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While the annals of educational psychology and scholarship of learning theory
are vast, this book distills the most important material that the higher education
faculty need, translating it into clear language, and rendering from it examples
that can be readily applied in the college classroom. Understanding theory can
enrich one’s own teaching by increasing efficiency and effectiveness of both the
instructor and the student, promoting creativity, encouraging self-reflection and
professional development, and advancing classroom research. Finally, a good
grounding in theory can help faculty navigate when a student is having difficulty.

This clearly written book outlines the learning theories: cognitive, concept
learning, social learning, and constructivist, as well as the motivation theories:
expectancy value, attribution, achievement goal orientation, and self-
determination. It then delves deeper into each one, showing how to develop rich,
meaningful instruction so that students master basic information and move into
deeper levels of learning.
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While the annals of educational psychology and scholarship of learning theory are vast, this book distills the
most important material that the higher education faculty need, translating it into clear language, and
rendering from it examples that can be readily applied in the college classroom. Understanding theory can
enrich one’s own teaching by increasing efficiency and effectiveness of both the instructor and the student,
promoting creativity, encouraging self-reflection and professional development, and advancing classroom
research. Finally, a good grounding in theory can help faculty navigate when a student is having difficulty.

This clearly written book outlines the learning theories: cognitive, concept learning, social learning, and
constructivist, as well as the motivation theories: expectancy value, attribution, achievement goal orientation,
and self-determination. It then delves deeper into each one, showing how to develop rich, meaningful
instruction so that students master basic information and move into deeper levels of learning.
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Editorial Review

Review
Author Marilla D. Svinicki writes that she intends Learning and Motivation in the Postsecondary Classroom
to function as a practical resource for postsecondary instructors to help them better understand how students
learn and what difficulties students face in trying to master material. Svinicki, who has a PhD in Psychology
and specializes in how learning and motivation are translated into teaching practice, also states that she hopes
the book will serve as a bridge between the theoretical community of educational psychology and the college
classroom.
Toward this end, she organizes Learning almost like a handbook. Chapters are arranged in a straightforward,
easily accessible manner, each unit building on information presented. She begins with an explanation of
cognitive learning theory and how instructors can gear lessons to assist students with mastering basic
information. She then goes on to discuss how instructors may support students to deeper levels of
understanding and involvement with the material. She also makes a point that material is only useful to
students when it can be applied outside the classroom and offers a chapter related to community and service-
oriented learning.
Additionally, Svinicki addresses new approaches to higher education beyond traditional pedagogical
approaches and recommends strategies to make students responsible and independent  what she calls "self-
regulating learners." She concludes the book with ways instructors can design material to address individual
learning styles.
While Svinicki succeeds in her overall objectives, one inherent drawback in this style of book regarding
application of educational theories in the classroom is that it is a discussion of these theories rather than a
direct application of them. She offers examples and suggestions, but the book would be more practical in a
"hands-on," interactive environment such as a workshop or retreat where instructors would be able to roll
play, practice, exchange ideas and information. The text would also make an excellent supplement to an
education course geared to majors specializing in secondary education. Svinicki offers an easy to follow,
practical road map for instructors in their quest to facilitate a classroom of students with varying levels of
interest and capability.
–James Driggers, UNC Asheville (UNC's Effective Teaching Website, June 2004)

Review
"This book offers an enjoyable way to master the language of educational psychology by applying both
evidence and theory to real teaching problems. Moreover, while each chapter addresses an important
problem, like motivating students, the cumulative force of the book encourages a profound expansion of
one's perspective of teaching and learning."
—Richard G. Tiberius, Director Educational Dev. Office, University of Miami School of Medicine

From the Back Cover
While there is much available research and theory about learning and motivation, until now there has been
no resource that translates esoteric findings into everyday language and examples that can be readily applied
in college classrooms. This book brings the findings and theories of educational psychology to classroom
faculty, helping them to adopt a scholarly approach to understanding their students' learning problems.

Nine clearly written chapters demonstrate how learning theories can be successfully adapted to the
classroom, and a useful appendix succinctly outlines the theories: cognitive, concept learning, social
learning, constructivism, and motivational.



Chapter 1 presents an overview and purposes of learning and motivation theories for postsecondary●

settings, and discusses the value of being a reflective practitioner and grounding instructional decisions in
research and theory about learning.
Chapter 2 examines the findings from the cognitive theory of learning and how instruction can be●

developed to help students master basic information.
Chapter 3 discusses teaching for understanding. To be able to really use information they are learning,●

students have to understand it at more than a surface level.
Chapter 4 explores social learning theory to introduce ways of helping students master new skills.●

Chapter 5 examines what is known about transfer and how to promote it.●

Chapter 6 discusses self-regulated learning and presents strategies for students to master in order to●

become independent learners.
Chapter 7 introduces some of the wide variety of theories that have been proposed as explanations of●

learner motivation and synthesizes them into a set of practical strategies for instructors to follow.
Chapter 8 discusses some practical differences in learners that can inform instructional design more●

meaningfully.
Chapter 9 illustrates how the theories can be combined into an instructional design process that is truly●

based on solid research.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katie Martinez:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Learning and Motivation in
the Postsecondary Classroom (JB - Anker) will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
appropriate book with you?

Tatum Martin:

This book untitled Learning and Motivation in the Postsecondary Classroom (JB - Anker) to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by using online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Lori Gravitt:

The reserve with title Learning and Motivation in the Postsecondary Classroom (JB - Anker) has a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you



within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

April Harry:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Learning and Motivation in the Postsecondary
Classroom (JB - Anker) as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Learning and Motivation in the Postsecondary Classroom (JB - Anker) to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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