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Kevin Brooks is at the top of his YA game in this "provocative, suspenseful"
(Booklist) novel. Now in a dynamic new Kevin Brooks repackaging!

When Joe meets Candy, it seems like a regular boy-meets-girl scenario. They
chat over coffee, she gives him her number, and he writes her a song. But then
Joe is drawn into Candy's world --- a world of drugs, violence, and desperation.
As the dark truth about Candy's life emerges, Joe finds himself facing real danger
at every twist and turn. Soon Joe's conflicting emotions begin to mirror Candy's,
and he understands that falling in love just might be worth the struggle. This
intoxicating tale of heartache, danger, and hope will enthrall teen readers.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Kevin Brooks (Kissing the Rain, Martyn Pig, Lucas) excels at portraying the gritty details of English
underclass life, and here, in a story of a boy desperately in love, he has written an irresistibly suspenseful and
compelling YA novel.

When Joe Beck, a fifteen-year-old suburban kid, gets lost in a disreputable neighborhood on his way to an
appointment in London, he is struck dumb by his first sight of beautiful and seemingly innocent Candy. She
talks with him, teases him, but reveals nothing about herself except her phone number. Later they have a
perfect day at the London Zoo, and soon Joe is as addicted to Candy as she is to heroin, in spite of the threats
of her menacing pimp Iggy. Almost nothing matters except his desire to free her from her terrible life -- not
his band’s chance for a recording contract, not the song he has written for her that has become a hit without
him. But there is something that still matters to him, and when he rescues the young prostitute from her
sordid rooming house and takes her into hiding to sweat out her addiction, Iggy finds and uses that one thing
that is stronger than Joe’s passion for Candy, in a heart-thumping, breathless conclusion. (Age 14 and up) --
Patty Campbell

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up–Joe is boring. He lives in a comfortable London suburb. He does alright in school, but shows no
real promise. He plays in a band, but is less than passionate about music. Then he meets Candy. She is 16,
beautiful, addicted to heroin, and a prostitute. She's also the only girl ever to look at him twice. He convinces
himself that he loves her, and tries to get her off smack and the streets. Her enormous, terrifying pimp is very
unhappy with Joe, and tries to murder him and everyone he loves. Brooks's plotting is masterful, and the
action twists and builds to a frenzied and violent climax. Unfortunately, much of the book leading to this
climax is filled with Joe's simpering, prosaic inner monologues. The author embellishes the teen's narration
with stanzas of fragment or one-word sentences, which are more pretentious than dramatic or pointed. For all
the fuss made over her, Candy's character is underdeveloped. If readers assume the book isn't about her, but
how she changes Joe, her lack of nuance makes some sense. The shame is that he is the same humorless
robot before and after risking his life for her. The minor characters–Joe's sassy sister and her tough, good-
guy boyfriend–are so smartly and lightly drawn that they elicit more emotion than Joe and Candy.–Johanna
Lewis, New York Public Library

From Booklist
Gr. 9-12. Brooks' fourth novel, another provocative, suspenseful work that thrusts an average teen into an
intense situation, invites inevitable comparisons with the film Traffic. When Candy, a girl "with the kind of
smile that rips a hole in your heart," speaks to suburban teenager Joe outside a London train station, he falls
hard but senses something amiss: her pupils are "like pinpricks." She cowers when a rough-looking black
guy cuts their conversation short. Candy, it turns out, has a candyman, a pimp who provides the pretty addict
with heroin. Joe gets involved (he can't help it; "[he's] hooked"), nursing Candy through cold-turkey detox
and sinking into a seedy quagmire of danger and desperate violence. Joe's alternately love-drunk and rueful
voice will keep readers engrossed; less easy to accept are Brooks' formulaic plotting, occasionally deliberate
symbolism (Joe's future brother-in-law, a smart, compassionate black man, seems present solely to
counterbalance Candy's terrifying pimp), and limp ending. But the questions that flicker across Joe's
consciousness will speak powerfully to the YA audience, and the story plays skillfully to teens' curiosity
about the mechanics of addiction and its manic, lurid subculture. Jennifer Mattson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lacey Clements:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Candy as your daily resource information.

Jimmy Maiden:

This book untitled Candy to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail
store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier
to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
publication from your list.

James Williams:

Typically the book Candy has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to
write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Paul Steinbach:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Candy to make your reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be
1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the book Candy can to be your friend
when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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