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Confronting Managerialism offers a scathing critique of the crippling influence
of neoclassical economics and modern finance on business school teaching and
management practice. Locke and Spender show how business managers who
were once well-regarded as custodians of the economic engines vital to our
growth and social progress now seem closer to the rapacious "robber barons" of
the 1880s. In effect, responsible management has given way to "managerialism,"
whereby an elite caste of businessmen disconnected from any ethical
considerations now call the shots, sending the lives of rest of us "out of balance." 
 
The book traces the loss of managers’ earlier social concerns, amply encouraged
by management education’s transformation since the 1960s, especially in the US.
It also questions not only the social ethics of the US management caste, but its
management efficacy compared to systems of management that are highly
employee participative and dependent, such as in Germany and Japan. Today’s
attempts to "bolt on" ethics and social responsibility courses, the authors argue,
are mere window-dressing, a public relations move that cannot get to the heart of
the matter. Only fundamental reforms in civil society and business schools can
really make a difference.
 
A unique, topical, and controversial look at a subject that impacts us all.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In a brilliant and compelling narrative, Locke and Spender trace the decline of American business after
World War Two to the extinction of socially responsible management. This is a truly important book ...
definitely a must-read." -- H. Thomas Johnson, Professor of Sustainability Management, Portland State
University

About the Author

Robert R. Locke is Emeritus Professor at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. He is one of the leading
international authorities on the contentious subject of management, and the author of numerous books and
articles on comparative management and management education.
 
J. C. Spender is a visiting professor in the Center for Business Performance at Cranfield School of
Management. Now retired after seven years as a Business School Dean, he works as a consultant, researcher,
writer, lecturer, and generally itinerant academic.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lavelle Hildreth:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Confronting
Managerialism: How the Business Elite and Their Schools Threw Our Lives Out of Balance (Economic
Controversies)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Wayne Hause:

The knowledge that you get from Confronting Managerialism: How the Business Elite and Their Schools
Threw Our Lives Out of Balance (Economic Controversies) could be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Confronting Managerialism: How the Business Elite and Their Schools Threw Our
Lives Out of Balance (Economic Controversies) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this Confronting Managerialism: How the Business Elite and Their Schools Threw Our Lives Out of



Balance (Economic Controversies) instantly.

Marian Sheffield:

The publication untitled Confronting Managerialism: How the Business Elite and Their Schools Threw Our
Lives Out of Balance (Economic Controversies) is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see
the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and
so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Confronting Managerialism: How the Business Elite and Their Schools Threw Our Lives Out of Balance
(Economic Controversies) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

James Robinson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Confronting Managerialism: How the Business Elite and Their Schools Threw Our Lives
Out of Balance (Economic Controversies) when you desired it?
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