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Immediately after the Second World War, the victorious Allies authorized and
helped to carry out the forced relocation of German speakers from their homes
across central and southern Europe to Germany. The numbers were almost
unimaginable—between 12,000,000 and 14,000,000 civilians, most of them
women and children—and the losses horrifying—at least 500,000 people, and
perhaps many more, died while detained in former concentration camps, while
locked in trains en route, or after arriving in Germany exhausted, malnourished,
and homeless. This book is the first in any language to tell the full story of this
immense man-made catastrophe.

Based mainly on archival records of the countries that carried out the forced
migrations and of the international humanitarian organizations that tried but
failed to prevent the disastrous results, Orderly and Humane: The Expulsion of
the Germans after the Second World War is an authoritative and objective
account. It examines an aspect of European history that few have wished to
confront, exploring how the expulsions were conceived, planned, and executed
and how their legacy reverberates throughout central Europe today. The book is
an important study of the largest recorded episode of what we now call "ethnic
cleansing," and it may also be the most significant untold story of the Second
World War.
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Editorial Review

Review
""Orderly and Humane "is an outstanding and well-written work that fills a significant gap in books written
in English about this large subject and the very period of its compass. It ought to be in every serious
American library and should be required reading for scholars interested in the history of the end of the
Second World War and the years thereafter in Europe."--John Lukacs, author of "The Future of History "and
"Five Days in London, May 1940"--John Lukacs

"R.M. Douglas has written a fair-minded, deeply researched and courageous book that carefully demystifies
the claims and accusations surrounding the awful history of the expulsion of the ethnic Germans from
Eastern Europe. A first-rate work, "Orderly and Humane" compels us to admit that the postwar expulsions
were not simply a regrettable accident but a deliberate policy of ethnic cleansing on a breathtaking scale that
decisively shaped postwar Europe's history."--William I. Hitchcock, author of "The Bitter Road to Freedom:
The Human Consequences of Allied Victory in World War II Europe" --William I. Hitchcock

"The tragedy of the post-World War II ethnic German refugees and expellees has been told before but no
account is based on so many original documents from so many countries as Douglas's eminently readable
work."--Istvan Deak, Columbia University--Istvan Deak

"This important, powerful, and moving book should be on the desk of every international policymaker as
well as every historian of twentieth-century Europe. Characterized by assured scholarship, cool objectivity,
and convincing detail, it is also a passionate plea for tolerance and fairness in a multicultural world."--
Richard J./i>--Richard J. Evans "The New Republic "

"This is an important book, deserving of the widest readership."--Max Hastings, "Sunday Times"--Max
Hastings"Sunday Times" (08/05/2012)

"R.M. Douglas has written a serious book that deserves the serious commitment it takes to read it."--John B.
Saul, The Seattle Times
--John B. Saul"The Seattle Times" (07/29/2002)

"[T]he most thorough study available of the largest expulsion of a people in human history . . . [a] scrupulous
reconstruction . . .#160;"The Atlantic"--Benjamin Schwarz"The Atlantic" (09/01/2012)

"Doug-las, a historian at Colgate, offers the most thorough study available of the largest expulsion of a
people in human history and by far the most horrific instance in post-war Europe of what is now called
ethnic cleansing: the forcible transfer of at least 12 million ethnic Germans, mostly women and children from
Eastern and Central Europe in the aftermath of the Second World War. The result is an authoritative analysis
of an episode that, contrary to McCormick's prediction, has utterly failed to penetrate the popular historical
memory..#160;"Named one of the Books of the Year 2012--Benjamin Schwarz"The Atlantic" (11/01/2012)

"It is one of the darkest episodes in modern history, yet it is extraordinary how little notice it receives in
western societies, because the victims were Germans. This is the saga documented and vividly portrayed
here by Douglas. It is an important book, deserving of the widest readership."--Max Hastings, "The Sunday
Times"--Max Hastings"The Sunday Times" (10/06/2013)



About the Author
R. M. Douglas is associate professor of history, Colgate University. He lives in Hamilton, NY.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Gatling:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Orderly and Humane: The Expulsion of the
Germans after the Second World War as the daily resource information.

Charles Stephens:

The book with title Orderly and Humane: The Expulsion of the Germans after the Second World War
includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book
will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Shameka Smith:

Orderly and Humane: The Expulsion of the Germans after the Second World War can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Orderly and Humane: The Expulsion of the Germans after the Second World War but doesn't forget
the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Bruce Hensley:

The book untitled Orderly and Humane: The Expulsion of the Germans after the Second World War contain
a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have
a nice read.
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