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In 1026, Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni raided the Hindu temple of Somanatha
(Somnath in textbooks of the colonial period). The story of the raid has
reverberated in Indian history, but largely during the raj. It was first depicted as a
trauma for the Hindu population not in India, but in the House of Commons. The
triumphalist accounts of the event in Turko-Persian chronicles became the main
source for most eighteenth-century historians. It suited everyone and helped the
British to divide and rule a multi-millioned subcontinent.

In her new book, Romila Thapar, the doyenne of Indian historians, reconstructs
what took place by studying other sources, including local Sanskrit inscriptions,
biographies of kings and merchants of the period, court epics and popular
narratives that have survived. The result is astounding and undermines the
traditional version of what took place. These findings also contest the current
Hindu religious nationalism that constantly utilises the conventional version of
this history.
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colonial period). The story of the raid has reverberated in Indian history, but largely during the raj. It was
first depicted as a trauma for the Hindu population not in India, but in the House of Commons. The
triumphalist accounts of the event in Turko-Persian chronicles became the main source for most eighteenth-
century historians. It suited everyone and helped the British to divide and rule a multi-millioned
subcontinent.

In her new book, Romila Thapar, the doyenne of Indian historians, reconstructs what took place by studying
other sources, including local Sanskrit inscriptions, biographies of kings and merchants of the period, court
epics and popular narratives that have survived. The result is astounding and undermines the traditional
version of what took place. These findings also contest the current Hindu religious nationalism that
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Editorial Review

Review
“Romila Thapar is the most eminent Indian historian.”—Eric Hobsbawm (in praise of The Penguin History
of Early India: From the Origins to AD 1300)

About the Author
Romila Thapar is Emeritus Professor in History at the Jawaharlal Nehru University. She has served as
visiting professor at Cornell University and the University of Pennsylvania and is currently the Kluge Chair
in Countries and Cultures of the South at the Library of Congress. Among her previous books are Ashoka
and the Decline of the Mauryas, Indian Tales, and The Penguin History of Early India: From the Origins to
AD 1300.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lou Bryant:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Somanatha: The Many Voices of a History ended up
being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The e-book Somanatha: The Many Voices of a History is not only giving you far
more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Somanatha: The Many Voices of
a History. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Stephen Wilson:

The publication with title Somanatha: The Many Voices of a History has a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Barbara Robbins:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
definitely Somanatha: The Many Voices of a History.



Christopher Bohner:

This Somanatha: The Many Voices of a History is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look
for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Somanatha: The
Many Voices of a History can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy
to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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