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Examines the transitions to democracy in Africa.

What conditions motivate a transition to democracy? Can the dynamics of a
transition influence its outcome? Under what circumstances has democracy been
consolidated in Africa? This trilogy of questions has become necessary in light of
the current democratic wave engulfing Africa and the rest of the world. In
examining the conditions that initiate democratic transitions, this book
investigates the circumstances under which democracy movements have operated
between 1980 and 1990. It concludes that, contrary to dominant democratic
theory, the transitions to democracy in Africa have occurred under declining
levels of development. With regard to transitions, the book recognizes that they
have their own dynamics. Two main types of transitions are discerned: top-down
and bottom-up. The book argues that in spite of the restrictive nature of top-down
transitions, they offer a better opportunity for democratic consolidation because
of the consensus between elites of the pro-democracy regime and their
counterparts in the authoritarian regime, a condition that is normally absent under
bottom-up transitions.

Finally, relying on the cases of consolidated democracies, the book derives an
African democracy model. The model delineates five main conditions that
facilitate democratic consolidation, including good leadership, relevant political
institutions, external support, civic space, and a reasonable level of development.
It cautions, however, that these are not sufficient conditions, nor are all of them
necessary. Since countries have unique historical circumstances, specific
countries will have to combine conditions in the model that are relevant to that
society to consolidate its democracy. The right combination will depend on the
specific needs of the individual country.
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Examines the transitions to democracy in Africa.

What conditions motivate a transition to democracy? Can the dynamics of a transition influence its outcome?
Under what circumstances has democracy been consolidated in Africa? This trilogy of questions has become
necessary in light of the current democratic wave engulfing Africa and the rest of the world. In examining
the conditions that initiate democratic transitions, this book investigates the circumstances under which
democracy movements have operated between 1980 and 1990. It concludes that, contrary to dominant
democratic theory, the transitions to democracy in Africa have occurred under declining levels of
development. With regard to transitions, the book recognizes that they have their own dynamics. Two main
types of transitions are discerned: top-down and bottom-up. The book argues that in spite of the restrictive
nature of top-down transitions, they offer a better opportunity for democratic consolidation because of the
consensus between elites of the pro-democracy regime and their counterparts in the authoritarian regime, a
condition that is normally absent under bottom-up transitions.

Finally, relying on the cases of consolidated democracies, the book derives an African democracy model.
The model delineates five main conditions that facilitate democratic consolidation, including good
leadership, relevant political institutions, external support, civic space, and a reasonable level of
development. It cautions, however, that these are not sufficient conditions, nor are all of them necessary.
Since countries have unique historical circumstances, specific countries will have to combine conditions in
the model that are relevant to that society to consolidate its democracy. The right combination will depend
on the specific needs of the individual country.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Samuel E. Quainoo is Professor of Political Science and Director of the Frederick Douglass Institute of East
Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania. He is the editor of Africa Through Ghanaian Lenses, also published
by SUNY Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Smith:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important usually. The book Transitions and Consolidation of Democracy in
Africa (Global Academic Publishing) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Transitions and
Consolidation of Democracy in Africa (Global Academic Publishing) is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Transitions and Consolidation of Democracy in
Africa (Global Academic Publishing). You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Glady Curry:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is
this Transitions and Consolidation of Democracy in Africa (Global Academic Publishing).

Cynthia Johnson:

The reason? Because this Transitions and Consolidation of Democracy in Africa (Global Academic
Publishing) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I



were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Cindy Mattis:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Transitions and Consolidation of
Democracy in Africa (Global Academic Publishing) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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