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George Lucas’s first Star Wars trilogy shows the influences of its era; Cold War
tension is evident in its theme of rebellion against totalitarianism. Recent entries
in the Star Wars saga—The Phantom Menace (1999) and Attack of the Clones
(2002)—are much more concerned with evil corporations, terrorists, and the
corruption of the political process. Each film is influenced by the times in which
it was released, but also by cultural subtexts and by other films that had direct
and indirect effects on Lucas as writer, producer, and director. This work focuses
on all six Star Wars films. The first topic of this multifaceted examination is how
the films use the language of colonialism (“The” Rebellion, “The” Empire) to
emphasize the idea of imperialism. Next the author looks at how Asian
influences—including religious undertones from Taoism and Buddhism and the
works of Kurosawa and other Asian filmmakers—provide a subtext for much of
the action. Next the discussion turns to the representation of people of color in
the Star Wars universe, and how other ethnicities are represented overall,
particularly through the literalization of the word “aliens.” These topics of
discussion provide for penetrating conclusions about Lucas’s films and how they
represent race, religion, and rebellion.
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George Lucas’s first Star Wars trilogy shows the influences of its era; Cold War tension is evident in its
theme of rebellion against totalitarianism. Recent entries in the Star Wars saga—The Phantom Menace
(1999) and Attack of the Clones (2002)—are much more concerned with evil corporations, terrorists, and the
corruption of the political process. Each film is influenced by the times in which it was released, but also by
cultural subtexts and by other films that had direct and indirect effects on Lucas as writer, producer, and
director. This work focuses on all six Star Wars films. The first topic of this multifaceted examination is how
the films use the language of colonialism (“The” Rebellion, “The” Empire) to emphasize the idea of
imperialism. Next the author looks at how Asian influences—including religious undertones from Taoism
and Buddhism and the works of Kurosawa and other Asian filmmakers—provide a subtext for much of the
action. Next the discussion turns to the representation of people of color in the Star Wars universe, and how
other ethnicities are represented overall, particularly through the literalization of the word “aliens.” These
topics of discussion provide for penetrating conclusions about Lucas’s films and how they represent race,
religion, and rebellion.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Kevin J. Wetmore, Jr., is a professor in the Theater Arts department at Loyola Marymount University. He
is also the author of The Athenian Sun in an African Sky (2002) and Black Dionysus (2003). He lives in Los
Angeles, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Ayala:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Empire Triumphant:
Race, Religion And Rebellion in the Star Wars Films. All type of book are you able to see on many methods.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Ronald Karl:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Empire Triumphant: Race, Religion And
Rebellion in the Star Wars Films book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

James Hibner:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Empire Triumphant: Race, Religion And
Rebellion in the Star Wars Films is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.



Michael Ogden:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Empire Triumphant: Race, Religion And Rebellion in the
Star Wars Films why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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