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 This book provides readers with the tools and resources for exploring the many
dimensions of religion as a central reality of human life. It provides a functional
definition of religion that suggests that religion is important to everyone because
each person's life is shaped by, and all persons are concerned about, occasions in
their lives that threaten or promote fulfillment of the individual's basic values and
commitments.   Chapter coverage includes the six major world religions as they
relate to: traditions, artistic expression, ways of conceiving the divine, the
problem of evil, understanding the self, sin and guilt, death and the self, salvation
and redemption, interpersonal relations, corporate expressions of ethical
concerns, social stability and social change, human response to the natural
process, and order and origins.   For anyone interested in the formal study of
religion.
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 This book provides readers with the tools and resources for exploring the many dimensions of religion as a
central reality of human life. It provides a functional definition of religion that suggests that religion is
important to everyone because each person's life is shaped by, and all persons are concerned about, occasions
in their lives that threaten or promote fulfillment of the individual's basic values and commitments.   Chapter
coverage includes the six major world religions as they relate to: traditions, artistic expression, ways of
conceiving the divine, the problem of evil, understanding the self, sin and guilt, death and the self, salvation
and redemption, interpersonal relations, corporate expressions of ethical concerns, social stability and social
change, human response to the natural process, and order and origins.   For anyone interested in the formal
study of religion.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Very comprehensive in terms of topics covered." — Anne Wetherilt, Emmanuel College

"I find the selections introducing the world's religions very helpful and one of the strongest parts of the book
.... I find it very helpful to have this stretched all through the texts and it offers a way to teach this class that
allows it to be an interesting introduction." — Jeffrey C. Pugh, Elon University

From the Publisher
A basic text for introduction to religious studies that provides the tools and resources for exploring the many
dimensions of religion. The design of this text suggests an approach to critical inquiry that may be called
inductive and integrative.

From the Back Cover

This new edition explores the many dimensions of religion as a central reality of human life. It provides a
functional definition of religion that suggests that religion is important to everyone because each person's life
is shaped by, and all persons are concerned about, occasions in their lives that threaten or promote fulfillment
of the individual's basic values and commitments.

FEATURES:

A broad approach to defining religion in terms of value and commitment—Allows examination of●

traditional religious issues, beliefs, and patterns.
A functional definition of religion—Provides several definitions of religion—with emphasis upon that●

which gives "pivitol value" to life.
A variety of resource materials—Drawn from the Scriptures and classic literature of the world's great●

religions, as well as from classic and contemporary sources that seek to interpret religion in its various
dimensions.

NEW TO THIS EDITION:

Updated contemporary examples from popular culture—Features poetry, drama, cinema, comics, news●

stories, and song lyrics.
Expanded and revised content throughout—E.g., ecstatic religion, religion and gender, myth, religious●

understandings of evil, and postmodernism.
Examination of recent world events—As they relate to religion.●

Fuller treatment of religious orientations and movements in simpler and contemporary society.●



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amber Weitz:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Exploring Religious Meaning (6th Edition). Try to make the book
Exploring Religious Meaning (6th Edition) as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when
you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Mitchell Diaz:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Exploring Religious Meaning (6th Edition).
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some
sort of book Exploring Religious Meaning (6th Edition). You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Eric Reynolds:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Exploring
Religious Meaning (6th Edition) is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Evelyn Montgomery:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Exploring Religious Meaning (6th Edition) provide you with a new experience in reading a
book.
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