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Through haunting landscapes of the Nile Valley, oases and deserts, purely
designed buildings, sumptuous paintings, beautiful illuminations, and exquisite
fabrics, Christian Egypt transports the reader through the two-thousand year
history and culture of Coptic Egypt.

In Christian Egypt, Massimo Capuani invites students, scholars, and other
interested readers to gain a greater appreciation of the richness of the Coptic
civilization by traveling through ancient and medieval Coptic sites throughout
Egypt, including the ruined monasteries of Saint Jeremiah (Saqqara) and Saint
Apollo (Bawit).

Capuani's comprehensive examination of the archeological studies and historical
literature of Coptic Christian monasteries and churches are supported by over
170 black-and-white photographs, maps, and architectural illustrations. In
addition, 105 full-color photographs provide a substantive record of monuments,
architectural features, and wall paintings not seen elsewhere with such clarity and
beauty. A chronology of Egypt from 332 B.C. to 1952 and an essay on the
typology and architectural evolution of Egyptian churches add to the value of the
work.

Christian Egypt is enriched by the contribution of Otto F. A. Meinardus, who
introduces readers to Coptic Egypt with a discussion of basic issues such as the
patriarchs of Alexandria and theology of the World Church during the fourth and
fifth centuries, the history of the Coptic Church, monasticism, the attitude of
Egypt's rulers toward the Copts, and the Coptic renaissance during the
pontificates of the patriarchs Cyril VI and Shenouda III.

In a valuable, concise account, Marie-Helène Rutschowscaya elucidates several
aspects of Coptic art: wall paintings, icons, illustrated manuscripts, as well as
textiles. She offers readers a comprehensive picture of the artistic achievements
of the Copts. Gawdat Gabra's thorough knowledge of current archeological
activity and the most recent consensus regarding the dates and other questions
concerning churches and monasteries enhance the store of information in
Christian Egypt.

Contents include Introduction," by Gawdat Gabra; *Coptic Christianity, Past and
Present, - by Otto F. A. Meinardus; *The Arts Using Color, - by Marie-Helène
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Rutschowscaya; *Typology and Architectural Evolution of the Egyptian
Churches Areas and Regions, - by Massimo Capuani; and *Areas and Regions, -
by Massimo Capuani.

Areas and regions included are The Region of the Delta, Nitria and Kellia, Scetis
(Wadi al-Natrun), Cairo and Its Vicinity, Al-Fayyum and the Region of Beni
Suef, The Eastern Desert, The Region of al-Minya, The Region of Asyut, The
Region of Sohag and Akhmim, The Thebaid, Upper Egypt, and The Oases.
Includes a chronology, bibliography, glossary, and index of places.

Massimo Capuani, an engineer and researcher, is an expert in the history of the
Eastern Christian Churches and has a thorough knowledge of the Middle
Eastern and Mediterranean worlds; he has collected rich documentation about
their cultural and artistic development.

Otto F. A. Meinardus, Fellow of the Institute of Coptic Studies in Cairo and a
member of the German Archaeological Society, is a doctor of philosophy and
theology and a professor at the American University in Cairo and Athens College
in Greece.

Marie-Helène Rutschowscaya is head curator of the department of Egyptian
antiquities at the Louvre and director of the Coptic section; she is also a professor
at the ecole du Louvre.

Gawdat Gabra, former director of the Coptic Museum in Cairo and member of
the board of the Society of Coptic Archaeology, has a doctorate in Coptology
from the University of Munster. He serves as a consultant in a number of projects
of the American Research Center in Egypt and is chief editor of the Saint Mark
Foundation for Coptic History Studies.
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Through haunting landscapes of the Nile Valley, oases and deserts, purely designed buildings, sumptuous
paintings, beautiful illuminations, and exquisite fabrics, Christian Egypt transports the reader through the
two-thousand year history and culture of Coptic Egypt.

In Christian Egypt, Massimo Capuani invites students, scholars, and other interested readers to gain a greater
appreciation of the richness of the Coptic civilization by traveling through ancient and medieval Coptic sites
throughout Egypt, including the ruined monasteries of Saint Jeremiah (Saqqara) and Saint Apollo (Bawit).

Capuani's comprehensive examination of the archeological studies and historical literature of Coptic
Christian monasteries and churches are supported by over 170 black-and-white photographs, maps, and
architectural illustrations. In addition, 105 full-color photographs provide a substantive record of
monuments, architectural features, and wall paintings not seen elsewhere with such clarity and beauty. A
chronology of Egypt from 332 B.C. to 1952 and an essay on the typology and architectural evolution of
Egyptian churches add to the value of the work.

Christian Egypt is enriched by the contribution of Otto F. A. Meinardus, who introduces readers to Coptic
Egypt with a discussion of basic issues such as the patriarchs of Alexandria and theology of the World
Church during the fourth and fifth centuries, the history of the Coptic Church, monasticism, the attitude of
Egypt's rulers toward the Copts, and the Coptic renaissance during the pontificates of the patriarchs Cyril VI
and Shenouda III.

In a valuable, concise account, Marie-Helène Rutschowscaya elucidates several aspects of Coptic art: wall
paintings, icons, illustrated manuscripts, as well as textiles. She offers readers a comprehensive picture of the
artistic achievements of the Copts. Gawdat Gabra's thorough knowledge of current archeological activity and
the most recent consensus regarding the dates and other questions concerning churches and monasteries
enhance the store of information in Christian Egypt.

