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The original Handbook of International Relations was the first authoritative and
comprehensive survey of the field of international relations. In this eagerly-
awaited new edition, the editors have once again drawn together a team of the
world's leading scholars of international relations to provide a state-of-the-art
review and indispensable guide to the field, ensuring its position as the pre-
eminent volume of its kind. A genuinely international undertaking, the handbook
reviews the many historical, philosophical, analytical and normative roots to the
discipline and the key contemporary topics of research and debate today.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is not so much a 'handbook', more a brilliantly conceived and wonderfully designed piece of scholarship
that makes a major contribution of its own to the field of IR. Each of the thirty three individual essays does
exactly what the editors must have hoped for - provide a thoroughgoing guide to nearly every conceivable
topic of interest to the student of international politics. A must buy for libraries and a first-to-go-to reference
point for scholars. An outstanding achievement
Professor Michael Cox
London School of Economics

The vastly changed, second edition of "The Handbook" extends its run as the most authoritative and
convenient source for a comprehensive and sophisticated overview of a vibrant field of scholarship. The 33
chapters are highly informative and up-to-date, and authored by a distinguished and diverse group of
international scholars. For an overview and as a reference this is a not-to-be-missed volume that all students
of international relations will want to add to their personal library
Peter Katzenstein
Professor of International Studies, Cornell University

When incredible uncertainty and sheer unpredictability of international relations as witnessed at the dawn of
the twentieth-first century often lead actors to get scared and analysts to procrastinate, this thoroughly edited
volume gives a reliable guidance to thinking and action to both analysts and actors with its balance of many
angles and its thoroughness of normative, theoretical and empirical investigations
Takashi Inoguchi
Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo, President, University of Niigata Prefecture

It would be hard to find a better one-volume overview of the field
Anne-Marie Slaughter
Professor of Politics and International Affairs, Princeton University

About the Author
Prof. Dr. Thomas Risse is director of the Center for Transnational Relations, Foreign and Se-curity Policy at
the Otto Suhr Institute of Political Science at the Freie Universität Berlin. Born in 1955, he received his PhD.
from the University of Frankfurt in 1987. From 1997-2001, he was Joint Chair of International Relations at
the European University Institute's Ro-bert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies and the Department of
Social and Political Sci-ences in Florence, Italy. His previous teaching and research appointments include the
Peace Research Institute Frankfurt, the University of Konstanz, Germany, as well as Cornell and Yale
Universities, and the University of Wyoming. He has also held visiting professorships at Stanford and



Harvard Universities. Thomas Risse is co-ordinator of the Research Center 700 "Governance in Areas of
Limited Statehood", funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG). He is founding director of the
Berlin Graduate School for Transnational Studies, and has been chair of the Executive Committee of the
Joint Master program in International Relations of the Freie Universität Berlin, the Humboldt Universität zu
Berlin, and the University of Potsdam. He has been asso-ciate editor of the journal International
Organization. In 2003, he received the Max Planck Research Prize for International Cooperation. Thomas
Risse is the author of Cooperation among Democracies. The European Influence on U.S. Foreign Policy
(Princeton University Press, 1995) and, among others, co-editor of The End of the West. Crisis and Change
in the Atlantic Order (with Jeffrey Anderson and G. John Ikenberry, Cornell University Press, 2008),
Regieren ohne Staat? Governance in Räumen begrenzter Staatlichkeit (with Ursula Lehmkuhl, Nomos,
2007), Handbook of International Relations (with Walter Carlsnaes and Beth Simmons, Sage, 2002),
Transforming Europe. Europeanization and Domestic Change (with Maria Green Cowles and James
Caporaso, Cornell University Press, 2001), and The Power of Human Rights. International Norms and
Domestic Change (with Stephen C. Ropp and Kathryn Sikkink, Cambridge University Press, 1999).

Beth Simmons is a Professor of Government at Harvard University, Cambridge Massachusetts. Previous
positions include Assistant Professor at Duke University (Durham, North Carolina) and Associate Professor
at the University of California at Berkeley. Her research interests include international law, international
human rights, and international political economy. She is author of Who Adjusts? Domestic Sources of
Foreign Economic Policy During the Interwar Years, 1924-1939 (1995), and is currently working on a book
length manuscript on compliance with international human rights obligations. She is a co-editor of the SAGE
Handbook of International Relations (2002).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Hyde:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Handbook of International Relations can be your answer because it can be read by you
who have those short spare time problems.

James Matter:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book you
can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot of
information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read. If you
wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Handbook of International
Relations offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Gregory Sims:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in



order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Handbook of International Relations can make you experience more interested to read.

Eugene Meunier:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Handbook of International
Relations.
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