of the world, emphasizing cultural differences in
narratives of haunting whilst maintaining a strong conceptual coherence. Whether looking at popular fiction, canonical
literature, film, TV or folklore, they rightly follow the imperative to historicise and contextualise the ghost. What results is a
fascinating series of encounters that speaks urgently to our contemporary spooked state of being.

—Roger Luckhurst, Birkbeck College

Reviewed on the Times Higher Education website, 16th September (UK)<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns =
"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" />
'Lively, engaging and extremely readable: you do not have to be a scholar in the field to appreciate the many
interesting observations on contemporary culture made here'
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About the Author

Esther Peeren is Assistant Professor in Literary Studies at the <?xml:namespace prefix = st1 />University of
Amsterdam. She has published articles on Mikhail Bakhtin, queer television, translation theory and the
chronotopic dimension of diaspora. Her first book, entitled Intersubjectivities and Popular Culture: Bakhtin
and Beyond appeared in 2007 with Stanford University Press and she also co-edited a collection of essays
entitled The Shock of the Other: Situating Alterities (Rodopi, 2007). Currently, she is developing a project on
spectrality in contemporary literature, television and film.<?xml:namespace prefix = o />

María del Pilar Blanco is Lecturer in Latin American Studies at University College London. She has
published on the haunted landscapes of the <?xml:namespace prefix = st1 ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-
com:office:smarttags" />Americas, and is currently working on her manuscript titled Ghost-watching
American Modernity: Haunting, Landscape, and the Hemispheric Imagination, which has been invited by
Fordham University Press. She is beginning work on a project dealing with the interface between scientific
invention and poetic inventio in the works of fin-de-siècle Spanish American authors. <?xml:namespace
prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" />



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday
Culture. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday Culture. You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Elmira McGraw:

The book Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday Culture make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Popular
Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday Culture to become your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything
if you like open up and read a e-book Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday Culture. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Gregorio Leslie:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday Culture your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday Culture
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Timothy Wingo:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday Culture can make you
sense more interested to read.
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