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Essay from the year 2008 in the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 2+,
Harvard University (Department of English), course: Shakespeare and Modern
Culture, language: English, abstract: In Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice, the
Jewish character of Shylock refersto the biblical story of Jacob tricking his uncle
Laban (1.3.68-98) by tampering with the procreative process of Laban's flock of
sheep (Genesis 30.25-43). In the following, | will try to point out why Shylock
tellsthis story, and in which literary context he ruminates upon it. Besides a
critical comparison of how his speech interacts with the original biblical story, |
will furthermore discuss this analogy foremost in terms of its religious and
dramatic functions within the play. Against this background, it will be made
evident that 'usury' as a negative Jewish stereotype, presumed by the judging eyes
of medieval Christians, is put in the centre of consideration here. It will be argued
that as a general declaration in MoV, asuperiority of the New Testament to the
Old Testament, of Christianity to Judaism, can be derived, and that this
conclusion is strongly linked with the magjoritarian mindset in Shakespeare's
times and cultural sphere, rather than with Shakespeare's personal attitude
towards Jews or Judaism, an often supposed attitude of unprovable nature.
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Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice, the Jewish character of Shylock refersto the biblical story of Jacob
tricking his uncle Laban (1.3.68-98) by tampering with the procreative process of Laban's flock of sheep
(Genesis 30.25-43). In the following, | will try to point out why Shylock tells this story, and in which literary
context he ruminates upon it. Besides a critical comparison of how his speech interacts with the original
biblical story, I will furthermore discuss this analogy foremost in terms of its religious and dramatic
functions within the play. Against this background, it will be made evident that 'usury' as a negative Jewish
stereotype, presumed by the judging eyes of medieval Christians, is put in the centre of consideration here. It
will be argued that as a general declaration in MoV, a superiority of the New Testament to the Old
Testament, of Christianity to Judaism, can be derived, and that this conclusion is strongly linked with the
magj oritarian mindset in Shakespeare's times and cultural sphere, rather than with Shakespeare's personal
attitude towards Jews or Judaism, an often supposed attitude of unprovable nature.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Seit 2006 arbeite ich neben dem Studium als Dokumentarfilmerin. Neben einigen Kurzfilmprojekten und
einem 75-min. Recherchefilm wird 2015 mein abendfillender Dokumentarfilm "Auf den Spuren von Al
Jolson” fertiggestellt werden. Meine Filme sind in den USA, England, Australien und Malta gezeigt worden.
Seit 2010 halte ich auch internationale Vortrage zu meiner Filmarbeit und zu einzelnen Recherchefeldern.
Darliber hinaus arbeite ich als freie Ubersetzerin (DEU/ENG) und erstelle ebenfalls freiberuflich Transkripte
sowie Untertitel. Fir die Jidische Bibliothek in Vilnius, Litauen, habe ich seit 2010 Materia spenden
organisiert und Imagefilme erstellt. 2004/2005 habe ich al's Regiehospitantin am Theater Kiel gearbeitet, ein
Arbeitsfeld, dasich nach dem Studium (Abschluss 2014) wieder aufgreifen mdchte. Meine Websites:
www.gj-images.com und www.oberheidenbrent.com

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Steven Tran:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book Christianity versus Judaism in Shakespeare's Merchant of
Venice had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The publication Christianity versus Judaism in Shakespeare's Merchant of
Veniceisnot only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored.
Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the
book Christianity versus Judaism in Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice. Y ou never truly feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Edward Christensen:

This Chrigtianity versus Judaism in Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice usually are reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Christianity versus Judaismin
Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Christianity versus Judaism in Shakespeare's Merchant of
Venice giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So, let's haveit and luxuriate in reading.

Florence Taylor:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can easily



share their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader
with their story aswell astheir experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days
alwaystry to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their
book. One of them is this Christianity versus Judaism in Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice.

William Wright:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve Christianity versus Judaism in Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice
was filled with regards to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read aguide. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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