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Praise for the First Edition:

`Totally reliable… the authors have produced a book urgently needed by all those
charged with introducing students to the classics… quite indispensable' - Times
Higher Education Supplement

This is a fully updated and expanded new edition of the successful undergraduate
text. Providing a lucid examination of the pivotal theories of Marx, Durkheim
and Weber, the authors submit that these figures have decisively shaped the
discipline. They show how the classical apparatus is in use, even though it is
being directed in new ways in response to the changing character of society.

Written with the needs of undergraduates in mind, the text is essential reading for
students in sociology and social theory.
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Editorial Review

Review
`Hughes, Martin, Sharrock set out to write a textbook for undergraduates. Their major aim is to offer a
sensitive and faithful interpretation of the pioneers. In this they succeed admirably... make[s] no concessions
to those common student demands for "four main points about Marx": Hughes et al insist that the great
tradition is difficult, that the corpus requires intense effort and reflection. Yet they convey the complexity in
an appealing and comprehensible way. There are helpful subheadings, no presumption that readers are
familiar with Hegel, Kant and suchlike, and skilful interweaving of biographical material, historical
contextualisation and the major ideas of the three giants. For almost 25 years Anthony Giddens's impressive
Capitalism and Modern Social Theory has been the required text for classical theory. But that will now
change. Less expositional, and more willing to range beyond the original texts, Hughes et al will rapidly,
and rightly, become the essential student source. Totally reliable... the authors have produced a book
urgently needed by all those charged with introducing students to the classics.... quite indispensable' - The
Times Higher Education Supplement

COMPLETE VERSION OF THES REVIEW

`Hughes, Martin, Sharrock set out to write a textbook for undergraduates. Their major aim is to offer a
sensitive and faithful interpretations of the pioneers. In this they succeed admirably: the book is made up of
an introduction and conclusion set around three chapters, one on Marx, another on Weber and the third on
Durkheim. Each chapter is characteristically scholarly but accessible to students. The authors make no
concessions to those common student demands for "four main points about Marx": Hughes et al insist that
the great tradition is difficult, that the corpus requires intense effort and reflection. Yet they manage at the
same time to convey the complexity in an appealing and comprehensible way. There are helpful
subheadings, no presumption that readers are familiar with Hegel, Kant and suchlike, and skilful
interweaving of biographical material, historical contextualisation and the major ideas of the three giants. For
almost 25 years Anthony Giddens's impressive Capitalism and Modern Social Theory has been the required
text for classical theory. But that will now change. Less expositional, and more willing to range beyond the
original texts, Hughes et al will rapidly, and rightly, become the essential student source. Totally reliable...
the authors have produced a book urgently needed by all those charged with introducing students to the
classics. However, they do more than that. The book also has a mission, one motivated by a revolt against
contemporary theory that too often refuses to engage with these "dead white males"... Contesting such
charges, Hughes and his co-authors have little difficulty in demonstrating that Marx and Weber especially
"are at the heart of contemporary intellectual life", and that far too much of today's theorising lacks the
roots essential to support rigorous thinking. Against much current caricature, they detail how sociology as a
discipline was, from its very inception a revolt against the Enlightenment premise of the rational individual
actor... Reading Hughes et al one cannot but insist that all debate should be suspended until participants are
thoroughly conversant with the classical tradition.... quite indispensable' - The Times Higher Education
Supplement

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Lee Durfee:

This book untitled Understanding Classical Sociology: Marx, Weber, Durkheim to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Kathleen Land:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Understanding Classical Sociology: Marx, Weber, Durkheim it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses
high quality.

Kelsey Palermo:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be Understanding Classical Sociology: Marx, Weber, Durkheim why because
the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.

Tammie Torres:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Understanding Classical Sociology:
Marx, Weber, Durkheim can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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