Contents include Introduction," by Gawdat Gabra; *Coptic Christianity, Past and Present, - by Otto F. A.
Meinardus; *The Arts Using Color, - by Marie-Helène Rutschowscaya; *Typology and Architectural
Evolution of the Egyptian Churches Areas and Regions, - by Massimo Capuani; and *Areas and Regions, -
by Massimo Capuani.

Areas and regions included are The Region of the Delta, Nitria and Kellia, Scetis (Wadi al-Natrun), Cairo
and Its Vicinity, Al-Fayyum and the Region of Beni Suef, The Eastern Desert, The Region of al-Minya, The
Region of Asyut, The Region of Sohag and Akhmim, The Thebaid, Upper Egypt, and The Oases. Includes a
chronology, bibliography, glossary, and index of places.

Massimo Capuani, an engineer and researcher, is an expert in the history of the Eastern Christian Churches
and has a thorough knowledge of the Middle Eastern and Mediterranean worlds; he has collected rich



documentation about their cultural and artistic development.

Otto F. A. Meinardus, Fellow of the Institute of Coptic Studies in Cairo and a member of the German
Archaeological Society, is a doctor of philosophy and theology and a professor at the American University in
Cairo and Athens College in Greece.

Marie-Helène Rutschowscaya is head curator of the department of Egyptian antiquities at the Louvre and
director of the Coptic section; she is also a professor at the ecole du Louvre.

Gawdat Gabra, former director of the Coptic Museum in Cairo and member of the board of the Society of
Coptic Archaeology, has a doctorate in Coptology from the University of Munster. He serves as a consultant
in a number of projects of the American Research Center in Egypt and is chief editor of the Saint Mark
Foundation for Coptic History Studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

Massimo Capuani offers an enlightening overview of the history of Egypt's largest and most ancient minority
community . . . and provides a superb overall orientation to the sites as well as a fine feel for visual style and
major religious themes in the Coptic iconographic repertoire.
Religion and the Arts

272 page Monumental work is a masterpiece of art and history of the Christian Era of Egypt.
Coptic Church Review

Written in a limpid style that is both instructive and colorful, this book, rich in splendid illustrations is a
thorough study of the Coptic Church: culture, art, architecture, cultic and ritual practices. Nothing escapes
the eyes of the three authors: a historian of monasticism, a theologian, and the curator of Egyptian antiquities
in the Louvre. The plan of the book is unusual: it is divided into geographic regions, which allows for a
meticulous study of every monastery, every church, every village. Finally, by means of the history of the
oldest among Christian churches, the authors shed light on the present renewal of a Coptic spirit in Egypt.
Djénane Kareh-Tager, Ecritures

This is a volume of interest to the historian, artist, archaeologist and theologian. It gives an insight into
modern Coptic renewal and the influence of its monastic life, as well as an overview of a key element in the
development of Egyptian Christianity. Both the beauty and the struggles of this church come alive through
these stories and illustrations.
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)

This lovely coffee-table book details Coptic buildings (churches, monasteries, sculptures, and icons that still
exist. . . . A great pleasure is the stunningly beautiful color photos of various artifacts.
The Conrad Grebel Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Italian

About the Author
DR. OTTO F.A. MEINARDUS was the author of numerous publications on the history of

GAWDAT GABRA, a former director of the Coptic Museum, is the author or editor of numerous books
related to the literary and material culture of Egyptian Christianity, including Coptic Monasteries: Egypt's
Monastic Art and Architecture, Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments through Two Millennia (both
AUC Press 2002), and Christianity and Monasticism in the Fayoum Oasis (AUC Press, 2005). He is the co-
editor of the three volumes of The Popes of Egypt (vol. I: AUC Press, 2004).



Dr. Otto F.A. Meinardus is the author of numerous publications on the history of Christianity in Egypt and
the Near East.

GAWDAT GABRA, a former director of the Coptic Museum, is the author or editor of numerous books
related to the literary and material culture of Egyptian Christianity, including Coptic Monasteries: Egypt's
Monastic Art and Architecture, Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments through Two Millennia (both
AUC Press 2002), and Christianity and Monasticism in the Fayoum Oasis (AUC Press, 2005). He is the co-
editor of the three volumes of The Popes of Egypt (vol. I: AUC Press, 2004).

GAWDAT GABRA, a former director of the Coptic Museum, is the author or editor of numerous books
related to the literary and material culture of Egyptian Christianity, including Coptic Monasteries: Egypt's
Monastic Art and Architecture, Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments through Two Millennia (both
AUC Press 2002), and Christianity and Monasticism in the Fayoum Oasis (AUC Press, 2005). He is the co-
editor of the three volumes of The Popes of Egypt (vol. I: AUC Press, 2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their can do
that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this kind of Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments Through Two
Millennia to read.

Eleanor Hayes:

The e-book untitled Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments Through Two Millennia is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments Through Two
Millennia from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Kate Word:

Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments Through Two Millennia can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Christian
Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments Through Two Millennia nevertheless doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.



Cynthia Harvell:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments Through Two Millennia
we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
by this book Christian Egypt: Coptic Art and Monuments Through Two Millennia. You can more desirable
than now.
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