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Questions about the nature of law, its relationship with custom, and the
distinctive form of legal rules, categories, and reasoning, are placed at the centre
of this introduction to the anthropology of law. It brings empirical scholarship
within the scope of legal philosophy, while suggesting new avenues of inquiry
for the anthropologist.

Going beyond the functional and instrumental aspects of law that underlie
traditional ethnographic studies of order and conflict resolution, The
Anthropology of Law considers contemporary debates on human rights and new
forms of property, but also delves into the rich corpus of texts and codes studied
by legal historians, classicists, and orientalist scholars. Studies of the great legal
systems of ancient China, India, and the Islamic world, unjustly neglected by
anthropologists, are examined alongside forms of law created on their
peripheries. The coutumes of medieval Europe, the codes drawn up by tribal
groups in Tibet and the Yemen, village laws on both sides of the Mediterranean,
and the intricate codes of saga in Iceland provide rich empirical detail for the
author's analysis of the cross-cultural importance of the form of law, as text or
rule, and the relative marginality of its functions as an instrument of government
or foundation of social order. Carefully-selected examples shed new light upon
the interrelations and distinctions between law, custom, and justice. Gradually an
argument unfolds concerning the tensions between legalistic thought and
argument, and the ideological or aspirational claims to embody justice, morality,
and religious truth which lie at the heart of what we think of as law.
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Questions about the nature of law, its relationship with custom, and the distinctive form of legal rules,
categories, and reasoning, are placed at the centre of this introduction to the anthropology of law. It brings
empirical scholarship within the scope of legal philosophy, while suggesting new avenues of inquiry for the
anthropologist.

Going beyond the functional and instrumental aspects of law that underlie traditional ethnographic studies of
order and conflict resolution, The Anthropology of Law considers contemporary debates on human rights
and new forms of property, but also delves into the rich corpus of texts and codes studied by legal historians,
classicists, and orientalist scholars. Studies of the great legal systems of ancient China, India, and the Islamic
world, unjustly neglected by anthropologists, are examined alongside forms of law created on their
peripheries. The coutumes of medieval Europe, the codes drawn up by tribal groups in Tibet and the Yemen,
village laws on both sides of the Mediterranean, and the intricate codes of saga in Iceland provide rich
empirical detail for the author's analysis of the cross-cultural importance of the form of law, as text or rule,
and the relative marginality of its functions as an instrument of government or foundation of social order.
Carefully-selected examples shed new light upon the interrelations and distinctions between law, custom,
and justice. Gradually an argument unfolds concerning the tensions between legalistic thought and argument,
and the ideological or aspirational claims to embody justice, morality, and religious truth which lie at the
heart of what we think of as law.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Fernanda Pirie's The Anthropology of Law is an exciting introduction to this ethnographically informed field
of inquiry. Although a number of texts on anthropology and law have been published in recent years, Pirie's
commentary is imbued with her own insightful contributions that help to more clearly define the field and at
the same time make it accessible to a wide range of scholars across the social sciences and humanities." -Eve
Darian-Smith, Law and History Review

About the Author

Fernanda Pirie is a University Lecturer in socio-legal studies at the University of Oxford, and Director of the
University's Centre for Socio-Legal Studies. An anthropologist by training, following a career at the London
Bar, she has carried out fieldwork for over a decade on the Tibetan plateau. Her studies have centred on
conflict resolution, social order, and tribe-state relations, and have lead to publications on violence, conflict,
order, and disorder. More recently she has been working on the nature of legalism on the Tibetan plateau.
She is a coordinator of the Oxford Legalism project, which brings together scholars from law, history,
anthropology, classics, and oriental studies in a series of seminars and workshops, in order to compare
examples of legalistic texts, practices, and thought from across the world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Anthropology of Law (Clarendon Law). Try to make book Anthropology
of Law (Clarendon Law) as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Dorothy Jaramillo:

The ability that you get from Anthropology of Law (Clarendon Law) may be the more deep you digging the
information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but Anthropology of Law (Clarendon Law) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read
the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are



available. We advise you for having this particular Anthropology of Law (Clarendon Law) instantly.

Larry Brackett:

The guide untitled Anthropology of Law (Clarendon Law) is the guide that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Anthropology of Law (Clarendon Law) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Eva Solares:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Anthropology of Law (Clarendon
Law) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Anthropology of Law (Clarendon Law) as
good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't judge
book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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