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This volume aims both to establish cinema as a vital force in Shanghai culture
and to direct attention to early Chinese cinema, a crucial chapter in Chinese
cultural history long neglected by Western scholars.
The editor’s introduction surveys the history and historiography of Chinese
cinema through the 1940’s and identifies subjects and sources that await further
research. In Part I, “Screening Romance,” Zhen Zhang discusses how the
influence of teahouse culture gradually yielded to cinematic and narrative
concerns in the early 1920’s. Kristine Harris’s analysis of a costume drama
reveals the director’s cultural heritage and a rich psychological subtext created by
new film techniques. Leo Ou-fan Lee examines the ways various urban
institutions were utilized to promote a certain type of film culture in Shanghai.
In Part II, “Imaging Sexuality,” Andrew Field traces the public perception of
cabaret girls in Shanghai, and Michael Chang studies the discursive processes by
which three generations of early movie stars were elevated to stardom. Yingjin
Zhang contends that prostitution was a focal point in the urban imagination and
that its public presentation furnished Chinese filmmakers with a highly contested
space for projecting different ideologies.
In Part III, “Constructing Identity,” Zhiwei Xiao examines the role Nationalist
film censorship played in promoting a new national culture, and Sue Tuohy
locates in film music a wide range of conflicting ideals and models. Shelley
Stephenson brings us to Japanese-occupied Shanghai, where a Manchurian-born,
Chinese-educated Japanese film star masked her true identity.
Representing the disciplines of film, literature, and ethnomusicology, the
contributors seek to redefine concepts of cinema and urban culture in Chinese
historiography. The volume will appeal to scholars whose interests lie, not just in
film studies and Chinese history, but in the fields of modernity, urban studies,
and popular culture.
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This volume aims both to establish cinema as a vital force in Shanghai culture and to direct attention to early
Chinese cinema, a crucial chapter in Chinese cultural history long neglected by Western scholars.
The editor’s introduction surveys the history and historiography of Chinese cinema through the 1940’s and
identifies subjects and sources that await further research. In Part I, “Screening Romance,” Zhen Zhang
discusses how the influence of teahouse culture gradually yielded to cinematic and narrative concerns in the
early 1920’s. Kristine Harris’s analysis of a costume drama reveals the director’s cultural heritage and a rich
psychological subtext created by new film techniques. Leo Ou-fan Lee examines the ways various urban
institutions were utilized to promote a certain type of film culture in Shanghai.
In Part II, “Imaging Sexuality,” Andrew Field traces the public perception of cabaret girls in Shanghai, and
Michael Chang studies the discursive processes by which three generations of early movie stars were
elevated to stardom. Yingjin Zhang contends that prostitution was a focal point in the urban imagination and
that its public presentation furnished Chinese filmmakers with a highly contested space for projecting
different ideologies.
In Part III, “Constructing Identity,” Zhiwei Xiao examines the role Nationalist film censorship played in
promoting a new national culture, and Sue Tuohy locates in film music a wide range of conflicting ideals and
models. Shelley Stephenson brings us to Japanese-occupied Shanghai, where a Manchurian-born, Chinese-
educated Japanese film star masked her true identity.
Representing the disciplines of film, literature, and ethnomusicology, the contributors seek to redefine
concepts of cinema and urban culture in Chinese historiography. The volume will appeal to scholars whose
interests lie, not just in film studies and Chinese history, but in the fields of modernity, urban studies, and
popular culture.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This landmark volume on early Chinese cinema is testament to the burgeoning of high-quality American-
based research on Chinese cinema in general . . . .A substantial contribution to scholarship both on Chinese
cinema and Republican China . . . .The achievements of the essays are threefold. They produce new
empirical knowledge about areas hitherto neglected. They correct existing misapprehensions. And they open
up important debates for further consideration." (Journal of Asian History)

From the Inside Flap

This volume aims both to establish cinema as a vital force in Shanghai culture and to direct attention to early
Chinese cinema, a crucial chapter in Chinese cultural history long neglected by Western scholars.
The editor’s introduction surveys the history and historiography of Chinese cinema through the 1940’s and
identifies subjects and sources that await further research. In Part I, “Screening Romance,” Zhen Zhang
discusses how the influence of teahouse culture gradually yielded to cinematic and narrative concerns in the
early 1920’s. Kristine Harris’s analysis of a costume drama reveals the director’s cultural heritage and a rich
psychological subtext created by new film techniques. Leo Ou-fan Lee examines the ways various urban
institutions were utilized to promote a certain type of film culture in Shanghai.
In Part II, “Imaging Sexuality,” Andrew Field traces the public perception of cabaret girls in Shanghai, and
Michael Chang studies the discursive processes by which three generations of early movie stars were
elevated to stardom. Yingjin Zhang contends that prostitution was a focal point in the urban imagination and
that its public presentation furnished Chinese filmmakers with a highly contested space for projecting
different ideologies.
In Part III, “Constructing Identity,” Zhiwei Xiao examines the role Nationalist film censorship played in
promoting a new national culture, and Sue Tuohy locates in film music a wide range of conflicting ideals and
models. Shelley Stephenson brings us to Japanese-occupied Shanghai, where a Manchurian-born, Chinese-
educated Japanese film star masked her true identity.
Representing the disciplines of film, literature, and ethnomusicology, the contributors seek to redefine
concepts of cinema and urban culture in Chinese historiography. The volume will appeal to scholars whose
interests lie, not just in film studies and Chinese history, but in the fields of modernity, urban studies, and
popular culture.

From the Back Cover

“This landmark volume on early Chinese cinema is testament to the burgeoning of high-quality American-
based research on Chinese cinema in general . . . .A substantial contribution to scholarship both on Chinese
cinema and Republican China . . . .The achievements of the essays are threefold. They produce new
empirical knowledge about areas hitherto neglected. They correct existing misapprehensions. And they open
up important debates for further consideration.”—Journal of Asian History

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Kathryn Glover:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Cinema and Urban Culture in Shanghai,
1922-1943 book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jerry Petrus:

The knowledge that you get from Cinema and Urban Culture in Shanghai, 1922-1943 could be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Cinema and Urban Culture in Shanghai, 1922-1943
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular
Cinema and Urban Culture in Shanghai, 1922-1943 instantly.

Michael Albright:

The reserve untitled Cinema and Urban Culture in Shanghai, 1922-1943 is the reserve that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when
write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might
get the e-book of Cinema and Urban Culture in Shanghai, 1922-1943 from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Dianne Janelle:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Cinema and Urban Culture in
Shanghai, 1922-1943 that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining
as your good habit, you can pick Cinema and Urban Culture in Shanghai, 1922-1943 become your starter.
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