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What is the impact of information and communication technologies (ICTs) on the
human condition? In order to address this question, in 2012 the European
Commission organized a research project entitled The Onlife Initiative: concept
reengineering for rethinking societal concerns in the digital transition. This
volume collects the work of the Onlife Initiative. It explores how the
development and widespread use of ICTs have a radical impact on the human
condition.

ICTs are not mere tools but rather social forces that are increasingly affecting our
self-conception (who we are), our mutual interactions (how we socialise); our
conception of reality (our metaphysics); and our interactions with reality (our
agency). In each case, ICTs have a huge ethical, legal, and political significance,
yet one with which we have begun to come to terms only recently.

The impact exercised by ICTs is due to at least four major transformations: the
blurring of the distinction between reality and virtuality; the blurring of the
distinction between human, machine and nature; the reversal from information
scarcity to information abundance; and the shift from the primacy of stand-alone
things, properties, and binary relations, to the primacy of interactions, processes
and networks.

Such transformations are testing the foundations of our conceptual frameworks.
Our current conceptual toolbox is no longer fitted to address new ICT-related
challenges. This is not only a problem in itself. It is also a risk, because the lack
of a clear understanding of our present time may easily lead to negative
projections about the future. The goal of The Manifesto, and of the whole book
that contextualises, is therefore that of contributing to the update of our
philosophy. It is a constructive goal. The book is meant to be a positive
contribution to rethinking the philosophy on which policies are built in a
hyperconnected world, so that we may have a better chance of understanding our
ICT-related problems and solving them satisfactorily.

The Manifesto launches an open debate on the impacts of ICTs on public spaces,
politics and societal expectations toward policymaking in the Digital Agenda for
Europe’s remit. More broadly, it helps start a reflection on the way in which a
hyperconnected world calls for rethinking the referential frameworks on which
policies are built.
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What is the impact of information and communication technologies (ICTs) on the human condition? In order
to address this question, in 2012 the European Commission organized a research project entitled The Onlife
Initiative: concept reengineering for rethinking societal concerns in the digital transition. This volume
collects the work of the Onlife Initiative. It explores how the development and widespread use of ICTs have
a radical impact on the human condition.

ICTs are not mere tools but rather social forces that are increasingly affecting our self-conception (who we
are), our mutual interactions (how we socialise); our conception of reality (our metaphysics); and our
interactions with reality (our agency). In each case, ICTs have a huge ethical, legal, and political
significance, yet one with which we have begun to come to terms only recently.

The impact exercised by ICTs is due to at least four major transformations: the blurring of the distinction
between reality and virtuality; the blurring of the distinction between human, machine and nature; the
reversal from information scarcity to information abundance; and the shift from the primacy of stand-alone
things, properties, and binary relations, to the primacy of interactions, processes and networks.

Such transformations are testing the foundations of our conceptual frameworks. Our current conceptual
toolbox is no longer fitted to address new ICT-related challenges. This is not only a problem in itself. It is
also a risk, because the lack of a clear understanding of our present time may easily lead to negative
projections about the future. The goal of The Manifesto, and of the whole book that contextualises, is
therefore that of contributing to the update of our philosophy. It is a constructive goal. The book is meant to
be a positive contribution to rethinking the philosophy on which policies are built in a hyperconnected world,
so that we may have a better chance of understanding our ICT-related problems and solving them
satisfactorily.

The Manifesto launches an open debate on the impacts of ICTs on public spaces, politics and societal
expectations toward policymaking in the Digital Agenda for Europe’s remit. More broadly, it helps start a
reflection on the way in which a hyperconnected world calls for rethinking the referential frameworks on
which policies are built.
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Editorial Review

Review
   

From the Back Cover

What is the impact of information and communication technologies (ICTs) on the human condition? In order
to address this question, in 2012 the European Commission organized a research project entitled The Onlife
Initiative: concept reengineering for rethinking societal concerns in the digital transition. This volume
collects the work of the Onlife Initiative. It explores how the development and widespread use of ICTs have
a radical impact on the human condition.

ICTs are not mere tools but rather social forces that are increasingly affecting our self-conception (who we
are), our mutual interactions (how we socialise); our conception of reality (our metaphysics); and our
interactions with reality (our agency). In each case, ICTs have a huge ethical, legal, and political
significance, yet one with which we have begun to come to terms only recently.

The impact exercised by ICTs is due to at least four major transformations: the blurring of the distinction
between reality and virtuality; the blurring of the distinction between human, machine and nature; the
reversal from information scarcity to information abundance; and the shift from the primacy of stand-alone
things, properties, and binary relations, to the primacy of interactions, processes and networks.

Such transformations are testing the foundations of our conceptual frameworks. Our current conceptual
toolbox is no longer fitted to address new ICT-related challenges. This is not only a problem in itself. It is
also a risk, because the lack of a clear understanding of our present time may easily lead to negative
projections about the future. The goal of The Manifesto, and of the whole book that contextualises, is
therefore that of contributing to the update of our philosophy. It is a constructive goal. The book is meant to
be a positive contribution to rethinking the philosophy on which policies are built in a hyperconnected world,
so that we may have a better chance of understanding our ICT-related problems and solving them
satisfactorily.

The Manifesto launches an open debate on the impacts of ICTs on public spaces, politics and societal
expectations toward policymaking in the Digital Agenda for Europe’s remit. More broadly, it helps start a
reflection on the way in which a hyperconnected world calls for rethinking the referential frameworks on
which policies are built.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Kilgore:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you
want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Onlife
Manifesto: Being Human in a Hyperconnected Era is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Christina Vallejo:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Onlife
Manifesto: Being Human in a Hyperconnected Era, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Brant Castillo:

The e-book with title The Onlife Manifesto: Being Human in a Hyperconnected Era contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

John Parish:

Beside this The Onlife Manifesto: Being Human in a Hyperconnected Era in your phone, it may give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town.
It is good thing to have The Onlife Manifesto: Being Human in a Hyperconnected Era because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts



concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book as well as read it from right now!
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