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Our lives are full of small tensions, our closest relationships full of struggle:
between woman and man, artist and customer, purist and commercialist,
professional and client—and between the dominant and the submissive.
 
In Dominatrix, Danielle Lindemann draws on extensive fieldwork and interviews
with professional dominatrices in New York City and San Francisco to offer a
sophisticated portrait of these unusual professionals, their work, and their clients.
Prior research on sex work has focused primarily on prostitutes and most studies
of BDSM absorb pro-domme/client relationships without exploring what makes
them unique. Lindemann satisfies our curiosity about these paid encounters,
shining a light on one of the most secretive and least understood of personal
relationships and unthreading a heretofore unexamined patch of our social
tapestry. Upending the idea that these erotic laborers engage in simple exchanges
and revealing the therapeutic and analytic nature of their work, Lindemann
makes a major contribution to cultural studies, anthropology, and queer studies
with her analysis of how gender, power, sexuality, and hierarchy shape all of our
social experiences.
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Our lives are full of small tensions, our closest relationships full of struggle: between woman and man, artist
and customer, purist and commercialist, professional and client—and between the dominant and the
submissive.
 
In Dominatrix, Danielle Lindemann draws on extensive fieldwork and interviews with professional
dominatrices in New York City and San Francisco to offer a sophisticated portrait of these unusual
professionals, their work, and their clients. Prior research on sex work has focused primarily on prostitutes
and most studies of BDSM absorb pro-domme/client relationships without exploring what makes them
unique. Lindemann satisfies our curiosity about these paid encounters, shining a light on one of the most
secretive and least understood of personal relationships and unthreading a heretofore unexamined patch of
our social tapestry. Upending the idea that these erotic laborers engage in simple exchanges and revealing the
therapeutic and analytic nature of their work, Lindemann makes a major contribution to cultural studies,
anthropology, and queer studies with her analysis of how gender, power, sexuality, and hierarchy shape all of
our social experiences.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Breaking ranks with the legions of writers who have exoticized the people, places, things, and activities in
this supposedly ‘seedy’ quarter of the retail sadomasochism economy, Danielle J. Lindemann offers up a
lithe and sharp account of life in the dominatrix’s jungle and, in the telling, places the reader and the
dominatrix side by side. While Dominatrix is a must-read for anyone interested in sociology, sex, pleasure,
pain, or work, this isn’t just a book about gender and power. It’s also an occupational study rooted in the
venerable tradition of Everett Hughes and his colleagues and protégés of the Chicago School of Sociology.
This is sociology—and the exercise of the sociological imagination—at its finest.”

(Greg Scott DePaul University)

“In the tradition of the great occupational ethnographies, Danielle J. Lindemann takes us into professional
dominatrices’ worlds and shows us, with graceful and consistently engaging prose, how the women she
studied build careers, negotiate with clients, and develop accounts that make sense of their work and of the
relationships it entails. Dominatrix has much to teach us about gender and sexuality.”

(Paul DiMaggio Princeton University)

“In wonderfully evocative vignettes and provocative analyses, Danielle J. Lindemann’s stunning
ethnographic study of professional dominatrices shows just how much supposed deviance has to tell us about
the normal, the ordinary, and the everyday. Theoretically innovative and methodologically perceptive,
Lindemann’s work shows a sociological imagination at its most engaging.”

(Priscilla Parkhurst Ferguson Columbia University)

About the Author

Danielle J. Lindemann is a postdoctoral research scholar at Vanderbilt University. She lives with her
husband in New York—a city she loves masochistically.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dora Campfield:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Dominatrix: Gender, Eroticism, and Control in
the Dungeon seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more



information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Dominatrix: Gender, Eroticism, and
Control in the Dungeon is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship using the book Dominatrix: Gender, Eroticism, and Control in the Dungeon. You never truly
feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Jessica Jennings:

Here thing why this kind of Dominatrix: Gender, Eroticism, and Control in the Dungeon are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Dominatrix: Gender, Eroticism, and Control in the
Dungeon giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
book that similar with Dominatrix: Gender, Eroticism, and Control in the Dungeon. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Dominatrix: Gender, Eroticism, and Control in the Dungeon in e-book can be your alternative.

Michael Hansen:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Dominatrix:
Gender, Eroticism, and Control in the Dungeon suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well
known writer in this era. The book untitled Dominatrix: Gender, Eroticism, and Control in the Dungeonis
one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Aimee Buffington:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Dominatrix: Gender, Eroticism, and Control in the Dungeon was
filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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