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Since the end of World War II, leaders of the Jehovah's Witness movement in
both Germany and elsewhere have steadfastly argued that Witnesses were united
in their opposition to Nazism and did not collude with the Third Reich.
Documents have been uncovered, however, that prove otherwise. Using materials
from Witness archives, the U.S. State Department, Nazi files, and other sources,
M. James Penton demonstrates that while many ordinary German Witnesses were
brave in their opposition to Nazism, their leaders were quite prepared to support
the Hitler government.

Penton begins his study with a close reading of the "Declaration of Facts"
released by the Witnesses at a Berlin convention in June 1933. Witness leaders
have called the document a protest against Nazi persecution, however closer
examination shows it contained bitter attacks on Great Britain and the United
States - jointly referred to as "the greatest and most oppressive empire on earth" -
the League of Nations, big business, and above all, Jews, who are referred to as
"the representatives of Satan the Devil."

It was later, in 1933 - when the Nazis would not accept Witness blandishments-
that leader J.F. Rutherford called on Witnesses to seek martyrdom by carrying on
a campaign of passive resistance. Many ultimately died in prisons and
concentration camps, and postwar Witness leaders have attempted to use this fact
to assert that Jehovah's Witnesses stood consistently against Nazism.

Drawing on his own Witness background and years of research on Witness
history, Penton separates fact from fiction during this dark period.
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Editorial Review

Review
"For many years our organization has put forth an unselfish and persistent effort to do good to the people.
Our American brethren have greatly assisted in the work in Germany, and with money freely contributed,
and that at a time when all Germany was in dire distress. Now because it appears that Germany may soon be
free from oppression and that the people may be lifted up, Satan, the great enemy, puts forth his endeavours
to destroy that benevolent work in this land."

About the Author
M. James Penton is a professor emeritus of history and religious studies at the University of Lethbridge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Bellard:

The book untitled Jehovah's Witnesses and the Third Reich: Sectarian Politics under Persecution is the guide
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a
person. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Jehovah's Witnesses and the Third Reich: Sectarian Politics under
Persecution from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Beverly Barber:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Jehovah's Witnesses and the Third Reich:
Sectarian Politics under Persecution can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Karen Nash:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Jehovah's Witnesses and the Third Reich:
Sectarian Politics under Persecution, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to



miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it,
oh come on its named reading friends.

Michael Rahn:

Beside this Jehovah's Witnesses and the Third Reich: Sectarian Politics under Persecution in your phone, it
might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Jehovah's Witnesses and the Third Reich: Sectarian
Politics under Persecution because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at
times have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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