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The Cultures of the West: A History focuses on the ways in which the major ideas
and passions of Western culture developed, internally, and how they interacted
with the broader world-for good and for ill. The development of such key ideas
as religion, science, and philosophy form the central narrative of this book.

The Cultures of the West stands apart from other textbooks in a variety of ways,
the first being thematic unity. What did people think and believe, throughout our
history, about human nature, the right way to live, God, the best forms of
government, or the meaning of human life? Rather than maintaining a single
interpretive stance, author Clifford R. Backman relies upon a consistent set of
questions: What did people think and feel throughout the centuries about politics,
science, religion, and sex? How did they come to their positions regarding the
right way to live? Backman's many years of experience in the classroom have
informed his approach-students respond to engaging questions more than they are
inspired by facts.

Features:

* Single author voice: clearly and compellingly written by an experienced
teacher and scholar who knows how to emphasize intriguing and eye-opening
elements of Western Civilization
* A book with a point of view: even if disagreed with, the text will at engage
students' minds
* Exceptional coverage of cultural history, especially the history of what
people thought and felt throughout the history of the West
* "Greater West" approach that integrates in sustained fashion coverage of
Islam and the Middle East
* Superior coverage of Jewish history and the history of women
* Extensive primary source excerpts integrated directly into the text, many of
which have been translated by the author
* Footnotes featuring surprising, engaging information usually neglected in other
texts
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The Cultures of the West: A History focuses on the ways in which the major ideas and passions of Western
culture developed, internally, and how they interacted with the broader world-for good and for ill. The
development of such key ideas as religion, science, and philosophy form the central narrative of this book.

The Cultures of the West stands apart from other textbooks in a variety of ways, the first being thematic
unity. What did people think and believe, throughout our history, about human nature, the right way to live,
God, the best forms of government, or the meaning of human life? Rather than maintaining a single
interpretive stance, author Clifford R. Backman relies upon a consistent set of questions: What did people
think and feel throughout the centuries about politics, science, religion, and sex? How did they come to their
positions regarding the right way to live? Backman's many years of experience in the classroom have
informed his approach-students respond to engaging questions more than they are inspired by facts.

Features:

* Single author voice: clearly and compellingly written by an experienced teacher and scholar who knows
how to emphasize intriguing and eye-opening elements of Western Civilization
* A book with a point of view: even if disagreed with, the text will at engage students' minds
* Exceptional coverage of cultural history, especially the history of what people thought and felt
throughout the history of the West
* "Greater West" approach that integrates in sustained fashion coverage of Islam and the Middle East
* Superior coverage of Jewish history and the history of women
* Extensive primary source excerpts integrated directly into the text, many of which have been translated
by the author
* Footnotes featuring surprising, engaging information usually neglected in other texts
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Clifford R. Backman is Professor of History at Boston University. He is the author of The Worlds of
Medieval Europe, Second Edition (OUP, 2008), and The Decline and Fall of Medieval Sicily: Politics,
Religion, and Economy in the Reign of Frederick III, 1296-1337 (1995).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Hopwood:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Cultures of the West, Volume Two: Since
1350: A History. Try to stumble through book The Cultures of the West, Volume Two: Since 1350: A
History as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jerry Melgar:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book The Cultures of the West, Volume Two:
Since 1350: A History. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Catherine Gober:

This The Cultures of the West, Volume Two: Since 1350: A History tend to be reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Cultures of the West, Volume Two: Since 1350: A
History can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this The Cultures of the West, Volume Two: Since 1350: A History giving you an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.



Elizabeth Rogers:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Cultures of the West, Volume Two: Since
1350: A History to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a
book and examine it. Beside that the guide The Cultures of the West, Volume Two: Since 1350: A History
can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this
time.
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